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II Kabariti cabinet reflects 
S* new style of Government 
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By Raed AJ Abed 

- Star Staff Wrizer 
THE : SPEED with which 
Prime Minister Abdel Karim 
Kabariti was able to form his 
'first Government this week has 
surprised many. But more 
importantly .it was the nature 
of . his 31-member cabinet, 
comprising 22 deputies, tech¬ 
nocrats and even figures 
-known for their opposition of 
the peace treaty with Israel, 
that baffled observers. This 
was no ordinary Government 
by any standard and if any¬ 
thing, Mr Kabariti's distinctive 
leadership style was evident. 

“The important question is: 
What is my role in this Gov¬ 
ernment/' Dr Kama] Naser, the 
new Minister of Administra¬ 
tive Development told The 
Star. “Mr Kabariti agreed that 
.be will give me a free hand to 
fight. : corruption. And he 
emphasized the notions of 
administrative reforms. and 
(manpower development,” Dr 
Naser said. “I am happy with 
this assignment, and will work 
-to find a mechanism to fight 
corruption, and prevent it from 
happening.” be added. “Our 
main concern is local prob¬ 
lems, more than external 
issues.” 


The independent pan- 
Arabist, who until his appoint¬ 
ment was president of the Jor¬ 
danian Lawyers Association, is 
also a member of the Anti¬ 
normalization Committee of 
the Professional Associations. 

“Our position from the peace 
treaty has no value now, since 
the treaty is already signed. 
During the last two cabinet 
meetings no minister talked 
about it,” Dr Naser said. 
“Every minister has his 
agenda, the most important 
thing now, more important 
than talking about politics, is 
administrative development 
and 1 will be. busy reviewing 
the ministry's success of the 
the past year” 

Asked if he will be willing 
to meet with Israeli officials. 
Dr Naser said that he was part 
of this cabinet and bead of a 
ministry. "We form one unit, 
there should be no problems 
there. It is early to talk about 
this, when it happens we shall 
see,” he said. 

Surprisingly, another oppo¬ 
nent of die peace treaty also 
joined the new cabinet Leftist 
deputy Mustafa Shneikat was 
appointed Minister of Agricul¬ 
ture. How he feels about the 
Government’s political agenda 



Kabariti's transparent cabinet 

is still unknown. 

“This cabinet has been given 
a difficult task by His Majesty 
the King. It has been asked to 
cany out dramatic changes in 
almost every aspect of life in 
our country," said Ibrahim 
Izzedin, a former deputy prime 
minister who resigned his post 
in the previous Sharif (Prince) 
Zeid Ben Shaker's 
Government 

“There are many things that I 


would like to emphasize, like 
the necessity of reform of our 
educational system, and the 
stress on administrative 
reform,” he told The Star. 
“The Government must acti¬ 
vate the opportunities % for 
investment and promote‘Jor¬ 
dan in a manner which would 
help to open up the country for 
meaningful investment At the 
same time, emphasis must be 
placed on enhancing democ¬ 


racy in the country,” he 
added. 

Jordanian business¬ 
men were happy with 
the emphasis in the the 
Royal letter of designa¬ 
tion on the need to acti¬ 
vate the role of the pri¬ 
vate sector in economic 
and political decisions. 
“We are comfortable 
with the new Prime 
Minister who comes 
from the private sector,” 
said Hamdi Taba'a. 
chairman of the Jorda¬ 
nian Businessmen Asso¬ 
ciation “Other cabinet 
ministers are experi¬ 
enced and should affect 
the process of economic 
reform. This should 
make our dialogue with 
the Government much 
easier.” 

The present Government has 
22 deputies, five more than the 
previous one. 

Mr Izzedin considers this as 
“normal in a Parliamentary 
democracy." He added “gov¬ 
ernments in democratic coun¬ 
tries usually come from parlia¬ 
ments, and the cabinet 
represents the main parties and 
blocs in Parliament. This 

Continued on page 2 


King visit to Saudi 
Arabia signifies a new 
chapter in relations 


How the Government was formed 
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By flfamdan Ai Hajj 

Special to The Star 
PRIME MINISTER Abdel 
Karim Kabariti's new Govern¬ 
ment is not expected to face 
nnmediale domestic opposi¬ 
tion as His Majesty King 
Hussein has made sure that 
the new premier has ideal con¬ 
ditions under which to carry 
out his duties. As a result, Mr 
Kabariti will not find it diffi¬ 
cult to focus his attention on 
achieving the targets set by 
His Majesty in his letter of 
designation. 

From the onset, the King 
has made‘sure that his desig¬ 
nated Prime Minister carried 
out-his consultations with all 
Parliamentary groups from a 
strong position. He did so by 
removing all obstacles that 
antid binder Mr Kabariti’s 
efforts_iq form a harmonious 
cabinet.' 

The King surprised many 
by-discharging his close advis¬ 
ors including Chief of the 
Royal ..-Court Marwan Al 
Qasemand appointing a man 
who is very close to Kabariti, 
Dr Awn Al Khasawneb. The 


Kiag removed other advisors 
including Yanal Hikmat and 
Mohammed Rasoul Al Kilani. 
Having pacified the Royal 
Court, the King then gave Kab¬ 
ariti full authority to recruit a 
strong, able and young cabinet 

While Kabariti was busy 
forming his Government the 
King continued his campaign 
of dismissals, appointing a 
new chief of the General Intel¬ 
ligence Dept Maj. Gen. Samib 
Bactikhi. who is also a close 
associate of Kabariti. 

Thus by the time the young 
Prime Minister was ready to 
announce his cabinet, his tines 
of -communications to the 
King, whether through the 
Royal Court or the General 
Intelligence, were open. 

The rest is in Kabariti's 
hand. His relationship with fel¬ 
low members of the Lower 
House is outstanding as is evi¬ 
dent from the number and 
background of the deputies he 
recruited. The Speaker of the 
Lower House. Sa'ad Hail 
Srour and Kabariti belong to 
the same bloc, the Democratic 
Parliamentary Bloc. It is 
thought that Srour was a key 


architect of Kabiriti’s cabinet. 
With 22 deputies in his 30 
member cabinet, Kabariti’s 
Government will receive a 
strong vote of confidence, 
with no less than 55 votes. 

Hie first thing that Kabariti 
did after receiving the Royal 
letter of designation was to 
visit Srour at his home late on 
Thursday. Together the two 
men drafted the general 
sketches of the forthcoming 
cabinet 

Kabariti’s political wits 
went to woric soon after. He 
cleverly chose to first consult 
with die IAF parliamentary 
bloc at the RoyaJ Court, with 
the participation of the IAF 
secretary general, on the com¬ 
position of the new Govern¬ 
ment 

The talks were warm and 
Deputy Dr Mohammed Owei- 
deh of the IAF said after leav¬ 
ing the meeting that “this Gov¬ 
ernment will be better than its 
predecessor.” and that the 
new Prime Minister 
exchanged views with the IAF 
in a genuine and sincere 
manner. 

While Kabariti could not get 


the lAFs vote of confidence, 
be was promised that the Isla¬ 
mists would 3void unneces¬ 
sary confrontations with his 
Government ' 

IAF spokesman Deputy 
Hamzeh Mansour promised 
the new Prime Minister to 
open a new chapter of rela¬ 
tions. Deputy Oweideh said 
the tension lhat dominated 
relations with the outgoing 
Government had gone. 

Other opposition members 
of Parliament also expressed 
satisfaction with the new Gov¬ 
ernment. Deputy Toujan Fai¬ 
sal. who was consulted by 
Kabariti. praised the new 
Prime Minister. Former Prime 
Minister Deputy Taher Masri 
said the situation bad changed, 
though the road will not fur¬ 
nished with roses for the new 
cabinet. 

He added lhat Mr Kabariti 
has many things to take into 
consideration in order to over¬ 
come the difficulties which 
may arise. Masri said Kabariti 
will still have to deal with the 
issue of democracy, public 
freedoms, and investment. 

The Royal Palace did not 
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Balata underdogs get a voice 
in new Palestinian council 


By Mary Curtins 

M Times-Washington Post 
News Service 

BALATA, -West Bank—This 
sprawling maze of concrete 
awl corrugated tin. the largest 
refugee .camp in the West 
Bank and vanguard of Palestin¬ 
ian armed resistance to Israeli 
mffitary rules boasts a new 
honor this despised home of 
Ac disenfranchised, has pro¬ 
duced threp members of the 
newly elected 

Palestinian :< 

.«■ ■ 

go vemihg 1 'W/fchfo 

^fouly.is 

R'b p o rt 

fr? number of ' 
punting can¬ 
didates, ' but 

J® were underfunded under- 
wigs given little chance by 
PoBtical-pundits; two were the 
Youngest elected to the coun¬ 
cil; and one is among only five 
elected to the 88- 
rocniberbddy.' 

The victory of their naive 
sons and daughter has made 
Balatahs;-'-normally a grim 
Ptwp, almostgiddy. 

At the homes of Kamel 
Afghani, Husam Khader and 
Dahl -S fllariiah the stream of 


well-wishers is endless, enthu¬ 
siastic. The trio is expected to 
represent not only Balata but all 
refugees on a council that 
promises to give President Yas¬ 
ser Arafat more trouble than the 
Palestine National Council— 
the Palestinian parliament in 
exile—ever has. 

No one expects a revolution 
against Arafat’s leadership 
when he convenes 
the new council later 
this month. Master 
IfigHgOT of Palestinian poli- 
tics for three dec- 
M ades, Arafat will be 
backed on the 
council by 51 Ioyal- 
jr + ists who captured 
J ! L gears after he 
named them to offi¬ 
cial slates of the 
Fatah faction that 
he founded. Eight other council 
members who ran as indepen¬ 
dents are considered Fatah 
loyalists. 

None of the independents 
who are expected to oppose 
Arafat on key policies repre¬ 
sents a party: some are Fatah 
rebels who’ are expected to 
oppose him on only a few 
issues. 

But for rhe first time, Arafat 
will-have to contend with oppo¬ 
nents with a power base that is 


independent of his. They are 
eager to satisfy a constituency 
with a long list of demands, a 
constituency that gets to vote 
again in four years. 

Besides the independents. 
“There are ... within Fatah, 
about 20 who might constitute 
a Fatah rebels’ pool.” said 
political analyst Khalil Shikaki. 
who does public opinion pol¬ 
ling of Palestinians for a think 
tank in the West Bank city of 
Nablus. The opposition "will 
have a very strong voice in the 
debate. They will make the 
debate interesting.” 

The council members from 
Balata vow to keep up their 
camp's tradition of dissent— 
this time through politics prac¬ 
ticed within their own govern¬ 
ment rather than through vio¬ 
lence aimed at an occupying 
Israeli army. 

They express reservations 
about amending the Palestinian 
chaner that calls for Israel’s 
destruction. They pledge to 
push Arafat to make tougher 
demands when he starts the 
next round of negotiations with 
Israel in May. And they say 
they will- fight to ensure that 
Palestinian society is not pat¬ 
terned after the Arab world’s 
autocratic regimes. 


Both Kamel Afghani and 
Husam Khader played promi¬ 
nent roles in the Palestinian 
uprising that burst from the ref¬ 
ugee camps of the Gaza Strip 
and West Bank in 1987 and 
succeeded in making Israel 
rethink the cost of its 
occupation. 

Afghani led Fatah factions 
for all Nablus-area refugee 
camps during the Intifada. Ara¬ 
fat knocked his* name and 
Khader’s off the Fatah slate for 
the Nablus district because the 
two were seen as troublemak¬ 
ers too openly critical of Ara¬ 
fat's leadership. 

Salamah, at 30 the youngest 
person elected to the council, is 
a different story. A veteran 
activist from Palestinian 
women's committees, she was 
the lone woman on Fatah's 
Nablus slate. But she carried 
her own handicaps into the 
campaign. 

In a deeply traditional soci¬ 
ety, she was one of only a 
handful of women who even 
dared to seek office. Wearing 
the head scarf favored by 
observant Muslim women, she 
ventured into rural villages and 
campaigned hard throughout 
the district, speaking to separ¬ 
ate audiences of men and 


have much time to look for a 
new political figure who is 
capable of translating into 
deals King Hussein’s vision 
for Jordan at this stage. Prince 
Zeid Bin Shaker repeated his 
wish to be released from his 
duties. The King met at length 
with Kabariti on 25 January, 
made up his mind on 1 Febru¬ 
ary, designated him on 2 Feb¬ 
ruary and issued the letter on 
4 February, the same day of 
the formation of the new 
cabinet. 

The King allowed Kabariti a 
week for consultations with 
parliamentary groups. How¬ 
ever. as news of the resigna¬ 
tion of Prince Zeid and the 
designation of Kabariti spread 
among Parliamentary and pub¬ 
lic circles, it became impossi¬ 
ble to continue these 
consultations. 

The endorsement of the res¬ 
ignation of the former Govern¬ 
ment and the formation of a 
new one had to be finalized 
before Prince Zeid’s departure 
for London on Monday. ■ 


women. 

In interviews last week, 
Khader and Salamah said their 
years of fighting Israelis and 
observing Israeli democracy 
have affected them deeply and 
molded them into people 
unlikely to be easily silenced 
by the autocratic Arafat. 

Both said they are deter¬ 
mined to make the council a 
powerful institution in Palestin¬ 
ian society and in the upcom¬ 
ing negotiations with Israel on 
(he final status of the Palestin¬ 
ian entity. 

They expressed confidence 
that they will find enough like- 
minded council members to 
make a difference in disputes 
with Arafat over policy. 

“This is a generation that 
grew up in the school of real¬ 
ity,’’ Khader said. "It is the 
generation schooled in Israeli 
prisons, and it is unique in two 
ways: It was produced by 
struggle and affected by the 
democratic practice of the 
Israelis.” 

Salamah is more respectful 
than Khader of the leadership 
that came from outside the ter¬ 
ritories, saying she believes 
lhat there must be “continuity” 
between outsiders and insiders. 

But. Salamah acknowledges, 
“Maybe the different structures 
of the PLO did not fulfill this 
need for democracy that our 
people have. Our role together 
is to implement democracy in 
all aspects of life now. We do 
not want decisions to be 
imposed from the top.” ■ 


By Ahm ed Shaker 
Special to The Star 
HIS MAJESTY King Huss¬ 
ein's forthcoming visit on Sun¬ 
day to Saudi Arabia bears spe¬ 
cial significance. It is the first 
visit which the King pays to 
Saudi Arabia since the Gulf 
War five years ago. thus put¬ 
ting an end to tension in rela¬ 
tions between the two 
countries. 

Jordanian sources say the 
two monarchs will deal with 
need for bilateral cooperation 
in ail fields, as they face com¬ 
mon challenges. 

Prime Minister Kabariti said 
earlier the two leaders will dis¬ 
cuss the revival of joint com¬ 
mittees. He commended Saudi 
policies in regard to Arab and 
Islamic issues, as well as the 
historic role of King FahdL 

Jordanian sources confirmed 
that the talks with the Saudi 
King. Crown Prince Abdullah, 
and top officials will concen¬ 
trate on many issues, including 
economic, trade and cultural 
relations. The exchange of vis¬ 
its between officials of the two 
countries will be agreed upon 
to revive the already signed 
protocols and to sign new 
accords. 

Other visits will be 
approved in the military and 
security fields. Both sides are 
determined to combat all forms 
of terror, and to exchange 
information on the forces of 
extremism. 

The resumption of training 
Saudi Arabian officers in Jor¬ 
danian schools and institutions 
will be finalized, and the possi¬ 
ble operation of joint patrol 
squads on the borders will also 
be considered to combat smug- 


* 


■ .. i 


gling, especially in drugs. 

The peace process, which is 
fully supported by Saudi Ara¬ 
bia. will be another issue of dis¬ 
cussion. In this regard, the two 
sides will stress the need to 
establish a durable and compre¬ 
hensive peace on the Syrian- 
Lebanese-Israeli tracks and for 
measures to be taken to meet 
the requirements of the coining 
era. 

The possibility for thousands 
of Jordanians to woric in Saudi 
Arabia is expected to be dis¬ 
cussed in detail. 

The rwo sides will naturally 
discuss the issue of Iraq. Saudi 
Arabia and Jordan are in agree¬ 
ment over Iraq’s territorial 
integrity and are against its 
division. They agree also that 
Iraq has to implement all UN 
resolutions, and emphasize the 
importance of the lifting of 
sanctions for the Iraqi people. 

Preliminary information indi¬ 
cates lhat Saudi Arabia will 
advise Saudi financial institu¬ 
tions and the Islamic Develop¬ 
ment Bank to finance projects 


in Jordan, namely those being 
launched in the border areas 
such as HaqI, and in the north 
eastern parts of Saudi Arabia 
which particularly deal with 
construction material. 

King Hussein, who will be 
accompanied by Prime Minis¬ 
ter Kabariti. Chief of the Royal 
Conn Dr Awn K has awn eh, 
the Chief Chamberlain Prince 
Raad Ben Zeid. and other top 
officials will perform Umra in 
Mekkah. 

On Wednesday the King will 
fly to Cairo to meet with Egyp¬ 
tian President Hosni Mubarak. 

Sources indicate that Saudi 
Arabia and Egypt will initiate a 
reconciliation process between 
Jordan and Kuwait. Signs of 
this have come from Kuwait 
and herald Kuwait's readiness 
to open a new chapter in rela¬ 
tions with Jordan. Crown 
Prince Hass an has exchanged 
letters with the Kuwaiti Crown 
Prince Sheikh Saad Al Abdal¬ 
lah AJ Sabah. Kuwait's Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister of 
Foreign Affairs Sheikh Sabah 
Al Ahmad, brother of the emir, 
has for the first time sent a con¬ 
gratulatory message to Kabariti 
after having met him abroad 
when the latter was foreign 
minister. 

There are also indications 
that Jordanian-Egyptian- 
Palestini an-Syrian meetings 
will take place in Cairo in 
April. These meetings may be 
preceded by others at the level 
of foreign ministers to prepare 
for a joint meeting of the four 
leaders to discuss the requisite 
of deepening peace in the 
region in light of the develop¬ 
ments of negotiations between 
Israel and Svria. ■ 
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An unconventional report on Jordanian news 
and views edited by Awni Abu Ghosh 


King’s letter of designation: 
A mandate for Kabariti 


■ What follows are excerpts of the official translation of 
His Majesty King Hussein's letter of designation to the 
Prime Minister Abdel Karim A1 Kabriti: 

My decree requires that the cabinet consist of elements that 
are young, sincere, virtuous, honest, loyaL and capable of 
working as one team, and bearing the collective responsibility 
of building a strong Jordan. 1 pray to God that your new cabi¬ 
net should work to mobilize all energies, and draw its pulse 
from the people. 

The first of these objectives is to preserve and consolidate 
the unity of the nation and of all Jordanians. 

The second objective is to consolidate our progress towards 
democracy and responsible freedom. 

The third objective is to make a review of our progress in 
general, to realize a comprehensive corrective leap. 

To conduct a review of all state apparatus which have dete¬ 
riorated because of the absence of a role for the private sector. 

The youth are the reserve for the future, and the true wealth 
of this country- Their energy must be mobilized and chan¬ 
neled to consolidate their sense of belonging to their country. 

We must open the road for the capable and efficient among 
our youth to progress in all fields, to achieve an efficient state 
apparatus. 

We must open the road for the capable and efficient among 
our youth to progress in. ait fields, to achieve an efficient state 
apparatus. 

We must work constantly to improve the situation of teach¬ 
ers and schools, so that education can evolve from the state of 
teaching and learning by heart to that of interaction with 
laboratories and computers, universities must be allowed to 
set for themselves the criteria for enrollment of their students, 
which would guarantee that the best and most capable will be 
qualified. In accordance with the country's need for these 
qualifications. 1 believe strongly that we suffer from an imbal¬ 
ance in the labor market. It is inconceivable that Jordan 
should accommodate a number of immigrant labourers greater 
than that of unemployed Jordanians. 

We have remarked over the past years that the method of 
agriculture and marketing make land a burden on its owner 
rather than a source of income as it should be. so that he may 
cherish it like his lifeblood 

We must also rid ourselves of the stifling bureaucratic rou¬ 
tine in state institutions. We must eliminate all manifestations 
of nepotism and corruption wherever they may be found, 
while keeping aware that much of what is spread about the 
existence of such practices is the work of some who seek to 
disfigure the image of the country, to malign it, and under¬ 
mine its achievements. 

We wish to to express our pride in the judicial system of 
Jordan, and to assert our constant care to safeguard its inde¬ 
pendence, to raise its efficiency, and to provide peace of mind 
in all its forms to all who work in it. 

We also wish to express our pride in our security services, 
which we have founded on basis of virtue, high morality, and 
concerns for the security of the country and its citizens. We 
wish to form, within the apparatus of the public security and 
the Ministry of Interior, offices for internal control to super¬ 
vise the performance of these agencies to maintain discipline. 

Our foreign policy has always been, and will stay, founded 
on a broad base of international legitimacy, embodied by our 
respected for the objectives and the rules of the United 
Nations Charter. 


Ministers for the 
first time - 

■ The new cabinet of Abdul 
Karim Ai Kabariti has 16 min¬ 
isters who 


Although he is an independent 
Islamist, it is unlikely that his 
appointment was made to 
appease the IAF. 


are 


enter¬ 
ing the 
Govemme 

nt for the 
first time. 
They are: 
Abdul 
Hadi Al 
Majali. 
Hamad 
Abu 
Jamoos, 
Munir 



Changes at the top 


■ Changes also occurred in 
the Royal Court. Many of His 
Majesty the King's advisors 
have retired. These include 
Yana! HikmaL Mohammad 
Rasul Al Kilani and Chief of 
the Royal Court Marwan AI 
Qassim 
who was 


Al Kabariti 


Sober. Abd El Hafeth Al Shak- 
hanbeh. Mifleh Al Ruhimi. 
Ahmed Al Qudah. Mustapha 
Shneikau Mahmood Hwaimel. 
and Mohammad Dawodia. 
These are all deputies. Other 
ministers from outside Parlia¬ 
ment are Mohammad Awdi 
Njj.t ■ Munther AJ Masri, Mar- 
wa.i A wad. Khali d Al 
Madadha. Kama! Nasser and 
Nasser Al Lawzi. 

The new Prime Minister took 
deputies from four parliamen¬ 
tary’ blocks: The National 
Action Front (NAFi. National 
Front, the Democratic Parlia¬ 
mentary Coalition (DPC). and 
from other blocks. From the 
NAF. deputies included Abdul 
Hadi Al Majali. Hashem AJ 
Dabbas and Mifleh AI Ruheimi. 
From the National Front block 
there are Mohammad Al 
Thweib and Mohammad Awdi 
NjadaL From the DPC. there is 
the Prime Minister himself, 
Hamad Abu Jamoos. Samir 
Qawar. Saleh Irsheidat, and 
Aref Al Bataynch. Mohamood 
Al Hwaimel is an independent/ 
tribal. Mr Kabariti failed to con¬ 
vince the Islamic Action Front 
(IAF) to join his Government 

However, the IAF Secretary 
General said that his party 
would adopt a more cooperative 
stance towards the Government 
It is understood that the IAF 
wants change in the new draft 
electoral law that was proposed 
in the final days of Sharif fnow 
PrinceJZeid Ben Shaker's Gov¬ 
ernment Mr Kabariti promised 
that he would look at the. draft. 
law again. *Abed Al Razzak 
Tbeishat becomes the new Min¬ 
ister of Municipal. Rural and 
Environmental Affairs. 


awarded 
the AJ 

Nahda 
Medal of 
the First 
Order. Dr 
Awn Al 
Khasawne 
h. an 



expenenc Khasawneh 
ed diplo¬ 
mat is the 

new Chief of the Royal Court 
Political observers say his 
appointment will mean greater 
cooperation between the Royal 
Court and the Prime Ministry's 
office. Mr Khasawneh. a one 
time advisor to the King and 
HRH Prince Hasson is also a 
close friend of the Prime Min¬ 
ister Mr Kabariti. On another 
level, Mustapha AI Qaissi, the 
head of the General Intelli¬ 
gence DepL now becomes the 
new National Security Advisor 
and a rapporteur to the State 
Security Council. Maj. Gen. 
Samieh A! Batikhi takes over 
as the new head of 
Intelligence. 


Prince Zeid 

■ Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker has 
been given the title of Prince 
by King 


Hussein. 
Traditiona 
lly Princes 
have 
never 
formed or 
entered a 
govemme 
nt and it 
seertiS 
more than 



likely that Prince 7*id 
Prince 

Zeid will now quit politics for 
good. Prince Zeid is an army 


We will be glad to meet you after Iftar in our showrooms in 
Al Abdali opposite the bus station between 7pm till 10pm J 
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Committee for forthcoming conference on 
Jordan-Japanese relations to be formed 


■ A Jordanian National Committee (JNC) is 
to be set up to prepare for the upcoming Con¬ 
ference on Jordan ian-Japanese Relations and 
the Japan Festival in Ionian in June. This was 
one of the last acts of the now former Prime 
Minister Prince Zeid Ben Shaker. The Com¬ 
mittee will be beaded by Dr Mazcn Arraouti. 
advisor to His Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan. and President of the Institute of 
Diplomacy. 

The Committee includes the Secretary- 
GeneraJ of each of the Ministries of Culture, 
Planning. Tourism, Information, and Foreign 
Affairs, the Director-General of the Depart¬ 
ment of Provisions and Supplies at the Minis¬ 
try of Finance, the Jordanian Ambassador to 
Japan, Vice-President of the University or Jor¬ 
dan for Academic Affairs, Public Relations 
Executive Assistant at Royal Jordanian. Mr 
Muneeb Tukan. Director-General of the Busi¬ 
ness Bank. Mr Wasif Azar. the President of 
the Amman Chamber of Commerce Mr Hai¬ 
dar Murad, Director of Jordan TV, Mr Naser 


Joudeh and Dr Zaki Ayyubr, member of the 
Jordanian-Japanesfe Friendship Association. 

In co-operation and co-ordination with a 
Japanese National Committee set up for the 
same purpose, the JNC will supervise the Jor¬ 
danian contribution to the Conference on Jor¬ 
danian-Japanese relations in related economic, 
information, cultural, scientific, and tourist 
activities within the framework of the Japan 
Festival in Jordan. 

The Japan Festival in Jordan comes as a 
fruit of the success of the Jordan Week in 
Japan held in May 1995 under the patronage 
of Prince Hassan and HRH Princess Sarvaih. 
The Week coincided with the holding of a 
comprehensive conference in Tokyo address¬ 
ing Jordanian-Japanese relations and relevant 
future prospects. The conference came out 
with lhe Tokyo Declaration, a binding com¬ 
mitment from both sides to co-operate in all 
areas, enhancing bilateral relations between 
the two states. 


man, being the commander-in- 
chief of the Armed Forces. 
However since 1989, he has 
devoted his time fully to poli¬ 
tics, first by becoming the 
Chief of the Royal Court, and 
then by beading many Govern¬ 
ments, the last of which was in 
January 1995. 



A different face-lift 

■ The Government this time 
has a truly different face-lifr. 
Called a cabinet of the younger 
generation by King Hussein, 
the Government has more 
dynamic figures. Besides the 
Prime Minister himself who is 
only 48. we have the youngest 
Minister, of Jgfomiation. Dr 
Mafwan Al Muftshcr, and the 
Minister of Transjxwt Mr Nas- 
sir Al Lawzi. But a number of 
other ministers also have that 
dynamic touch. Dr Rima Kha- 
laf (Planning), and Mr Ali Abu 
Raghcb (Trade and Industry) 


have been kept on for their per¬ 
sonal qualities to move the 
country forward at this critical 
period. In this endeavour, they 
are joined by Mr Marwan 
Awad as the hew Minister of 
Finance. Mr Awad. who is a 
banker that worked at the Cen¬ 
tral Bank and at the Ministry 
of Industry and Trade, has an 
extensive knowledge of finan¬ 
cial affairs. Besides its 
younger character, the govern¬ 
ment has much more liberal 
traits. The appointment of 
Kama! Nassir, the former Pres¬ 
ident of the Lawyers Associa¬ 
tion. as Minister of Adminis¬ 
trative Development is an 
encouraging sign that the Gov¬ 
ernment means business. His 
hands will be full, since King 
Hussein in his designation let¬ 
ter to Mr Kabariti stressed the 
need for administrative reform, 
and the need to fight mal¬ 
practice and corruption in the 


bureaucracy. Mustapha Shnci- 
kat has been made Minister of 
Agriculture. ShneikaL a leftist 
deputy, is a firm supporter of 
the rights of peasants in the 
Jordan Valley and he is likely 
to move to improve their 
plight. 


Jordanians of 
Palestinian origin 

■ There arc five Jordanians of 
Palestinian origin in this cabi¬ 
net They arc Dr Rima Khalaf 
who was actually born in 
Kuwait in 1953. Mr Moham¬ 
mad Al Thweib (Parliamen¬ 
tary Affairs), bom near Beth¬ 
lehem in 1941, Munther Al 
Masri (Minister of Education), 
bom in Nablus in 1935. Mar¬ 
wan Awad «Finance), bom in 
Jerusalem in 1951 and Dr 
Kamal Noser (Administrative 
Development) who was bom 
in Ramin near Tulkarim in 
1944. 


Kabariti cabinet 


Continued from page 1 


should be coupled by giving a 
chance to the permanent secre¬ 
taries to run their departments 
without interference from the 
minister." 

The private sector was not 
happy with the number of dep¬ 
uties in the new cabinet, espe¬ 
cially those who have no expe¬ 
rience in economic affairs. 
"We would have preferred 
them to stay in Parliament to 
discuss and observe Govern¬ 
ment policy." said Taba'a. 

"Is this Government, with its 
huge numher of ministers, 
capable of being flexible and 
of moving fast nn the eco¬ 
nomic issues?" he asked. 

"We fear that debate in the 
Prime Ministry will he endless 
because of the number of Cabi¬ 
net members. This is some¬ 
thing that delays the process of 
adopting economic decisions." 

Mr Izzcdin. who is consid¬ 
ered a liberal and an advocate 
of press freedom called on the 
new Government to “give a 


direct message in relation to the 
freedom of the press and tn 
open up the official media to 
the opposition and be forthcom¬ 
ing in its Uchate with political 
parties.” 

He said such signals will 
create the right atmosphere for 
“a meaningful dialogue 
between political activists and 
the Government in the 
country.'' 

Mr Kahariti's Government 
will be judged by its position 
from administrative reform, the 
educational system and inviting 
investors among others. The 
Prime Minister has instructed 
his team lu be accessible. Dur¬ 
ing the first cabinet meeting 
this week, 'Mr Kabariti called 
for a transparent Government 
where ministers and public offi¬ 
cials arc held accountable. Mr 
Izzcdin applauded such a 
directive. 

The opposition has wel¬ 
comed the new cabinet, while 
reiterating its rejection of the 
peace treaty with Israel. 

The Muslim Brotherhood 


The new 


cabinet 






2. Abdullah Ensour — Minis¬ 
ter of Higher Education; 

3. Awad Khleifat — Minister i 
of Interior; 

4. Abdul Hadi Al Majali -4 -in 
Minister of Public Works and 
Housing; 

5. Abdul Karim Al Dughnd 

— Minister of Justice; _ ,. 

6. Jamal Saraireh — Minister V s * c f*’ 
of Post and Communications; ' ** ‘ ^ 

7. Samir Kawar — Minister 
of Water and Irrigation 

8. All Abnl Al Ragheb — 

Industry —■» -■-&*- 
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Minister of Industry - and 
Trade; 

9. Saleh Irsheidat — Minister ^ ' 
of Tourism and Antiquities; 

10. Abdul Razzaq 

— Minister of Municipal 
Rural Affairs 
Environment; 

11. Aref Bataineh — Minister 
of Health; 

12. Abdul Salam Al Abbadi 

— Minister of Awqaf and 
Islamic Affairs; 

13. Rima Khalaf-Hneidi — 

Minister of Planning; 

14. Hashem Dabbas — Minis¬ 
ter or Energy and Mineral 
Resources; 

15. Mo hamma d Thweib — 

Minister 

mentary 

16. Hlsham 

ter of State Tor Prune Minis- ^ 
try Affairs: 

17. Haxmnad Abu Jamous _ 

Minister of Soda! 
Development; 

18. Munir Sobar — Minister 
of Supply; 

19. Abdul Hafez Sbakhanbeh 

— Minister of Labour; 

20. Muileh Rheimi 
ter or State; 

21. Ahmad Qudah - 

ter of Culture; ^ 
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23. Mahmoud Abdul Latif ^ 

Hweimel — Minister of State; -“f r .i -ri: \::r c 

24. Mohammad Daondieb — 1 58 "-c'T< 

Minister of Youth; ' . 

25. Mohammad Odeh Njadat 
— Minister of Education; 

26. Munther AI Masri — 

Minister of Education; 

27. Marwan Awad _ Minister 
or finance; 

28. Khalid Madadha — Min¬ 
ister of State for Foreign 
Affiars; 

29. Marvyan, Muasher — 

! Minister of Information; 

• 30. Kamal Naser — Minister 5: r 

of administrative Develop- 
ment; and 

31. Naser Al Lawzi — Minis¬ 
ter of Transport. 
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refused to join the Govern¬ 
ment. but said that its members 
will cooperate with any Gov¬ 
ernment that respects public 
liberties and Shura. 

"We rejected the participa¬ 
tion as we believe that the 
present era is based on cooper¬ 
ating with the Jewish enemy.” 
said Abdel Majid Thuncibat. 
the overseer of the Muslim 
Brotherhood movement in Jor¬ 
dan. “There is no difference 
between this Government and 
the previous one—it might suc¬ 
ceed in some fields, but there 
.ire important issues like unem¬ 
ployment. poserty. economic 
crises and public liberties, 
which we hope this Govern¬ 
ment will address." 

Mr Salem AI Nohas. the gen¬ 
eral secretary nf the leftist 
Hushd party, was more blunt. 
■‘This Government was 
expected. The decision-makers 
discovered that there is a bar¬ 
rier between the people and the 
peace treaty, at a time when the 
treaty has become the corner¬ 
stone of the political system." 
Al Nahos. whose party faces 
legal charges of affiliation to a 
foreign party, that “this why 
the leadership found no alterna¬ 
tive but to turn its back to the 


old guard 3nd seek younger 
politicians who will cany on 
with normalization."* 

Criticizing the two opposi¬ 
tion figures whom Kabariti was 
able to win over to his team. Al 
Nahas said that by joining the 
Government and adhering to its 
program, they have ceased to 
be members of the opposition. 

The General Secretary of the 
Jordanian Women's Union, 
lawyer Asma Khadcr said "the 
policies of the stale arc basi¬ 
cally the same. The policy 
towards Iraq, the implementa¬ 
tion of the peace treaty and the 
reconciliation with the Gulf 
states should continue under 
the Kabariti Government," she 
said. 

But in her view, the structure 
of the cabinet was designed so 
that the public could let off 

steam. "But the crises will 
erupt again, especially concern¬ 
ing democratic freedoms.” 
Khadcr said. 

She expressed her douhts 
about the Government's ability 
to deliver, describing it as 3 
Government of deputies who 
became ministers, rather than a 
parliamentary Government. ■ 


, hi> credii He #t\raki 
in .1 csjiaaerdms Jo 

'.ilaitii* in 

,; 3B itiiherj-cr: r,: ras' r 
:2rnl».'tld ;h?:e ir; •' 
.'klurait rj\; 'i 
- ' monthr bu: r ::s -a 
. •:*ill ;*» Kabar 
; : «5ep»2«i;(v r-:f. 

5^ !o -ref- ht 
:'*f*r.r.a! !r ., :n: . ., v 

jt-aaner of time inere^-e 
^ Mr Mr-n':- Gov, 
*=>• month -n oulci 

***** tiiec; 0 -; \v c n 


’W at the WO I 

Man;-n . _. 

;-*K*ann G 

aid vhas 

*^C? er ,"•» embat 
. adtr^Vn 01 3 ] ° b 

menu : 

"5<« 1 & srjovsrnm ' 

? ,J ^on- n -: 0 ’ Ar ^ 


***** 
;*nr ,rf * ,l oric "re^ 





-H 


adS. v.' 





111^^ 


Cyprus Ainvays h now flying even higher. Equipped with one of the youngest and most modem fleets, 
WUh a ^ destination /ist including, key centres throughout Europe and the Middle East, Cyprus 


Airways is among the world's Top 8 airlines according to a recent U.K survey. 
Cyprus Airways. Your airline. Our airline. An airline we can ali be proud of. 
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: ^ Kabariti: Open mandate 




p^ VUr k What happened this week in Amman was a major overhaul 
kducatj 0 of tbe political machinery that has governed the Kingdom for 
Se «at — _ ygars—-truly a white revolution. The choice of Abdel Karim 

^ Kabariti as Prime Minister, the youngest in Jordan’s history, 
AJ . represents a serious change in the perception and outlook of 
^ bl »c Wort*' * e Pal®* with regard to the function of Government in Jor- 
*** dan. For years now,- Government heads hailed from an 
arini Ai rv almost closed chib of veteran statesman whose appointment 
»f Justice- 1 ^ ^ based largely on tactical rather than strategic objectives. 

^ireh_But tbe 47-year-old Kabariti comes from what could be 

-ORimuQi. ^ described as third generation Jordanian politicians. He is yet 

iwar_tOrprove that Jbc is a statesman. His 31-member cabinet has 

1 Irrigajfo 1 ** familiar faces and new ones too. The 22 deputies who joined 
l AJ his cabinet, now dubbed as the first parliamentary Govern- 

7 Indust 1 ' menl; iD rccent history, should allow Mr Kabariti a fairly easy 
> ^ doling with the Lower House. In that seose be has shown 
eidat » realism and pragmatism opting to appease the deputies rather 
l0 d4n« .*** than confront them. 

tu*** 1 Bat what is important about Mr Kabiriti’s Government is 
or Mu - tbe Royal mandate that it received to initiate total change in 
airs mc ^ * Jordan. The young premier has an impeccable reputation as a 
£ . ar) d u c iean and honest public figure who joined tbe ranks Of Gov- 
j] , eminent as an elected deputy, twice winning his Aqaba sear 

0 in general elections. Along with former Prime Minister 

a . Taber Al Maxi, Kabariti is the second elected official to be 

r V appointed premier in the last four years. 

■ A'vqaf t Mr Kabarifi’s political fortunes began to change after Jor- 
dan-concluded its peace agreement with Israel. As head of 
Jialaf-Hneij tbe Foreign Relations Committee at the Lower House he was 
Tanning; ' seen as having contributed to tbe successful passage of the 
iJabbasMj. peace treaty in Parliament in late 1994. For that, he was 
g) and banded the'portfolio of the Foreign Ministry in the outgoing 
Prince (Sharif) Zaid Ben Shaker’s Government, which was 
™ad Tim eft formed in January 1995. Mr Kabariti successfully carried ont 
State for p ' die sensitive task of restoring Jordan's relations with Saudi 
drs; ^ Arabia and the Gulf states. He did so with considerable suc- 
Al Tal — u. cess especially with Saudi Arabia. Bui mat mission was not 
fur Prime \r* accomplished without some sacrifices. Many Jordanians saw 
Mr Kabariti as working to distance Jordan from Iraq—an 
I Abu Janu. is5ub special concern to Jordanian industrialists and busi- 
of 7® nessmen. His harsh remarks against Iraq echoed those of His 
; Majesty King Hussein who is keen to maintain Jordan's 

ibar_iii- - weight and influence in the region as the peace process digs 

^ IDOL 

Shakh Mr Kabariti's Government will undoubtedly excel in 
,f Labour* improving Jordan's foreign relations, especially with Israel, 
theimi U ' : »n. ** States, Europe and the Gulf states. Mr Kabariti 
opted to keep the Foreign Affairs portfolio to himself. But 
Jud- h the “total change" challenge that the King has called for 

an “ Mi requires more work on the home front It is here that the US 
educated Kabariti will face daunting challenges. Reviving 
>nneikat^ national economy, dealing with the endemic problems of 
f! !ure: unemployment, poverty, falling standard of living among 

'a Abdul Uf others, requires a little more than good intentions and politi- 
•linister (ifSt* cal acumen. 

: ad Daotid/efc. Perhaps the biggest challenge facing Mr Kabariti today is 
uuth: to redefine the role of the public sector and streamline the 

>ud Odeb Njd government This awesome task was shunned by his prede- 
f Education: cessors because it often meant colliding with special interest 
' Al Masri . groups whether amongst the tribes, tbe constituencies or the 
ducation: big businesses. 

\wad _ Mini* Mr Kabariti moved fast to assure tbe press, professional 
associations and political parties that he is not seeking con- 
adadha — \| fioutation. That was a good move on his part. He is already 
it for For* succeeded in giving the impression that his Government will 
be a liberal, open, transparent and democratic one. But crit- 
Muasher - * cs * a™* surely this Government will have its share of them, 
[formation: decided that- Mr.'Kabariti has nostereo typed political 

iser — MMss cqnviction.s of his own. He is not a Baathist a pan-Arabist, a 
-aiii e Dercfc Nasserite, nor is he known for his Islamist leanings. May be 
^ this .should be to his credit He speaks of generalities; pre~ 

» , ■ _ ^ serving Arab unity and safeguarding Jordan's pan-Arab role. 

, So far he did not have to make ideological alliances with any 

! distinctive group. In the future he may have to do so. 

" .But in the real world there are no fairy tales and like all 
j seek >vuk politicians Mr Kabariti will have foes. Tbe honeymoon could 
" -a j i i ..jjn« last for a couple of months, but there will be those in the old 
ui.-n guard who will love to see Mr Kabariti fail. He is already 

ire two opwr seal as having stepped on too many toes, at tbe Royal Court 
>i,.\ Kibjnuc among other places, to get to where he is now. Whether he 
•rh!> leia 1 can muster the survival instinct that eveiy politirian dreams 
a h-. lOiniM* of having is a matter of time. There are those who will make 
,j .(‘jh-nufice comparisons with Mr Masri's Government, which was 
h.'r-t cvjjiii” forced out after only six month in office. Mr Kabariti will be 1 
■V? orfXM* 6rs 1 ’® dismiss such allusions. We hope he’s right- ! 

Se<.r-.*ur-3iE . . '.•••• _ 

cmen-: 'u* A nice man at the MOI 

vao"* The choice of Dr Marwan Muasher as Minister of Informa- 
» : i.ite itf ^ tion in tfe new Kabariti Government is a welcome step. Dr 
r lS The ^ Muasher is seen by Jordanian journalists more of a colleague 
, y K . jinr-lintf' than a minister—having been a regular columnist for the Jor- 
- ireju dan Times for many years back in 1980s. Those who dealt 
v. i;h the is' with him know him as a western oriented intellectual, and as 
L ..nunitf ^ °P en '“‘“ded in his thinking and approach. 

^ a nice man like him doing at the Ministry of 

Information? Good question. We hope Dr Muasher will not 
stnjJg haveno shed his liberal attire and chase' after the ’•renegade” 
i«ess with a big stick. Nor do we want him to yield to pres- 
' tf ““s ® revise the press law in favor of a backward one. In 

“ ^ we hope Dr Muasher will embark on a great mission: 

uw ^ That of writing himself out of a job. There are good argu- 
c ‘ in '^ meats today, under this Government, to abolish the Ministry 
i’ll oF Information altogether. 

. As recent as the outgoing Government, there were hints at 
-j he' J* transforming tbe Government-owned radio and television 
rr-iri'ni * & into a public corporation. Tbe Press and Publication DepL is 
.pt-ini fi £ already up to its head with work “regulating" the local press 
i ^ and “censoring" foreign publications. What’s left for the 

r . hfinister of Information to do? In tbe first few days since he 

-, •mn^ nL ^ assumed his job. Dr Muasher presented himself as the offi- 
•» rial Government spokesman, holding a press conference 
after a cabinet meeting. Let’s hope he wall continue in this 
* tradition. ■ - 
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JOB OFFER 

Full-time administrator wanted for small 
international research institute 
Qoalificatioiis: 

* 5 years experience of office administration 

*. fluency in written & spoken English and Arabic 

* .computer literacy and experience in Word, Excel & 
Access 

* small-business accounting experience 
-- clean Jordanian driving licence 
Benefits:- 

- salary, linked to sterling 

* 21 days holiday per year 

* Medical Insurance scheme 

Only qualified people need apply. Send CV and applica¬ 
tion later in English with recommendation letter to 
Fax; 837197 by 13th February. 
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# His Majesty King Hussein visited the Royal Wings, the new airline company on Tuesday. King Hussein praised the airline and 1 
said that it wiD play a complementary role to Royal Jordanian. Royal Wings will provide shuttle services between the capitals of 
the region. Initially however, its Canadian built De Haviland Dash 8-300 plane wffl operate a twice-weekly flight between 
Amman and Td Aviv, starting on 10 February. 


Honorary Consul of Iceland: 

We are trying to promote 
Iceland-Jordan touristic 

relations 


EDITOR’S NOTE: Geo¬ 
graphically, Iceland is iso- 
fated form tbe woiid by huge 
waters. Its active and ambi¬ 
tions people bare managed to 
reach Europe and other con¬ 
tinents til rough diplomatic, 
trade and cultural relations. 
Iceland's Honorary Consul 
in Jordan, Mrs S tetania 
Khalifeh spoke to Awni Aba 
Gosh, of The Star on the his¬ 
tory of this country and its 
relations with Jordan. 
Excerpts follow. 

Can yon tell me something 
about Iceland? 

Iceland is an independent 
nation living on a -large island 
in the North Atlantic. Its popu¬ 
lation is not grealer than a 
medium sized town elsewhere 
(255.855 as of December 
1990). Though its per capita 
income is among the highest in 
the world. Iceland is greatly 
dependent on Europe. How¬ 
ever, in 1974, it celebrated the* 
1100th anniversary of the 
country’s settlement by the 
Norwegian Vikings. Home of 
Europe's oldest parliament, 
Iceland has also shown a devo¬ 
tion to learning, from the writ¬ 
ing of the medieval Sagas to 
the standard of education 
which makes possible the high 
technology of its economy 
today. Statistics give no idea of 
this treeless island’s strange 
beauty, of limitless horizons 
and clear skies, of a myriad of 
wild flowers and birds, of mag¬ 
nificent glaciers. Nor will they 
tell you that the Gulf Stream 
keeps her harbors icefree 
despite the extremely north- 
eraly latitude. They can never 
describe the dramatic contrast 
between the 24-hour daylight 
of summer and the 20-hour 
darkness of midwinter. 

A 12 century old country 
with so tittle population. 
How come? 

The hisioo' of Iceland is dif¬ 
ferent from that of most other 
countries; Island has no pre¬ 
historic period. Iceland was the 
last country in Europe to be 
settled in the Middle Ages, 
when all neighboring countries 
bad been'inhabited for thou¬ 
sands of years. 

In Greek and Roman 
sources, there is mention of 
TTiule. the northern most island 
of the world. Though not nec¬ 
essarily corresponding exactly 
to Iceland, Thule was the first 
name of the country and was 
used for some time in the Mid¬ 
dle Ages. 

Roman coins (dating about 
AD 300) have also been found 
in recent excavations, possibly 
meaning that seafarers from 
Roman England at the time 
had reached Iceland then. 

The Irish however, discov¬ 
ered this far away island in the 
8th century, and Irish hermits 
lived from time to time in the 
country they called Thule. 

Nordic explorers discovered 
Iceland around the middle of 
the 9th century, and a Norwe¬ 
gian disgruntled with the cold 
climate there, gave it the name 
Iceland which has been kept 
ever since. Iceland's first per¬ 
manent settler was a Norwe¬ 
gian, who made his home near 
some hot springs in the south¬ 
west of the Island. He named 
the place Reykjavek i Smoky 
Bay ), after the white clouds of 
geothermal steam he saw ris¬ 
ing there, and it was on this 
spot that the capital city of Ice¬ 
land ’Reykjavek' was born. 



Stefan ia 
Khalifeh 


Does that mean tbe Ice¬ 
landic people are originally 
Norwegians? 

Tradition says that tbe Age 
of Settlement in Iceland began 
in AD 874 up to AD 930. In 
this period, the country was 
populated. The great majority 
came from Norway and other 
Nordic countries, but a fair 
number came from the British 
Isles, particularly Ireland. 
These different elements 
mixed and fused in various 
ways to create a new nation, 
the Icelanders, a nation of 
immigrants. 

But how did they manage 
their new society in that iso¬ 
lated place at that time? 

In that new settlement, ihe 
most powerful chieftains soon 
found the need for come kind 
of common framework that 
would legally unify the coun¬ 
try. The result was* the setting 
up of the Icelandic Common¬ 
wealth. and the republic was 
established in AD 930. 

Strange. A republic at 
hi gh times of kingdoms? 

Indeed, there was no real 
executive power in that medie¬ 
val republic, which in part 
contributed to its eventual 
demise, though legislative and 
judicial powers were vested in 
the Parliament- 

In those distant times, from 
which the Sagas date, the Ice¬ 
landers were still a seafaring 
nation, taking part in lucrative 
Viking raids, and exploring 
the high seas. In fact, in their 
voyages they discovered 
Greenland and set up a settle¬ 
ment there. An Icelandic team 
also reached the east coast of 
North America about 500 
years before Columbus. 

Settlers in Iceland were 
heathen. However, it was vis¬ 
ited by many Christian mis¬ 
sionaries, and in the year 1000 
AD, Christian faith was 
adopted by the Parliament. 
Christianity brought not only a 
new faith to Iceland, but also 
links with European culrure. 

Was that the main reason 
for die collapse of the first 
republic? 

In fact, the balance of 
power collapsed in the 12th 
and 13 th centuries as bitter 
conflicts and open warfare 
broke out among tbe strongest 
chieftains vying for supre¬ 
macy. The chieftains turned to 
the Norwegian king for sup¬ 


port Eventually, Iceland came 
under the reign of the Norwe¬ 
gian crown in 1262 AD. When 
Norway passed into Danish 
hands, sometime later, Iceland 
was ruled, too, by the same 
kingdom for little over a 
century. 

In the 16th century, the Dan¬ 
ish king introduced some 
reforms to his realm. Icelanders 
rebelled against him. but they 
were finally defeated. Through 
those reforms, the King 
acquired the wealth of the 
Church. ■ Danish merchants 
yyere granted monopoly on the 
lucrative trade of Iceland. In 
1662 the Danish king assumed 
absolute power, and the Ice¬ 
landers suffered from economic 
and authoritarian restraints. The 
17th and 18th centuries were 
the hardest times in the life of 
the Icelanders: natural catas¬ 
trophes. volcanic eruptions, 
poverty, epidemics, harsh gov¬ 
ernments, etc. In fact, the 
whole nation came close to 
being wiped out in that period. 

How did the nation 
survive? 

Influenced by new liberal 
ideas from the continent in the 
19th century, the Icelandic stu¬ 
dents launched - with the active 
support of their countrymen - 
the movement for freedom and 
independence. Jon Sigurdson 
was their leader, and a pro¬ 
claimed national hero (with his 
birthday. 17 June, being cele¬ 
brated as a national day in the i 
country). i 

The independence movement 
was slow, but steady, and was 
marked by a number of mile¬ 
stone events. Trade monopoly 
was lifted in 1854. In 1904, the 
Icelanders finally gained their 
own government residing in 
Iceland. By 1918 though Ice¬ 
landers were still subjects of 
the Danish crown, they were in 
control of their internal affairs 
for the next 25 years. In 1944, 
the Parliament decided to cut 
all ties with Denmark and 
establish an independent repub¬ 
lic, which was approved by a 
97^ vote in a national 
referendum. 

The modem republic of Ice¬ 
land is governed by a constitu¬ 
tional democracy, 4-year parlia¬ 
mentary elections, and a 4-year 
elected president. The president 
of Iceland today is Vigids Finn- 
bogadonir. who has been serv¬ 
ing since 1980, when she 
became the first woman ever in 
the world to be elected head of 
state in a democratic election. 


What about Iceland’s 
international relations? 

Iceland is a member of the 
Untied Nations, NAT O, t he 
Council of Europe, EFTA. 
OECD. GATT, and many 
other organizations. And. of 
course. Iceland is part and par¬ 
cel of the Nordic countries, 
and the parliamentary Nordic 
Council in particular. 

When were Iceland’s rela¬ 
tions with Jordan 
established? 

Back in 1989. In October of 
that year. His Majesty King 
Hussein, and the accompany-- 
ing 65-member delegation, had 
a stop over in Iceland on their 
way to Canada. Feeling well 
received by the Icelandic Presi¬ 
dent, King Hussein thought of 
the idea of diplomatic relations 
between the two countries. The 
procedures followed. The then 
Jordanian ambassador to the 
UK. Dr Albert Butros pre¬ 
sented his credentials in 
Reykjavek as a non-resident 
ambassador to Iceland. 

On 16 May 1990, Iceland . 
opened its consulate in 
Amman, with myself as the 
first woman consul in the 
countiy. 

Noteworthy, my designation 
as a representative of Iceland 
in Jordan was really timely in 
our terms. We had some 55 
Icelanders in several Middle 
Eastern countries, especially in 
the Gulf region, when the Gulf 
War broke out in 1990. I had 


_ By Rued Al Abed _ 

Kill the electoral draft law 

A few weeks before the formation of the Kabariti cabinet, 
the former Government introduced a new electoral draft law 
for the 1997 elections. It is the same ‘one man one vote’ law, 
but with slight amendments. The number of deputies will go 
up from 80 to a 100, while die voting age is to be reduced from 
19 to IS. The draft law eases the registration process by hand¬ 
ing this duty to the Civil Status departments around the coun¬ 
cry. Voters would be able to use their national IDs instead of 
their electoral cards. The articles of the draft law have been 
□arrowed down to 59 from the present 75 articles. These 
amendments are to encourage citizens to participate in the 
coining election. 

Our happiness unfortunately did not last long as we read the 
rest of the draft law. The designers of the proposal violated 
national interests by repeating the mistakes of the current law 
in the enforcement of sectarianism and ethnicity, which take 
the country back to the 1940s when it was divided into catego¬ 
ries of Muslims, Christians, Chechens, Circassians and 
Bedouins. 

This is unfortunate, especially when all Jordanians are equal 
in the eyes of the Constitution, and when we claim to have sue- , 
ceeded in creating a social integration between Jordanians. 

The new draft law increases the deposit to stand for elec- j 
tions from JD 500 to JD 1000. Such an amount will prevent i 
many qualified people who cannot afford this kind of money, 
and will limit Lhe participation of political parties, most of 
whom are already bankrupt. If the draft goes through it will 
only be people with lots of dough that will run for the 
elections. 

The current law bans campaigns in mosques, universities 
and schools, something which could be understandable. But 
the new draft extends the ban to public places. Where should 
candidates campaign when the time comes, may we ask? 

Voters can only elect in there place of residence—the area 
of residence which is stated in the Family Book. 

Concerning the distribution of seats, we will let the numbers 
talk. Jordan has a population of 4,139,458, according to the 
1995 statistics — 7.6% are foreigners— if we divide the 
3,824.859 citizens on the 100 [suggested] seats of the Lower 
House, one deputy will represent 38.248 citizens. In that 
respecL seats should be distributed according to the 12 govern- 
orates and to the density of the population. Unfortunately, tbe 
draft law goes exactly against the wishes of the people. The 
Amman Govemorate has 38% of the total population, and as 
such should get 38 seats, but the draft law gives it only 22 
seats. This means that the govemorate will lose 5.8% of the 
seats. The Zarqa Govemorate. which forms 15.5% of the popu¬ 
lation, deserves 15.5 seats, while the proposal gives it only 
nine seats. 5.6% less than its right. Al Mafraq Govemorate is 
also hard done by. Al Mafraq has 4.3% of the population, it 
deserves 4.3 seats, but only gets three seats. 

The govemorates of Jerash, Ajloun. Irbid and Balqa in the 
north of Amman constitute 29.9% of the population, but will 
get 35 seats. The five govemorates of Madaba, Karak. Tafila, 
Ma'an and Aqaba form 11.95% of the population, and get 21 
seats. 

The new cabinet is asked to review the proposal and even to 
withdraw it. To come up with a civilized electoral law 
shouldn't be a hard job. The countiy should be dealt with as 
one unit, with Jordanians as one people regardless of their ori¬ 
gin, or ethnic background. ■ | 


the primary responsibility of 
evacuating and sending them 
back home safely. They were 
medical doctors, technicians, 
managerial experts, with their 
families, working in - Iraq, 
Kuwait, Saudi Arabia. Yemen, 
UAE, Oman, and Bahrain. 

However, in March 1992, 
King Hussein had another stop 
over in Iceland on his way to 
the US and Canada again. Offi¬ 
cial meetings between the 
.leaders of the two countries , 
the Prime Ministers, and also 
foreign ministers were held in 
Reykjavek on bilateral 
relations. 

What concrete protocols of 
cooperation and friendship 
with Jordan do you have? 

Mainly cultural. Our bi¬ 
annual Reykjavik An Festival 
(visual an, opera theatre, song 
recitals, etc.) was jointly 
opened in May 1992 by Prince 
Faysal, Fhincess Alia and the 
Icelandic President. 

The exhibition “Two Thou¬ 
sand Years of Color", featur¬ 


ing Jordanian mosaics, and 
Mrs Widad Kawar’s collection 
of costumes and jewelry at the 
National Gallery. In fact, the 
exhibition had previously 
toured Denmark and Sweden, 
and received a larger audience 
than any other exhibition. 

Iceland assists Jordan in the 
filed of natural resources. Two 
scholarships have already been 
granted to Jordan, and the third 
will be given next year to study 
geothermal utilization at the 
UN Geothermal University in 
Iceland. 

The plantation of a Scandi¬ 
navian forest in Baqa is a 
source of our pride. Its inaugu¬ 
ration took place in 1989 with 
the presence of the Swedish 
King Carl Gusiaf. 

Currently, we are trying io 
promote Iceland-Jordan touris¬ 
tic relations. We have opted to 
invite the Jordanian minister of 
tourism and antiquities to Ice¬ 
land. and after that see the 
proper measures of tourist 
group exchanges. ■ 
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Kabariti and the promise of change 


JORDAN LANS ARE PINNING high hopes on the performance of the Govern¬ 
ment of Abdel Karim Kabariti which was formed this week. The Royal letter of 
designation, which has become the mandate of this Government, reflects boldly 
the aspirations of all Jordanians at this important phase of their lives. 

The white revolution rhat His Majesty King Hussein has called for. requires a 
strona Government that is able to translate its promise of change into reality. 

Mr Kabariti already has his hands full. While his Government will undoubtedly 
make important gains on the foreign policy front, Jordanians are hoping that a to¬ 
tal change will materialize on the domestic front as well. It is here that the new 
Government will face the most crucial of challenges. But while the challenges are 
abundant, so are the opportunities. 

Mr Kabariti has shown on many occasions that he is a man of deeds rather than 
words. In his short tenure as Minister of Foreign Affairs in the previous Govern¬ 
ment. he was able to create positive change in Jordan’s relauons with its neigh¬ 
bors. especially Saudi Arabia and the Gulf states. King Hussein’s upcoming visit 
to Saudi Arabia next week is the result of Mr Kabariti’s endeavors to take Jordan 
beyond the Gulf War phase and into a new era of Arab reconciliation. 

But Jordanians should not let emotions run high. The Kabariti Government will 
have to deal with problems that are enormous in size and require more hard work 
than quick solutions. Unemployment, falling standards of living and economic 
stagnation and other ailments will not disappear overnight. If anything they re¬ 
quire a true change in the mentality of Government in Jordan. But more impor¬ 
tantly, bitter medicine may be prescribed for these ailments to disappear. 

It is here that Mr Kabariti and his team of ministers need to concentrate their ef¬ 
forts. The opportunities made available by peace in the Middle East are many. So 
far. Jordanians have seen little of the promised fruits of peace. One of the ironies 
in Jordan today is the almost total dependency of people on the Government The 
latter has grown big and inefficient Foreign investors tend to shun countries 
where red-tape and inefficient civil service are the norm. This is why Mr Kabariti 
faces some tough decisions ahead. 

To create a new set of traditions at the public service level he will have to re¬ 
duce Government size and influence allowing the private sector and market forces 
to slowly take over with minimum pain. 

That’s why we view the Kabariti Government more as a transitional force, not 
in the sense of its tenure and durability, but in the nature of its mission. 

Change will not come in two or three months time. Our expectations must not 
be dashed by the slow pace with which reform will take place. We should not sit 
idly by and watch miracles take place. For change'ito happen we have to begin at 
the grassroots level—and that will take time. 


Job well done 


Dear Sir, 


.tfelwlalft} BTA; 


THIS IS wonderful. I am an American- 
horn proud Jordanian and have traveled 
to Jordan many times. Z also hare attended 
the University of Jordan to learn to read 
and write iu Arabic. 

At that lime, I looked forward to the 
new issue or The Star every week, and 
would read it from front to back in a mat¬ 
ter or hours, especially enjoying the Tech¬ 
nology section. 

So when surfing the net. Z encountered 
The Star Online, and was dated. Thanks 
for a wonderful service to all Jordanians 
all over the world. Now I look forward to 
each and every edition online. ■ 
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Water: 


A vital need for the 


security of the region 


The leaders of the two ancient cousin civilizations should be too wise to let 
such an opportunity as provided by the Wye Plantation talks slip away, 
thus continuing to face both war with each other and war with nature 


By Carrie Nelle Moye 

US Star Correspondent 


THE ANCIENT Greek histori¬ 
an Herodotus, known as the 
Father of History, immortal¬ 
ized himself and'his wisdom 
by saying, “Egypt is the gift of 
the Nile." The Middle East, 
like much of the world, is suf¬ 
fering increasingly from water 
shortages, leading to crop fail¬ 
ures and subsequent scarcity of 
food, and, in many instances, 
decreasing energy (based on 
water/electricity) production. 

Water, food (versus mili¬ 
tary) security and energy are 
the major issues being con¬ 
fronted by the Syrians and Is¬ 
raeli negotiators meeting now 
at Wyc Plantation in Eastern 
Maryland, in a forceful attempt 
to bring to fruition the cycle of 
peace in the Middle East. De¬ 
spite the intricate and inaliena¬ 
ble connection between the 
three factors, water is the one 
single most important issue 
that demands the attention and 
spearheads the list of vital in¬ 
terests. 

Despite the many differenc¬ 
es and animosities that have 
been both blatant and festering 
for the past half century be¬ 
tween Israel and Syria (and 
with it. Lebanon) the two sides 
have come to realize that peace 
is the only alternative for the 
survival of the region and the 
continued existence of viable 
political structures. On the sur¬ 
face. the negotiating teams are 
debating borders, lines of inter¬ 
nationally recognized cease 
fire demarcation, observation 
posts and security zones, buf¬ 
fer areas and multinational 
forces to monitor and separate 
the antagonists—but water is 
the essence, the element that is 
omnipresent and transcends all 
other complexities in the pro¬ 
cess of the final negotiations. 



.This has long been known 
by the protagonists and now is 
becoming evident to the world: 
It is not territory per se but the 
water resources” in the territory 
which hold the ultimate key to 
the eventual break-through to 
peace. The Golan Heights are 
part of the slopes of Mount 
Hermon. towering at the point 
where the borders of Syria, 
Lebanon. Jordan and Israel 
meet. Mount Hermon is the 
highest elevation in the Anti- 
Lebanon range, annually at¬ 
tracting abundant rain and 
snow. The waters of Lake Ti- 
bcrias/Sca of Galilee and the 
waters of many rivers and 
streams feeding the Jordan Riv¬ 
er originate from the under¬ 
ground aquifers of Mount Her¬ 
mon. Control and protection of 
die slopes and underground 
sources wall assure abundant 
supplies of water, hence addi¬ 
tional intensive fanning, pro¬ 
duction of electricity and the 
greening of all land therefore 
make it hospitable for addition¬ 
al human habitation. In a re¬ 


gion where water is the source 
of life, in a region where strik¬ 
ing water out of rock by Moses 
was a miracle accepted by the 
three great religions. Judaism. 
Christianity and Islam—in 
such a region water means lit¬ 
erally die continued existence 
of nations. For Israel, access to 
the waters of Mount Hermon is 
vital for human consumption, 
agriculture, industry and recla¬ 
mation of the desert. Whether 
Israel possesses atomic bombs 
is less vital to the survival of 
the state than the availability of 
water. Atomic bombs may de¬ 
ter enemies and aggression, but 
only water can make life possi¬ 
ble for the population whose 
calling was to gather in the 
“promised land” where milk 
and honey flow. Where there is 
no water, there will be neither 
milk nor honey—and no inhab¬ 
itants to stay or immigrants to 
come. 

For Syria and Lebanon, the 
problems are similar. Syria is 
facing a severe crisis in water 
resources and energy produc¬ 


tion due to the con¬ 
struction of many 
dams in Turkey on 
the Euphrates and Ti¬ 
gris rivers. Syria's 
population is growing 
rapidly, its industries 
are expanding and its 
agriculture is flour¬ 
ishing as a result of 
Haffez Al Assad's 
new economic poli¬ 
cies of relaxation 
from socialism and 
movement toward a 
free market economy. 
If Syria and Israel do 
not cooperate and 
share the water re¬ 
sources of Mount 
Hermon. both stand 
. to lose. 

J The leaders of the 
two ancient cousin 
civilizations should be too wise 
to let such an opportunity as 
provided by the Wye Planta¬ 
tion talks slip away, thus con¬ 
tinuing to face both war with 
each other and war with na¬ 
ture. In the foreseeable future, 
it may not be surprising to see 
Syria and Israel joining forces 
to protect, defend, develop and 
maximize the use of this pre¬ 
cious source of water. A few 
years ago. who would have 
dared to believe that one day 
Syria and Israel would be pre¬ 
pared to wage war, side by 
side as allies, to defend their 
common sources of water, 
even against an adversary/ 
friend like Turkey ? 

One can Only hope that Tur¬ 
key, the most likely threat to 
the Middle East water source, 
would not challenge the results 
of the long sought peace be¬ 
tween Israel and Syria by un¬ 
dermining the livelihood of Us 
neighbors, its future markets, 
and suppliers of its petrole¬ 
um.! 


The White Revolution 

The Government and the 
new work ethic 


By Khairi Janbek 


WITH GREAT excitement. 
Jordanians have received the 
news of the formation of a 
new cabinet to implement His 
Majesty's Jordanian white 
revolution. And with greater 
excitement. Jordanians are 
awaiting the changing of the 
guard, that will work under the 
cabinei to fulfill the directives 
of King Hussein. 

The injection of new blood 
into the Jordanian “body poli¬ 
tic” could not have come at a 
more timely moment, for the 
despair and disillusion fell by 
the Jordanian people was 
reaching a sjjgr of apathy and 
uncommitted carelessness. 
Perhaps now the warnings and 
openness of His Majcsry. and 
the tireless efforts ol HRH 
Crown Pnnce Hanson in em¬ 
phasizing the King's desire for 
a modem Jordan, built on the 
principles of pluralism, respect 
of human rights, and equal op¬ 
portunities can be taken up se¬ 
riously by a new generation of 
officials, trained in Hashemite 
thought, and believers in the 
future of Jordan. 

Mr Kabumi has shown 
great abilities in understanding 
the future political dimension 
pursued by the Jordanian lead¬ 
ership Its dose working _ (BB 
relationship with the new’ 

Chief of the Royal I 

Court. Mr Own Al Kha- 
sawnch wtll provide the 
right equilibrium be¬ 
tween the necessary lia- 

son of both institutions 

and the freedom of ma¬ 
noeuvrability for the 
Gov emmeni Both gen¬ 
tlemen have first hand 
experience in working 

under the command of 
His Majesty, and arc of 
the same school of 
though: as Prince Has¬ 
son. Exciting and fruitful 
times are awaiting the 
Jordanian people, but 
nothing will come about j 

without eneendenng the - 

work ethic into our 
psyche, and preparing 
ourselves for more com¬ 
mitted hard work. 

As for the composi¬ 
tion of the Government, 
there has been some 
rumblings regarding the 
fact that there are many 
Lower House deputies in 


the Cabinet. But such com¬ 
plaints must lake into consider¬ 
ation that those Parliamentari¬ 
ans are after all the 
representatives of the people, 
who have been elected freely 
to represent their voters and 
when possible, help in currying 
out the policies promised in 
their prc-clcclion manifestos. 

At one point, we seem to 
want parliamentarians to shout 
on our behalf in the corridors 
of the legislature, but do not 
want them to carry out the pol¬ 
icies wc have elected them to 
implement. If there is disaffec¬ 
tion with the performance of 
our MPs. then perhaps voters 
ought to be more careful, and 
more importantly realize that, 
wc cannot constitutionally im¬ 
port our parliamentarians from 
abroad nor appoint them in our 
Gov ernmem. 

Fur a Parliamentarian, the 
best venue to cany out the de¬ 
sired policies of the voters is 
obviously the executive 
branch. There is a good oppor- 
runiry for them now. to start 
practicing what they have 
preached for a very long time 
under the dnme nf Parliament 
A Government that reflects live 
diversity of all political views, 
that accepts and upholds our 
constitutional democracy, is a 


true Government of national 
unity that deserves all the sup¬ 
port from all the believers in 
the future of Jordan and its na¬ 
tional unity. 

Il is not enough though, to 
rest on nur laurels only by vir¬ 
tue of having an efficient team 
to govern the country, but wc 
must lake our fate into our own 
hands in working together for 
our own independent future. 
Prince Hassan has been leading 
tirelessly irt the field of prac- 
liec. carrying out ihc com¬ 
mands of our King. And lead¬ 
ing by example is tltc work 
ethos of our Crown Prince.lt is 
expected by us Jordanians to 
follow such an example in or¬ 
der to have a stake in the devel¬ 
opment and prosperity of our 
land. 

With optimism, wc look for¬ 
ward to seeing a Government 
that runs the country by exam¬ 
ple. and is not ashamed nf roll¬ 
ing up its sleeves in the pursuit 
of the well being of the Jordani¬ 
an citizen. Perhaps the new en¬ 
ergy injected into our system 
may at Iasi have the ripple ef¬ 
fect in. reaching parts ot our 
consciousness, that could not 
be reached before, by the other 
governments. A government 
that is not afraid iu govern is a 
committed government, and the 


journey to achieving the fruits 
of the white revolution must 
pass through the cathartic ef¬ 
fects of the courage of convic¬ 
tion when it comes to the lone- 
Jwaited purging of our un¬ 
healthy system of public ser¬ 
vice. 

We ought to be reminded 
thai public service means actu¬ 
ally what the term indicates, 
and that is "(icrvice." The Jor¬ 
danian tax payer and citizen, is 
not the servant of the official, 
but rather the opposite. Tlx* of¬ 
ficial is the servant of the citi¬ 
zen. This warped relationship 
between insignificant power 
seekers and the ethos of public 
service must be corrected be¬ 
fore anything else 

We arc confident that the 
cabinet of Mr Kabariti will 
lackie the issue, and il will not 
be easy to destroy all those 
centers nf power, monopoly, 
and vested interest, but unfor¬ 
tunately wc do not have many 
chorees, and the Jordanian citi¬ 
zen is aching to restore his dig¬ 
nity and participate in the deci¬ 
sion making process. So let the 
system he purged from its un¬ 
true elements." and let us to¬ 
gether allow our aspirinc 
youth to lake their rightful 
place in our society. On with 
the White Revolution. ■ 
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ALL OF a sudden, and 
with a mixture of jingoism 
and extreme nationalism, 
an ancient rivalry between 
Turkey and Greece has al¬ 
most flared up into a 
bloody war with dire con¬ 
sequences for the region 
and world politics. Now. 
that peace is at hand in the 
Arab world and Israel, 
those ancient conflicts in 
the age of nationalism de¬ 
mand the world's attention 
like never before. 

Warships facing each 
other, jets breaking the 
sound barrier, and crack 
troops from both sides con¬ 
fronting each other to com¬ 
plete the jigsaw and termi¬ 
nate the scenario. A 
deserted island almost di¬ 
vided the world and 
brought it a step closer to 
more confusion. A couple 
of Greek individuals found 
a deserted island and de¬ 
cided to plant the Greek 
flag on its soil, a scene 
reminiscent of the age of 
conquest and adventurism. 

No one bothered to ask 
whether such an action is 
trivial, but in the spirit of 
ancient conflicts, a couple 
of Turks moved into the is¬ 
land and replaced the 
Greek flag with a Turkish 
one: that island existed 
without any particular flag 
for a very long rime. 

Sovereignty, in the 21sr 
century is going to be de¬ 
fined by immature actions. 
Counter claims will be 
lodged through the barrel 
of 7he gun. The irony is 
that both countries ore 
NATO members and de¬ 
pendent on the EU. Both 
states, one European and 
the other aspiring to be so, 
have carried out their cen¬ 
turies old conflict, to the 
shores of Europe. 

Despite the bravado and 
slogans, one cannot help 
but think that there is more 
to this flag-island conflict 
than meets the eye. Un¬ 
doubtedly the conflict al¬ 
most flared up into a foil | 
war on many occasions. ! 
i However, recent circum¬ 
stances are indicating a 
more dangerous develop¬ 
ments. , 

The inability of the 
Turkish PM to form a coa¬ 
lition may have played a 
role in capitalizing on an 
already volatile situation to 
promote Turkish interests 
and Turkish sovereignty. If 
this is the case, then one 
can assume that it is only 
natural to act like a quick 
draw fighter, and win as 
many votesas one can. If 
rc-elcclion is what faces 
Turkey, the flag contest 
will be used to the maxi¬ 
mum. it seems that the lack 
of government in a country 
in no way hinders it from 
launching an attack. 

As for Greece, the ad¬ 
vent of a new prime minis¬ 
ter is a difficult task, espe¬ 
cially when one considers 
the successor of Mr Papan- 
dreo. The flag story may 
have provided a good op¬ 
portunity for the Greek 
prime minister to establish, 
himself. Both sides decid¬ 
ed to take the hard road, 
rather than resort to the an¬ 
cient act most suitable to- 
ancicm conflicts: diploma¬ 
cy. 

The pattern from now 
on. seemx set. Medium size 
European or those aspiring 
to be European will be act¬ 
ing in a belligerent manner. 
This is unbecoming of 
their traditions and history, 
and, more importantly, 
wav beyond their financial 
capabi lilies. 

Greece is stilt close to 
the conflict in the former 
Yugoslavia, and made its 
intentions clear regarding 
the Macedonia question. 
Problems still exist with 
Albania and Bulgaria, and 
it seems that il enjoys play¬ 
ing the role of a main pow¬ 
er in the area. 

Turkey for its part, con¬ 
trols the water tap of the 
Middle East, and with 35 
dams, has a little niche for 
itself as a major force of 
arbitration in the area. Al¬ 
though the hopes and 
dreams of both nations 
should not have pul them 
in conflict, each is looking 
in a different direction. 

The Mediterranean is-, 
land of Cyprus is still a 
bone of contention, and the 
years of psychological en¬ 
mity have not been digest¬ 
ed as part of history. This 
will not be the last confron¬ 
tation for both countries, 
but one hopes that diplo¬ 
macy win be used more of¬ 
ten. ■ 
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Business 

scene 


■' Tfaie Jordan Press and 
Publication Co., (Ad Dus- 
tour) js to distribute JD 
375,000 to it sharcWeis. 
jins is 25 percent of the 
profits it made in 1995. The 
company is increasing its 
paid, up capital to two mil- 
gOO dinar s. It has already 
floated 500,000 --shares on 

the market at a nominal 
.price of JD 1 per share. Its 
decision to increase its 
da'yidened to the sharehold¬ 
ers 'stemmed from the fact 
that the newspaper is now 
only paying 15 percent in 
income tax and not the 38 
percent it used to pay. 

■ The net operational prof¬ 
its of the Arab Financial 
Services Co. has increased 
to $3.8 million for 1995. 
TIbs is .a 700 percent 
iodease over 1994 which 
was a mere $0.5 million. As 
a remit it is now able to pay 
five' percent to each of its 
shareholders. 

JftTbe A1 Jiser AJ Arabi 
Shipping Co., which is 
owned by the Jordanian, 
Iraqi and Egyptian govern¬ 
ments, has made a profit of 
JD 6 million for 1995. 
Speaking to Ad Dustour , 
tbe general manager CapL, 
Mohammad Dalabieh said 
that . $5 million were 
invested; in A1 Jiser A1 
Arabi in 1995. Hu's means 
drat, in addition to die 
profit it made, it now owns 
half of its flea. 

■The Dumber of new com¬ 
panies which registered in 
the Ministry of Industry 
and Trade was 173 as of 
last Etecember, compared to 
144 in the same period of 
1994: This is a 23.6 percent 
increase.. What is surprising 
however, is that the capital 
of these companies was 
only JD 9.590645 com¬ 
pared to JD 21.257.58 for 
1994. This means that there 
is a JD 11.766,413 differ¬ 
ence. Abont 56 of these 
companies had a capital of 
JD12.6 million. 

■ ■‘•The AFM closed at 
154.93 paints last Monday. 
The 0.63 percent increase 
over the day before .is the 
jesnlt of the. optimism con¬ 
nected with thomew gov- : 

■ eminent’s intention to 
acceteraie economic 


investment. Traded shares 
amoonted to 232,836 at a 
value of JD 765,765. 

M- ■; New Certificates of 
Deposit worth JD 15 mil- 
b'on : wiH be issued by the 
CBJan 10 February at an 
interest rate of 9.25% and 
95% for three and six 
months respectively. The 
CBJ ; also advised the 
hcensed banks of its readi¬ 
ness tO : rq-buy CDs in JDs 
at ah interest rate of 10%. 
The assets of CDs 
^mourned to JD 386.4 
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Exchangers have to think twice 
before dealing in the Iraqi dinar 



AMMAN (Star)—The abrupt 
increase in the rate of exchange 
of the Iraqi dinar in Jordanian 
markets has several dimen¬ 
sions. During the last five years 
of UN sanctions against Iraq. 
Jordan was the only source of 
basic consumer goods for Iraq. 
Although Jordan relied on Iraq 
for 95% of its needs of oil sup¬ 
plies, the latter continues to 
owe Jordan about JD 1.2 bil¬ 
lion. The sudden change in the 
Iraqi currency inflicted about 
JD 100 million worth of losses 
on Jordanian dealers and mer¬ 
chants in 1994 alone. 

Today, the imminent agree¬ 
ment between Iraq and tbe UN 
Security Council on a partial 
lifting of tbe sanctions has 
allowed expectations and spec¬ 
ulations to flourish among mer¬ 
chants. Until last 17 January 
(just one day before Iraq 
announced its readiness to 
negotiate the UN proposal). JD 
1 equaled 4,000 Iraqi dinars. 
Last Saturday. JD 1 = 700 Iraqi 
dinars. Such a leap in the rate 
of exchange was a golden 
opportunity for those Jordani¬ 
ans who still owned millions of 
worthless Iraqi dinars to 
promptly sell them. La a sense, 
(hey felt that they could recu¬ 
perate some of their 1994 
losses. In another, they rid 
themselves of a devalued cur¬ 
rency on the assumption that, 
under tbe new circumstances, 


Iraq may once again can¬ 
cel the present bank notes. 

A money exchanger told 
The Star , that all those 
involved in this process 
are brokers, who prefer to 
be patient and wait for bet¬ 
ter chances. 

Drawing lessons from 
the bitter experience of 
trading in tbe Iraqi dinar, 
the Central Bank of Jordan 
(CBJ) repeatedly warned 
Jordanian money exchang¬ 
ers of tbe high risk of trad¬ 
ing in the Iraqi currency. 
However. Jordanian 
money exchangers are still 
optimistic of a better 
opportunity that is still to 
came. They are encour¬ 
aged by the decision of the 
Iraqi Central Bank which fixed 
the rate of exchange at 500 
Iraqi dinars for $1. compared 
to 3,000 Iraqi dinars for $1, 
some time ago. 

Apart from those dealers 
who rushed this week and sold 
some of what they have, and 
those who await better 
chances, there are many mer¬ 
chants and money exchangers 
who have transferred the 
amounts they have to Iraq 
itself. They did so out of an 
awareness of a possible change 
in the Iraqi currency, and a 
possible closure of borders. 

In addition to this wavering 



atmosphere and the uncertainty 
attached to the next steps to be 
taken by the Iraqi authorities in 
this regard, rumors are spread¬ 
ing that Iraq has issued a new 
5,000 bank note. 

Though this could be linked 
to the possibility of changing 
the currency itself, some 
exchangers believes that the 
more denominations that bank 
notes have, and the higher 
these denominations are. the 
easier forgery and counterfeit¬ 
ing become. For this reason, 
professional money exchang¬ 
ers are still wondering whether 
Iraq might regain the Swiss 
edition of its already cancelled 


currency. 

Optimism, on the other hand, 
emanates from the official 
statements published in the 
Iraqi press on the forthcoming 
dawn that would put an end to 
the hardships of the Iraqi peo¬ 
ple. The press is actually refer¬ 
ring to the pending outcome of 
the Iraq-UN negotiations on tbe 
partial lifting of the sancrions. 

Though no Iraqi official has 
so far confirmed Iraq's accep¬ 
tance of UN terms, which stipu¬ 
late Iraq’s unequivocal pledge 
to observe these terms before 
the resumption of oil sales, 
ordinary Iraqi people continue 
undeterred in their sale of 


dollars. 

News reports show that bank 
assistants are even obliged to 
work extra hours to cope with 
the prompt increase in trade 
activity, and in dollar exchange 
in particular. 

Meanwhile, an independent 
consultancy corporation in 
Kuwait said that in the absence 
of an OPEC schedule before 
Iraq (an OPEC member) 
resumes its oil exports, oil 
prices will be deah a heavy 
blow. Shal for Economic Con¬ 
sultations expects oil prices to 
fall by $3 a barrel if Iraq re¬ 
joins the oil exporting 
countries. 

Businessmen from Iraq and 
Jordan assume that partial sanc¬ 
tion lifting will certainly be in 
favour of reviving the bilateral 
trade relations of both coun¬ 
tries. They also expea a rejuve¬ 
nation of commodity inflow in 
spite of the downsized trade 
protocol. Tbe newly emerging 
situation Will also reflect the 
policies of the two govern¬ 
ments in regard to strengthen¬ 
ing the role and contribution of 
the private sector which, until 
recently, had taken hold of 
trade exchange between the 
two countries. Hence, Jorda¬ 
nian money exchangers have to 
think twice before dealing in 
the Iraqi dinar. ■ 


Aqaba 


A great economic prospect 


AMMAN (Star)—Short and 
Medium term projects are 
already underway in Aqaba to 
expand the city’s domestic and 
regional role in the economic. 
. tourist, transport, and services 
fields. 

The Aqaba Port Authority is 
at tbe forefront in this regard. 
At a cost of JD 80 million, a 
two-stage project is being 
launched to increase the port’s 
export-import capacity by 29 
milli on tonnes per year (that is 
*10 million tonnes over tbe. 
present capacity). The first 
stage is scheduled to be com¬ 
pleted by the year 2000 at a 
cost of about JD 45 rmllion. 
Tbe second stage will be 
accomplished by the end of the 
new decade at a cost of JD 35 

milli on. 

By that time, planners expect 
the Aqab3 main port to be 
moved to the southern coast, 
whilst the present one will be 
used for tourists. These pro¬ 
jects promise to make Aqaba 
one of the most prosperous 
pons on the Red Sea. 

The expansion of the Aqaba 
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Airport to cope with an 
increase in tourists is seriously 
studied. The Government has 
allocated JD 200 million. The 
aim is to make the airport into 
an international one and work¬ 
ing around the clock with more 
staff and technicians. Upon its 
completion, the project will 
mean better services for south¬ 
ern Jordan and Aqaba in partic¬ 


ular, and further foster the eco¬ 
nomic and touristic develop¬ 
ment of the region. 

The transport sector in the 
southern part of the country is 
also undergoing development 
In less than three years, the 
Aqaba-Naqab highway will be 
completed at a cost of JD 30 
million. Other new roads for 
public transport and interna¬ 


tional and ring highways con¬ 
necting Jordan and Israel ( 
namely Aqaba and Eilat) and 
land transport for cargo are 
being built in that region. 

Despite the opposition 
against any new hotel projects 
in Aqaba, tbe Government has 
a different opinion. Officials 
stress that Dew hotels must be 
built to compete with Eilat. 

Eilat has 13 times more hotel 
rooms than Aqaba's only 2000 
rooms. At present, four-hotel 
projects at a cost of JD 30 mil¬ 
lion are under construction in 
Aqaba. 

In this regard also, coopera¬ 
tion is expected between tbe 
authorities in both Aqaba and 
Eilat especially in building a 
bigger hotel industry to cater 
for tourists. Eilat attracts more 
than two million visitors a year. 

Whilst it is true that Aqaba 
hotels operate full capacity 
between October and March 
every year, the aim is to pro¬ 
long this period. 

To boost the touristic mobil¬ 
ity in Aqaba, a special tourist 
zone between Aqaba and Eilat 


is now considered. At the same 
time, a maritime peace park is 
being planned on the Red Sea. 
The project is designed to and 
aimed at tbe organization of the 
coastal line in a way that pre¬ 
serves the coral reefs and mari¬ 
time environment in the area. 

The ministries of tourism 
and official authorities con¬ 
cerned in both countries are 
expected to follow up on the 
issue, and take effective, meas¬ 
ures to realize these two pro¬ 
jects for the interests of the 
local people and foreigners 
alike. 

Aqaba is currently witness¬ 
ing an active trade movement 
between Egypt and the Arab 
Gulf states which is managed 
by Jordanian merchants. 

Moreover. Jordanian traders 
are also engaged in Aqaba in 
goat and sheep imports des¬ 
tined to local markets, and re¬ 
exported to Syria, Lebanon and 
the Palestinian self-rule areas. 
Meanwhile, there are prospects 
of Israeli bromine and salt 
exports to the Far East via 
Aqaba. ■ 



Shoman chosen as banking 
personality for 1995 


• The Chairman of the Arab Bank Mr 
Abdel Hameed Shoman has been chosen 
as the Arab banking personality for 1995, 
by the Hadath Newsletter which is pub¬ 
lished by the General Union of Arab 
Banks (XJAB). He will be officially named 
at the annual meeting of UAB which is to 
be held in New York between 20-25 May. 

The Arab Bank has just opened a new 
branch in Hebron in the West Bank. Tbe 
Bank has branches In Gaza, Nablus, 
Ramallah, Jericho, Bethlehem. A1 Rimal/ 
Gaza, Jenin, Tul Karim and Qalqiliya. 

The Arab Bank has a comprehensive 
strategy to open branches through out the 
Palestinian territories. 



On the economic rote of information 
media 

THE LACK of a conspicuous media strategy leads ro a dis¬ 
ruption of the information system. An effective media for 
economic journalism ‘‘requires a definite information policy 
first.” said Upper House senator and former information min¬ 
ister Dr Jawad Anani. Outlining, the link between an informa¬ 
tion policy and a visible economic strategy in the country, 
Anani argues that an information system does not create eco¬ 
nomic decisions but is there to serve them. 

Thus, he wonders how it could be possible to initiate a 
developmental information system with defined targets, while 
spealdng about the consolidation of political democracy. He 
adds that the role of the media should be now to deepen the 
democratic process within the present concept of the eco¬ 
nomic philosophy regardless of the constraints imposed by 
the International Monetary Fund (IMF). 

He pointed out that the current official media criticize only 
economic ideas and not their content. He says we have come 
to accept a subject under a certain title and reject it under dif¬ 
ferent one. 

On this point, the President of the Jordanian Businessmen 
Association (JBA) Mr Hamdi Tabba’a said that the economic 
role of our information system is still confined to transmitting 
news items without analysis, and from the official point of 
view. The opinion of the private sector on the same issue 
remains distanced and not herd. Tabba’a believes that only 
through dialogue between the private and public sectors can 
we come to a positive result. 

Dr Mohammed Tarawneh. an economic professor at the 
University of Jordan shares Tabba'a opinion. He adds that 
despite the role of television and radio, the press can also 
bring the issues into focus and in being more analytical. 
'Though our information system does its best, it nevertheless 
continues to go after events, and not anticipate them.” 

Mr Walid A! Khatib. manager of the Amman Chamber of 
Industry* (AC!), praised the role of the press in their attitude of 
openness towards world economies. He explained that 
through translations, financial columnists, and the economic 
stories they publish, newspapers do a good job. 

Khatib, however, had reservations on the accuracy of some 
translations. He said some columnist contradict themselves. 
He said that given the dull nature of the subject, information 
economists have to present their material in an attractive man¬ 
ner. A1 Khatib added that we are living today in what he 
called an economic period. 

We should aspire to a better system of information eco¬ 
nomics. He called for an active role for the private sector, 
proposing that the JBA. ACL ACC. etc, publish a specialized 
magazine and urged publishing houses to issue a periodical 
on economic problems. 

The director of the Investment Promotion Dept |IPD) Dr 
Talib Rifa’i said information economics has two independent 
functions: to promote economic awareness, and its role in 
development. It should address itself to specialists, experts, 
and professional economists. Information economics, also, 
should have the cask of raising the economic awareness of 
non-specialists, and those interested in economic issues. This 
can be called ‘people's or popular* information economics. 
He tackled the subject in a critical and analytical approach. He 
said that we often talk about the developmental role of the 
information system in ideal terms, os if this role is designated 
to only garnish development, embellish feasibility projects 
and wise economic policies. In this way, we actually avoid 
probing into concrete issues with a view to changing them. 
He added that this treaimem makes us concentrate on the 
form and leave out the substance which is the basis of a 
desired change.* 


Moroccan banks 
given high ratings 

CAPITAL INTELLIGENCE, the Cyprus-based bank rating 
agency, announced the further extension of its Gulf/Mediterranean 
area coverage to Morocco, issuing initial ratings for two banks, 
Banque Marocaine deu Commerce and Exterieur and Credit du 
Maroc. The agency said that a further five Moroccan institutions 
would be rated in the next two months. 

Banque Marocaine due Commerce Exterieur tBMCE) in 1995 
became the first bank to be sold under Morocco’s privatization 
program. It is the second largest bank in the kingdom and a spe¬ 
cialist in trade finance. The private insurance group Royal Maro¬ 
caine d* Assurances is now the controlling shareholder, with 
19.3%. Foreign shareholders (10.3%) include Citibank, Deutsche 
Morgan Grenfell. Pictet et Cie. Union Bancaire Privee and Com¬ 
merzbank. BMCE's new management has inherited a solid fran¬ 
chise and satisfactory financial base. However, the bank will be 
tested by the intensifying competition among local banks as well 
as tougher economic conditions. Moreover, it is expected that the 
scope of BMCE’s business as well as the profile of its customer 
base will steadily shift in the future, thus increasing the bank's 
overall risk exposure over the medium term. In view of its impor¬ 
tance in the market place and its well structured operation. Capital 
Intelligence assigned BMCE ratings of BBB long-term and A-2 
short-term. 

Credit due Maroc (CM), the sixth largest Moroccan bank, is a 
joint venture between Credit Lyonnais, which holds 43.2%, and a 
group of local institutional shareholders. The newly privatized 
BMCE has a 26.5% share in the bank. CM’s management is inde¬ 
pendent from Credit Lyonnais but cooperation with the French 
bank is strong and constructive. CM enjoys acceptable asset qual¬ 
ity and an adequate capital base. Profitability is average but pros¬ 
pects to increase earnings over the medium term are encouraging 
as provision expenses are expected to decline. Despite Credit 
Lyonnais’ bad debt problems in France, Capital Intelligence views 
CM’s long-term relationship with the French partner as a positive 
factor. Capita] Intelligence said that the ratings assigned to CM. of 
BBS long-term and A-2 short-term, reflect the bank's good track 
record and overall sound financial position. ■ 
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Highest and lowest performing stocks in the Amman F i na nc ia l Market 


February 


LURIE'S 



SUNDAY 


♦ Mhilk East Complex 

♦ Iordan Industrial Resowed 

♦ H-Zay Ready Wear 


+ Anb idttmniooal Holds 
4 Jordan french Instance 
4 Wli miM 


MONDAY 


♦ Jordan Rockwool Lodcstne* 

♦ Middle Ean Cbmplex 

♦ Nayiak Dies & Moulds 


♦ Arab Investment Bask H 2.05 

♦ Invest A Fmance Bank |H 056 

♦ Zadca for Edocfijoo A. Inva 0.85 


TUESDAY 


♦ Imenncdiate ran>Oian. 

♦ Jordan Modem Cabals 

♦ United Engineering 


♦ Jordan Suipho Chemicals 

♦ Rafu Industrial 

♦ JTMCO 


IRHe* Rotator 

154.400 

153.960 

15*530 

155. ISO 

fofune 

1043257 


871347 

720282 


yplume 

? *9he*Trwfed Stocks 
* Arab Bank ' M 


144*19 + Arab Bank 


♦ Arab Bank 


229.190 ♦ Investment ifamfc 


All data provided by ACCESS Tel: 646868 Fax: 646949 
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The world of perfume at 



• Abu Shajkra 

Trading Agency fl 

has won the Orest of wu Sudani ki 
the Jordanian con- — 

sumer. This was e»> . _ 

tablished through a 
questionnaire conducted by the Con¬ 
sumer Protection Com m it tee. The 
questionnaire aimed to find oat‘peo¬ 
ple’s views and opinions of the prod¬ 
ucts that are distributed through the 
Abu Shakrar Trading Agency* 


--Mir Kai^AbttShakrai 

General "Manager of ,fl& J 
yJ ageticy relceiyedp. letter pf 
appredatidn from DrMo- 

___ Jfiammad Hussdnat and 

. ■ ; i>r Molmmniad Al Bdoor 
who carried out ihe quebtitHnihlre. Abu 
Shakra Tradbig Agency b weU known 
for its cosmetics.and perfumes^.;with 
many world-famous brand Tisanes being 
distributed by It taAramaru ... 


Jordan Today 

Tourism, culture finally find a voice 


By a Star Staff Writer 

JORDAN TODAY is the tide 
of the Kingdom's latest publi¬ 
cation in English. A handsome 
and handy pocket-size month- 
1), Jordan Today is targeted at 
a mixed audience of visitors 
and Jordanians. It was 
launched by Info-Media. the 
same publisher of The Star 
and Economic Perspectives, in 
September 1995 with a circu¬ 
lation of 30fm copies. The 
glossy magazine is distributed 
free of charge in ail business 
and tourist hotels in Amman 
and is sold at selected news¬ 
stands. It is also available on 
board Royal Jordanian flights. 

“Jordan Today is about Jor¬ 
dan and Jordanians." says Zcid 
Nasser. Chief Editor of the 
magazine. “In every issue we 
run stories about typical Jorda¬ 
nian issues, like Dead Sen salts 
or Ambian horses or hand¬ 
made rugs." In addition to cov¬ 
er stories. Jordan Today offers 
a monthly interview with a 
Jordanian personality and fo¬ 
cuses on an an or culture relat¬ 
ed issue. 

“Our writers are young Jor- 


Al Azab 
promoted to 
Rooms Division 
Manager at ■ 
Forte Grand 



danian freelancers who enjoy 
what they do because it takes 
Lhcm to places all over the 
Kingdom." says Editor of the 
magazine Haitham Ibrahim. 
“We want to cover Jordan in an 
interesting way. Wc don’t want 
to stereotype our country and 
culture, so camels and Petra arc 
still not on our list of stories." 

An interesting feature about 


Jordan Today is the monthly 
cultural agenda which lists 
most of the important cultural 
activities that take place in and 
around Amman during the 
month. Another feature is the 
easy to use map of Amman, 
highlighting the main streets 
and important landmarks. 

What both Jordanians and 
foreigners both tourists and 
businessmen like about Jordan 
Today is its “Guide to Jordan" 
section which contains essen¬ 
tial information and telephone 
numbers: restaurants of all spe¬ 
cialties, hotels, cinemas, night 
clubs, banks, gift outlets, em¬ 
bassies. airlines, car rental 
agencies..etc. Even executive 
secretaries are now throwing 
away their traditional telephone 
directories and replacing them 
with a recent copy of Jordan 
Today. 

“We are aiming at a loyal 
Jordanian readership and wc 
are doing that by providing in¬ 
teresting material to both locals 
and foreigners.” says Nasser. 
"We're excited that the spon¬ 
sors arc happy with the prod¬ 
uct. they simply love it" 

Sponsors include hotels, air¬ 
lines. banks, rent-a-car agen¬ 


cies, traditional gifts outlets, 
restaurants and others. “It’s a 
wonderful advertising outlet 
because it reaches an exclusive 
readership,” says Nasser. 

"As the tourism sector picks 
up as is expected this summer, 
publications like Jordan Today 
will be here to provide interest¬ 
ing information about the 
Kingdom." says Ibrahim. 

But Jordan Today is not all 
about tourism. It has one of the 1 
best video and film sections in J 
the Jordanian press and its 
“trax" column is already a hit 
with Jordanian rockers. "What 
we hope to do as we get bigger 
is to odd more material about 
local cuisine, fashion; style, hu¬ 
mor and even satellite pro¬ 
grams." says Ibrahim. 

The publishers of Jordan To¬ 
day are happy with the way the 
magazine is developing so far. 
"Jordan's experience with 
glossy magazines is not a hap¬ 
py one." says Publisher Osama 
El-Shcrif. “So wc had to be 
careful to locate a niche in an 
already small market and then 
grow as that market grows. 
Thai's what happening now.” 


Pizza Hut Top Gun Award 
goes to Pizza Hut Jordan 



• Mr Fouad A) Arab 
has been promoted to 
Rooms Division Manag¬ 
er at Forte Grand Hotel 
.where he has been work¬ 
ing since (he opening of 
the hotel. 


TOP GUN i' a competition j 

carried out by Pizza Hut Inter- i 

national in’ their regional 1 

office for Middle East in . 

Dubai It is an Award given ' 

for Pizza Hut Restaurants • 

which make the biggest = 

growth of sales for every • ■ W< 

month from June until the end , 

of the year. The end of 1995 | • 

has brought the Top Gun sales M 

incentive to a dramatic cwiclu- 

sion with three Jordan units . j| 

running successfully. 

Jordan scored the highest 
growth of sales from June 

1995 until the end of the year_ 

and got the best growth of 

sales in the Middle East which 

has reached up to 240 percent 

in Jordan. Pizza Hut. Abdoun was the highest 

receiving $1000. the Gardens branch S600 

and Shmcisani branch S3P0. 

”1 am proud that we became the winner of 
Top Gun competition in the Middle East, wc 


took No 1. 2. 3 and will be 
receiving the awards very- 
soon, said Mr Khaled Dah- 
I leh. General Manager of 
> Pizza Hut in Jordan. “It will 
! be represented to us offi-. 
I dally and wc will be calling 
g%T_ m ■ i the press to witness the 

WJmW w im I event." He added “our plan 

I \ for next year is to be more 

MM 1 a 8S ress ' v ® : > n ter™ of mar- 

WW ] keting and improving our 

' service, because what made 
! us grow last year and early 
.j '96, was dial wc have 
! changed the whole image of 
_ _, Pizra Hut in Jordan by deco¬ 
rating new quality restau¬ 
rants and raising the food 
standard to the level it 
should. Pizza Hut gowers in Jordan will feel 
like they arc at any Pizza Hut in the world. 
My dream comes true when every body will 
speak of Pizza Hut in Jordan". Mr. Dahlch 

soid.M 


Teacher Salah, an electronic 
system for teaching children 


AMMAN iSiar)—An Elec¬ 
tronic i omruicri/cd teacher 
for children from the age of 
two to !2. can now he bought 
from the Jordan Technical Ext. 
iJTE 1 . in Amman. Named 
Teacher Salah. it provides 
arithmetic lessons based on the 
best elementary-school pro¬ 
grams from grade one till six. 
using British and American 
systems. Teacher Salah is able 
to speak both in Arabic and 
English through it- talking cal¬ 
culator. 


'i would like to tell families, 
especially mothers and schools 
that the Teacher Salah electron¬ 
ic system >s very beneficial to 
children." Mr Khalit A1 Khali- 
li, general manager cf the JTE 
Salah told The Slur. 

“It tejehes them mathemati¬ 
cal procedures, and numbers in 
both Arabic and English" he 
added. “Bv using this system, 
the child will know how to 
add. subtract, divide and multi¬ 
ply.” the sole agent for Teacher 
Salah in Jordan and the West 


Bank added 

"Also the system has a quiz 
function for the child and if 
the child docs well then the 
system jumps to another level 
to improve the child's intelli¬ 
gence." Mr KhaJili said. 

The Teacher Salah compu¬ 
terized system was designed 
by Suhaib and produced in 
Taiwan. " Teacher Salah is not 
expensive when compared to 
ns abitilics. This system.will 
be available for the first time 
in Jordan this month at our 
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The Year in Music 

1995 was a hie year for fhe music 
industry, both in the United States and 
around the world. Here is u run down 
of the top draws for 1995. 


1995 Tot 


Artists 


1. TLC 

2. Boyz ji Men 

3. Hootic & The Biowfish 

4. Real McCoy 

5. Sheryl Crow 

6. Madonna 

7. Brandy 
& Bon Jovi 

9. The Notorious B.I.G 

10. Melissa Etheridge 


1. Lebo M 

2. The Chieftains 

3. Gipsy Kings 


4. Loreena McKcnnitt 

5. CJannad 

6. Cirque Du Soled 

7. Nighlnoise 

8. Mary Black 

9. Rv Cooper 

10. Cesaria Erora 


1. The Lion King Rhythm of the Pride 
Lands 

2. The Long Black Veil 

3. Best of 

4. The Mask and Mirror 

5. Algeria 

6. Celtic Legacy: A Glohal Celtic 

7. Love & Libertc 

8. Clannad Themes 

9. Celtic Heartbeat Collection 

10. Banba 



This report was compiled especially for ’ . ■■■ 1,1 - 1 

The Star by Ali Adawjya from Los 'Madonna: one of the top artists in 
Angeles 1995 


Khalil Al KhaJili 

head office in Jahel Luweibdch 
and will he made available 
through our distributors in the 
Kingdom." Mr Khalili wid.B 


Timing the Olympics 
draw held in Riyadh 



THE "Timing the Olympics" draw was recenily held at the 
Bajsair Palace for Jewelry and Watches in Riyadh in the presence 
of a re present ative of the Chamber of Commerce. Mr Amar 
Bajsair and Mr David Morgan, General Manager of the Bajsair 
Palace. The five tucky winners of the draw were Ms. Khadija 
Ahmad Basudan. Mr Omar lmad Shoura. Mr Sami Azzat 
ELska. Mr Ramadan Ibrahim Showman and Mr Ra’ed A. 
Rahman AI Mejmaj. ■ _ 

US Government announces 
1997 immigrant Visa 
Lottery Program 

THE US government recently announced a visa lottery program 
under which a specific number of permanent resident visas will be 
awarded in 1997 to eligible persons from areas of the world that 
have low’ immigrations rates to the United States. The visas 
awarded to winners in the draw will be apportioned among six 
geographical regioas: Africa, Asia. Europe, North America, Occa- _ 
nia and South America. Applications will be chosen at random by ‘ 
computer, and winners will be notified by mail at the. address 
listed on their entry no later than I July, 1997. After this notifica¬ 
tion by mail, winners will be eligible to apply for immigrant visas 
at the’ nearest US Embassy or consulate. The usual criteria for 
granting immigrant visas apply. - . s ■' 

To participate in the lottery, applicants must have at least a 
high school education or its equivalent or two years of work expe¬ 
rience within the past five years in an occupation that requires at 
least two years of (raining or experience Jf an applicant wins in 
the draw and is notified but cannot later demonstrate that he/shc 
fulfills this requirement, he will be disqualified. 

Applications must be received at the correct address in the 
United States by regular airmail between 12 February. 1996 
through March 2. 1996. Any entry received before or after this 
period and entries sent to an address other than those listed on the 
instruction sheet will be void and will not participate in the ran¬ 
dom computer selection. Only one entry for each applicant may 
be submitted, duplicate or multiple entries will disqualify individ¬ 
uals From registration for this program. 

Please do not call the American Embassy in Amman regarding 
the special immigrant Visa Program. Telephone inquiries about 
the program will not be taken and applications sent to the 
Embassy will be destroyed. ■ 

Another busy year 
for RACJ 

AMMAN (Star)—The Royal Automobile Club of Jordan (RACJ) 
will have a busy ‘96. Their racing activities kick off by the Al 
Jawaal Rally nn l March. After that, they will have what is called 
Fast Racing nn 2‘> March. This race takes place inside the premis¬ 
es of the club 

The National Rally is on 12 April. This is to be followed by the 
International Jordan Rally that is to be held between 16-17 May. 
Again Fast Racing will he held in the following month on 21 June 
while Al Jawaal Rally will he held on 5 July. Another National 
Rally will be held on 26 July, while Ihc yearly Al Ruman Race 
will be held on lb August. 

Fast Racing, yet again on 20 September and a National Rally 
will take place on 11 October. The Al Jawaal Rally of R Novem¬ 
ber will he followed by the final National Rally on 13 December, 
thus ending the RACJ activities for 1996. ■ 


CONSIS TENTL Y COMMITTED.- j 
TO BETTER HOSPITALITY 

TURINO has advertised recently very special ’ 
rates Tor their Suites Hotel with ttaiemphasis on 
its consistent commitment (6 TOspitality and t 
service-',*..'- 

i ' ‘ ‘ "> 

The idea is that Turino now offers rilz-style \ 
luxury in Amman for no more than the cost of a ] 
regular hotel room. j 

We understand that discounts in the low reason I 
are over ,40% especially to corporations and - 
foreign client. The super plus at Turino is of ; 
course attributed to its two famous restaurants, i 
TIk Club Restaurant and Cheers Elite Caf£. ? 

If you are . vteiting 
Amman. Turino is 
around the corner of the 
southern end of 6th 
circle. It’s modfjrgCcly 
priced and the burgers 

and ' jftzzas at Cheers ■ . 

Cafe are claimed to be # 

among the best in the 2 - 

world! . -- \ 

Try Torino for dinner ; 

Call 863 944 
Swelfiyeh 
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Up until that moment, Raymond had been a rather shy 
employee with a nervous twitch. Up until that moment 


.USES 




“I hear 'em!.-. Gee, there must be a hundred of fhe 
little guys squirmin' around in there!” 


“Oh, my word, Helen! You play, too ? ... And here I 
always thought you were just a songbird." 


Ili A G E N DA 


Films 

S Bird at the American 
Center, today Thursday , 8 
February ai 2 pm. 

■ Lacomht Lucian al the 
French Cultoral Center on 
Monday 12 February, at 8 
pm. 

Exhibitions 

■ Print-making and Painting 
exhibition by Jordanian artist 
Yasser Dweik. ai Darat Al 
Funun continuing until 18 
February. 

• Estampe dc Peirure en 
France ai the French Cultu¬ 
ral Center until 29 February 


■ Korean Art Id Arabia, 
the Royal Cultural Center 
continuing until 9 February- 

Poetry Reading* 

* A literary evening- wilh 
Mr Huggins will take place 
al the American Center.on 
Wednesday 14 Februaty « * 
pm. 


i 
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Peres to visit Tunis 

"• The. Israeli Yedior Aftmot said that the Israeli Prime 
Minister Shimon Peres is to visit Tunisia is March. It will 
’• be the first official visit where he will meet the Tunisian 
.'President Zein Ai Abbedin. Official sources say interest of- 

- fices for the two countries will be opened in Tunis and Tel 
i Aviv on 15 March. Yedioc Ahmot also said a high ranking 
r JsaeU official from the Foreign Ministry is presently visit- 

mg Qatar to open up an Israeli representative office; a sim- 
; ilar one is being opened in Oman according to Al Quds. 

Man expelled, to Jordan 

. -• The Israeli authorities expelled a man from Beit Jaliah 
7 to Jordan. Mohammad Rajah Salameh is accused by the Is- 
t r raelis of spying for Iran. The 44-year-old man. who was 
" expelled through the King Hussein Bridge holds a docto¬ 
rs "rate in philosophy from Beirut University. 

The F-l 6 dilemma 

■_+ 'Jordan will not modernize its 12 F-16's in Israel, after 
" r aJl nccording to Al Quds. The recently acquired second¬ 
-hand planes which are still in the United States need to be 
improved. Earlier, it was thought that the Israeli aviation 
industry would undertake such a task. But Jordanian offi¬ 
cials backed off because of pressure from American avia¬ 
tion companies who wanted to cany out such improvement 
themselves. 

Police cooperation but with a twist 

.• A .move aimed at what can only be seen as greater 
cooperation, the Palestinian police in Hebron handed over 
68 stolen cars to the Israeli police. Colonel Tareq Zeid. the 
head of the Palestinian police in the Hebron Govemorate, 
told a press conference. 

. But the colonel was angry with the Israeli army who 
would no let him hold his press conference on time. As a 
protest, Zeid held the conference outside the designated 
place. He said on the way to the conference, Israeli sol¬ 
diers, stopped him. demanded to see his ID and searched 
-his car. Ho said that this was against the agreement signed 

- between the Israelis and Palestinians. 

7 Colonel Zeid said that stolen cars were the responsibility 
of the Israeli police because they lie within the territories 
that are under their control. These cars enter the Palestinian 
areas with the knowledge of Israelis, insurance companies 
ark) some in the Israeli police. He called on the Israeli au¬ 
thorities to control the entry of these stolen cars to the Pal¬ 
estinian areas as they cause great damage to the Palestinian 
economy. He said if the Israelis do not take action, the 
Palestinian side would be forced to burn stolen cars under 
an international committee. 

In the Govemorate of Qalqilya, the Palestinian police 
also handed to their Israeli counterparts 13 stolen cars, sev¬ 
en bicycles and three air conditioners. 


Television in Bethlehem 

■ • The Ministry. oF Information of the Palestine National 
Authority (PNA) has granted a temporary license to AI 
.Ru'ab television station to transmit in the Bethlehem area. 
: The Israeli autiiorities had closed down the station, and 
7 confiscaicri.aU 41 s .equipment in July 1994. The Chairman 
|Tof Al -Ru'ab Mr tyM ;£^msseih said his station will now 

Ij&ansraitdaify-to serve the people of the Bethlehem area. : 

‘ ‘ 

Wote rigging: A third world 
phenomena 

v# Whilst in the eyes of many, the last Palestinian council 
7.was seen as fair and clean, in the eyes of others, there were 
-~f ; serious irregularities, and vote rigging. Ballot boxes disap- 
' peared only to turn up bter, there was switching of ballot 
' boxes and in some cases, election officials extended the 
'rgtime for voting in cities like Ramallah, Nablus and Tulka- 
~'retn. All this was done to ensure that only the “right” peo¬ 
ple were elected 

4 : -One of the most blatant violations occurred in Jericho. It 
is alleged that the PNA Minister of Local Government 
Sa’eb Erikat only raanaged’to gain the Jericho seal by an 
extra, 1200 votes that were cast by security men who were 
bought in from outside the area. The voters of Jericho 
wanted to el&rt their own local candidate. Ibrahim Balia 
" In places like Abu Dees and Hebron, vote rigging occurred 
on a wide-scale. In Khan Youni in Gaza, ballot boxes were 
-filled in people's houses and were taken out when they 
. were needed According to the weekly Al Ahali it was clear 
that the Fatah candidate, Zakarieh Al Agaha, would not 
,. win, so he went to his house and produced a number of 
" previously filled ballot boxes. This angered his opponent 
aid a punch-up occurred in which the Palestinian police 

- later intervened 

The Carter Center and the National Democratic Institute 
-in Washington have also just issued their first report on the, 
elections. Their international delegation which was com-' 
[“ ■prised of observers from 11 countries, monitored more 
r than 100 voting centers. The report said that despite the 
. fact that there was negative elements which at times dis- 
^ tinted the voting, nevertheless it is hoped that such issues 
; Lwill be dealt with in the future. It added chat the elections' 

- .results are.a historic opportunity for the Palestinian people. 

-Despite the short election campaign, candidates told ob- 
7 servers that in the end. they managed to deliver their mes¬ 
sage. The report said that there was a high voter rum- out 
•: except in some areas in Hebron and Jerusalem ( because of 
V.its 'special'circumstances). The report praised the role of 
-NGOs’ and of officials in electoral centers. It criticized 
what it called the huge Israeli, army presence around post 
. offices fn Jerusalem which served as poll stations. Observ- 

• ecs said this presence probably accounted for the low turn¬ 
out. The report said in some areas there were problems 

... during the election day. Some parties indulged in provoca- 

• 'tiye action especially in electoral centers in Gaza. In some 

centers there was campaigning that lead to disorganization. 
yf And in areas where there was high turn-out, the inspection 
_. t>n voting cards was not rigorous. 

UJ student delegation to visit Al 


. • A.student delegation from the University of Jordan is to 
yisil Al Najah University in Nablus and other universities 
fife the West Bank said Rafiq Abu Aid, a member of the 
Student Council of Al Najah University who was on a visit 
Ltp jhe UJ. The visit, which will take place shortly, is the 
first of its kind and is aimed at greater cooperation between 
'■theUJ and universities on the West Bank. 

” Cooperation in sports and youth 

. •. Cooperation between Jordan and the Palestine National 
Authority .is not only confined to the field of politics and 
economics Cooperation in the field of youth and sports 
seems tb.be taking ground by the two sides. The Govent- 
inettt in Jordan, for instance, has given more than $ 16,000 
to die Palestinian Ministry of Youth and Sports. This went 
to-repair the playing fields that had long been neglected 
during Israeli occupation. The Council of Arab Ministers 
of Youth and Sports had decided to extend aid to Palestin- 
; inn playing-fields and sprats infrastructure that are in ur- 
gent.need of repair, but so far only Saudi Arabia, Qatar 
Oman and Egypt have extended such support. 


By Juanita Darling 

LA Tones- Washington Post 
News Service 

ALMOLONGA, Guatemala— 
For more than four centuries, 
this Indian village, like almost 
any from the Peruvian Andes 
to die Mexican Sierra, had just 
one place of worship: the 
Roman Catholic church on the 
square. But now it has 18 
churches—and 17 are 
Protestant 

Inside the three-story Cai- 
vary Church, .which now domi¬ 
nates the square. Mariano Ris- 
caoche and Roque Yac told the 
story of ihe spiritual quest that 
changed their lives and then- 
village. 

‘Twenty-one years ago. God 
was dead for the people here.” 
Yac, 46. said as he and his 
friends sat on folding chairs. 
'Their minds were on parties 
and drinking.** 

To find an alternative. Yac 
and a dozen friends traveled to 
a nearby city, going from 
church to church. They studied 
the Bible. They tell of hearing 
from and experiencing God. 
Thus began the Protestant 
movement here. 

Today, the Calvary Church 
has grown to 500 members, 
including Riscaoche, and 80 
percent of the villagers are 
Protestants. 

Although its conversion may 
have been exceptionally sweep¬ 
ing, Almolonga's switch from 
Catholicism is not unique, 
experts say. The Roman Catho¬ 
lic Church, while still the pre¬ 
dominant religion of the 
region, is losing ground to 
other faiths in Latin America: 
the continent that was con¬ 
quered in the name of Catholi¬ 
cism is growing more diverse 
in its beliefs. 

Old-line Protestant churches 
that once attracted only a tiny 


Catholicism losing grou 
in Latin America 




minority now are being joined 
by fundamentalist, evangelical 
and Pentecostal churches. 
These newer denominations 
are vigorously seeking out and 
winning many converts with 
promises of miracles and 
visions and, many say, with 
meticulous attention to parish 
ioners' needs. 

Mormons, who do not con¬ 
sider themselves Protestants, 
also are finding huge new num 
bers in Latin America. 

Sociologists, religious lead 
ers and ordinary Christians 
offer various explanations for 
the trend. 

Battles over liberation theol 
ogy and pol tics have driven 
the Catholic faithful and. per 
haps, sometimes distracted 
church leaders from tend 
ing their flocks. The 
church also has come 
under fire for ties to 
a corrupt elite that has 
perpetuated the impov 
erishmem of millions. 

Indeed, the most strik 
ing changes have 
occurred among the poor 
and uneducated—long 
Catholic stalwarts 
and. ironically, the 
ones for whom many 
of the churches' bat¬ 
tles have been fought. 

“We told people 
that we want to look 
for answers with 
them,” said the Rev. 

Rogelio Poncelle, a p 
Catholic priest in Mora- ope 


zan, El Salvador, an area of 
heavy combat during the Salva¬ 
doran civil war 
that ended four 


yeais ago. “But 
people 


security. 


answers, 
d 

i Protestant) 


sects offer 
The 
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JOHN PAUL II; Has Cross, 


Pope John Paul D this week 
embarks on a to visit Vene¬ 
zuela and Central 
America, an area in 
which the highly 
popular pontiff 
has urged Cath¬ 
olics to rein- 

vigorate and 
spread their 
faith. 

Up to one- 
third of the 
population is 
now Protestant 
in Brazil and Gua¬ 
temala, 18 percent 
in El Salvador 
and 5 percent in 
Mexico. Protes¬ 
tant churches 
had been con¬ 
fined to Nicara¬ 
gua's Atlantic 
Coast, where 
they were 
started by 
British set¬ 
tlers. Now. 
72 denomina¬ 
tions extend 
throughout the 
nation, which 
may be as 
much as 25 per¬ 
cent Protestant. 
A study by the 
Socto-Culrural 
Analysis Cen¬ 
ter at the Uni¬ 
versity of 
Central 

^ , America in 

will travel vlanagua. the Nica¬ 


raguan capital, projects that by 
the year 2000. Nicaraguan 
Protestants will have nearly 
tripled their 1975 membership’ 

Pastor Dario Silva—whose 
Church of the House on the 
Rock in Bogota. Colombia, has 
grown from 72 members eight 
years ago to 5.000 now—sees a 
reason for the rise of Protes¬ 
tantism. saying. “After 500 
years of CaLholic domination, 
many people are passing the 
bill for... problems to the Cath¬ 
olic Church and arc looking for 
other spiritual options.” 

Protestants, particularly Pen¬ 
tecostal groups, have “a great 
interest in increasing their 
numbers." and they work at 
this goal, said the Rev. Gilberto 
Aguirre, director of the Evan¬ 
gelical Conference for Devel¬ 
opment the principal associa¬ 
tion of Nicaraguan Protestant 
churches. 

The Rev. Francisco Zuluaga. 
an advisor to the Episcopal 
Conference of Colombia, 
noted: “The t Protestant) sects 
work person to person, family 
to family, visiting homes anJ 
inviting people to talk about 
their problems. And that makes 
people feel so welcome and 
accepted that they begin to live 
the sect’s religious experience 
as well.” 

In one measure of the 
churches' respective attentive¬ 
ness to members needs, the 
Salvadoran survey found that 
more than two-thirds of Protes¬ 
tants reported that they recently 


had received a vis.it from inctr 
clergy members. comra-L-d 
with onc-LjLJner of pravtiiing 
Catholics. 

With Protestants sometimes 
targeting lapsed Catholic;- for 
conversion and making inroads 
in general among the church's 
faithful, ever the pope has 
assailed those who w.juid make 
predatory assaults upon his 
flock. John Paul, in :i ! c;j 2 
speech, caiieti e'cel: zing 
Protestants "hungry vo’oes.” 
telling his bishop? iii-i they 
needed to curb ui\i>iiT.> >r>. the 
church that had allow ed ' J'sid- 
ers to prey up^n O■; :>.»o r a. id 
ignorant. 

Humberto Belli, die Nicara¬ 
guan education minister .inti 
Catholic, -•■.pressed dispiiavurc 
at Proizsi&n*. prcsditi/irg. say¬ 
ing such groups "appvai to jic 
sentiments lot the poor and 
uneducated) wuh*-u! :i ■. :r\ 
intellectual locus " 

The iaithfui of C.ibn»v 
Church reject vjch 

claims. “Our ere-.* r : i is no*. 
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In wake of spy scandal, Poles 
fear domination by Moscow 


By Dean E. Murphy 

Los Angeles Tunes 

WARSAW—Dispatches from 
KGB agents were literally com¬ 
ing out of the Woodwork when 
Krzysztof Kozlowski topk over 
as Poland’s first non- 
Communist intelligence chief 
six years ago. 

Soviet spies were so com¬ 
fortably embedded in the Inter¬ 
ior Ministry that special tele¬ 
phone cables were banging 
from the molding, installed as a 
direct link with the Soviet 
Embassy. 

“They were sitting in 
offices, drinking tea and vodka, 
and talking with everyone," 
said Kozlowski. now a Polish 
senator. “I saw them coming 
into the building every day.” 

The cozy relationship ended 
half a dozen years ago when 
the country’s new Solidarity- 
led government abruptly 
slammed the door on the KGB. 
Poland was reclassified by the 
Soviets as an unfriendly "West¬ 
ern country," and Russian 
agents were sent scrambling 
for information. Thar meanr 
old-fashioned spying, the tedi¬ 
ous working and reworking of 
personal contacts. 

Among .those the Russians 
turned to was Jozef Oleksy, an 
old friend and former party 
boss who, with other former 
Co m munists, was setting up a 
democratic successor To the 
collapsed Polish United Work¬ 


ers’ Party. 

Those contacts cost Oleksy 
his job as Polish prime minis¬ 
ter last month amid allega¬ 
tions that he. knowingly 
passed classified -information 
to two Russian agents, as 
recently as last year. 

Oleksy denies the charges 
and says he did not even 
know the Russians were spies, 
but he stepped 
down anyway to w ^^ mm 
clear the air. 

Although the rwrt 

exact nature of ■* *ti 

Oleksy's relations ~ 

with the Russians u 

is in dispute, the 
existence of his 
contacts—and £OV€\ 

admittedly close • Q , 
ones—is noL uOi 

Therein lies the : 

greatest trauma of TvCl 

the contentious ttnfri 

spying scandal for f 1 
many Poles. j 

Guilty of espion¬ 
age or not. Oleksy SC 

has laid open 
Poland's incessant 
fear of Russian 
dominance over the country's 
political life, something that 
was supposed to disappear 
with the iron curtain and the 
yanked telephone cables at the 
Interior Ministry. 

It has also drawn new atten¬ 
tion to the bald Russian pro¬ 
pensity to meddle in affairs 
here, regardless of the 
changed world order and the 


political surrender of its Eastern 
European empire. 

In sum. many Poles fear. 
Oleksy's case demonstrates 
how helpless Poland remains in 
shaping its own destiny. • 

“Unfortunately, the degree of 
Russian infiltration in Poland is 
huge." said Antoni Maciere- 
wicz. a former interior minister 
and strident anti-CommunisL 


The cozy relationship ended half Poland for 
a dozen years ago when the ,ntel ' 

country 9 s new Solidarity-led ^ 

government abruptly slammed the Ms*** sensi- 
door on the KGB. Poland was were never 

reclassified by the Soviets as an pi S^ u 
unfriendly “Western country,"and 
Russian agents were sent 
scrambling for information. Wprost 


Polish soil is seething with both 
Russian agents seeki ng to 
derail Warsaw’s ambitions and 
Western intelligence agencies 
working to secure Poland's per¬ 
manent break • from Moscow 
and develop business and eco¬ 
nomic links here.’ 

A former Polish spy was sen¬ 
tenced to nine years in prison in 
1994 for spying for Moscow. 

and two oth- 
ers have been 
convicted of 

i ded half fZj fo" 

tho German intel- 

n me ligence. 

tv-led although 

, details of the 

imedthe ^ghw sensi- 

- uve cases 

id was were never 

t~_ made public. 

fS as an a recent 


“The basic element that deter¬ 
mines social behavior right 
now is fear. Fear of Commu¬ 
nists. Fear of Russians." 

.And the situation is getting 
more serious, Marierewjcz and 
other Polish intelligence experts 
say. 

As Poland pushes to join the 
European Union and the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization, 


Setlt weekly news 

. magazine 

ation. Wprost 

alleged that 
^ the” infiltra¬ 

tion runs 
deep within the Social Democ¬ 
racy of the Republic of Poland, 
or SDRP. the party of former 
Communists that now domi¬ 
nates the Polish political scene 
and forms the core of the gov¬ 
erning Democratic Left 
Alliance. 

In a report condemned by 
SDRP officials, the magazine 
said that four top party col¬ 


leagues of Oleksy's were also 
classified by Russian intelli¬ 
gence as "qualified sources of 
information" and that more 
than $1 million in seed money 
for the party came from 
Moscow. 

“If we were in New Zea¬ 
land, maybe, die interest of 
intelligence services would be 
minimal,” said Kozlowski. the 
former spy chief. "But in this 
place in Europe, and in this 
lime in history, that is certainly 
not the case." 

Several top Russian spies, 
meeting with reporters in Mos¬ 
cow on ihe 75th anniversary of 
the country's foreign intelli¬ 
gence service, listed NATO— 
and its proposed enlargement 
— as a top threat to Russia's 
national security and a main 
focus of their intelligence 
work. 

Belarussian President Alex¬ 
ander G. Lukashenko, mean¬ 
while, suggested last month 
that strategic nuclear weapons 
could be redeployed on his 
nation's border with Poland if 
NATO swallowed up its west¬ 
ern neighbor. Newly named 
Russian Foreign Minister Yev¬ 
geny M Primakov, a former 
Russian intelligence chief, said 
such drastic measures would 
probably be unnecessary. But 
he reiterated Moscow's vehe¬ 
ment opposition to Poland’s 
NATO bid. 

"The biggest problem for 
Poland today is not our own 
intelligence services but for- 


ignorancc. 

Riscaoche :.>i. V.; N.-.e 
tad 

My conversion 
from God. I iiejrd 
Riscaoche. 4-1. s.i.d •.».»:) rciJ-d 
him in i t*” 7 5 tr.v 
gregalion fr.ii Yac .•■-.! v. 
friends n:id !v«ur.i1cd -.Irv- 
longa. B£ 


cign i.uclberice :r-. Icc« 
■a orbing on our .erriu-r-•• iid 
.Ian Par.-s. z f. rrv.cr J .■tense 
minister whe i-Gd posts in 
three Polish gv. eminent j. “ro: 
a: least 150 jear-. ji h.-ii been 
known that, from » geopoiiiica! 
point of vi«i'.. r .fjrui i.% -tii 
key to Europe. The Russians 
want to continue to maitiiam 
influence here, .ind the 'A'e%t 
*.ani> to sake Poland irs;u its 
camp." 

Oleksy, in .t recent inter'.ica 
with the Lr r Angelts Tines. 
said Poles must work harder *u 
make their case to Russia for 
Polish entry :nv.- NATO, 
explaining that die motiv.-non 
is not anti-RiirsLn but :• J?>i:e 
to join a club with similar eco¬ 
nomic and political value*. 

But even Olck«y, a y.-lf- 
described friend of Mosrrv.,. 
said he was astonished r.y site 
degree of penetration by Rus¬ 
sian intelligence ngems in 
Poland who reportedly kept 
files or. their contacts with rim 
and assigned him the code 
name Olin. 

Oleksy's alleged spying for 
Moscow was detected’ by 
Polish agents who vote track¬ 
ing the stepped-up activities of 
Russians, including two Rus¬ 
sian spies under dirloraatiL 
cover at the Russia.’ Embassy 
in Warsaw who were friendly 
with Otel.wy before he eec: 
prime minister Lst March 

"I have been a pchticiei: 
supporting the l : ne <.•>' c-vj 
relations -.vim Russia, and it 
Russian agents are a source of 
my mistonune. then 1 are ur-rel 
by it.” Oleksy -aid "Thr ha- 
caused eery baa a:ii:-Pus:“..‘.n 
feelings in Pound.. and scim.i- 
tional claims abou< now fiusNa 
warns to suhiuc.ne Poland 
again through J:ric)."El 


Asia wired: 

A reluctance to share 
information 


IN LESS authoritarian regimes 
such as Japan, heavy regula¬ 
tion, the low rate of computer 
use and a reluctance to share 
information inhibit growth on 
the Internet beyond a narrow 
community of government, aca¬ 
demic and business users. 

“Japan is known as an infor¬ 
mation gatherer, not an infor¬ 
mation sender.” says Ken Uchi- 
kura, president of Pacific 
Software Publishing, a Japa¬ 
nese company with branches in 
Tokyo and Seattle. 

When information is only 
reluctantly shared between two 
divisions of a company or min¬ 
istry, it is unlikely to be put on 
the Internet, notes Uchikura. 

“The nature of the Internet is 
that you provide information 
for free or for a low cost,” says 
Robert Helsing, an East Asian 
bibliographer at the University 
of Oregon who manages a Web 
site offering links to Asian 
resources. “But they really 
want to sell their stuff, not give 
it away.” 

That’s not surprising as there 
is little tradition of access to 
public information in most of 


Asia. Even Japan has few 
research libraries, for example, 
and those that do exist are 
poorly organized, seldom store 
key public documents and are 
often inaccessible to the aver¬ 
age citizen. 

The benefits of Asia tying 
into the global network of the 
Internet are clear enough: 
access to leading-edge 
research, technology and other 
information. A Malaysian or 
Korean business person can tap 
into the Net, download and 
freely use a video conferencing 
system developed at Cornell 
University, for example. 

Many professional societies 
publish technical papers on the 
internet long before the articles 
appear in print. 

China is also looking to the 
Internet as an important way to 
offer business and government 
services. Rather than have 
regional offices send in paper 
reports as the United Slates 
does, provincial officials will 
input into Internet databases, 
says Louis Gallic, executive 
director of Asia Info Services, 
a Dallas-based consulting com¬ 


pany that works with the Chi¬ 
nese government. 

“The Chinese now see (the 
Internet) as an economic neces¬ 
sity," he says. 

And the Net can be an 
important link for otherwise 
isolated societies. Tony Rut- 
kowski, formerly president of 
the Internet Society, a non¬ 
profit group in charge of chart¬ 
ing the network’s growth, once 
received a delegation of West¬ 
ern-educated scientists and pro¬ 
fessionals from the Himalayan 
kingdom of Bhutan. They 
wanted an Internet link so they 
could keep up with modern 
developments. 

When Bernard Krisher, co¬ 
author of a book with Cambo¬ 
dian President Norodom Siha¬ 
nouk. sought a way to help the 
war-ravaged nation break out 
of its isolation, be chose the 
Internet. Krisher spent an eve¬ 
ning on his laptop soliciting 
donations from corporations to 
help connect Cambodian gov¬ 
ernment agencies and universi¬ 
ties with the World Wide Web. 
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and helped bring Yeltsinto power in 1991^.^^^ 


The 


By Elizabeth Sbogren 

Los Angeles Times 


SREBRENICA, BOSNIA- 
Herzegovina—After seven 
months of agonizing uncer¬ 
tainty over the fate of the thou¬ 
sands of men and boys who 
disappeared after the fall of the 
“safe area" of Srebrenica, the 
women refugees from the 
Muslim enclave were given an 
answer: 'Those that are miss¬ 
ing are not alive." 

That somber report was 
relayed by UN human rights 
envoy Elizabeth Rehn. who 
pressed the women’s case in 
talks with local Serbian offi¬ 
cials during a visit to the town, 
which was taken by Bosnian 
Serb Fighters in July. 

Up to 7,000 Muslim men 
and boys are presumed to have 
been killed and dumped into 
mass graves by Bosnian Serb 
forces following the capture of 
Srebrenica, a town nestled in 
the foothills of eastern Bosnia- 
Herzegovina. Although the 
enclave was being protected 
by UN forces, the peacekeep¬ 
ers were no match for the Bos¬ 
nian Serb combatants deter¬ 
mined to take over the town 
and flush out all Muslim 
inhabitants. 

The local Bosnian Serb offi¬ 
cial. Miroslav Deronic. told 
Rehn that there are no survi¬ 
vors being detained or work¬ 
ing in forced labor. The men 
of Srebrenica, he said, were 
killed in battles after the cap¬ 
ture of the town. 

Witnesses, however, have 
told of cold-blooded massacres 
—and human rights groups 
have characterized the deaths 
as the worst war crime in 
Europe since World War II. 
Rehn said that the officials 
claims that all the men are 
dead would have to be inde¬ 
pendently verified. 

Seven months after the Ser¬ 
bian siege. Srebrenica looks 
like a sprawling trash dump, 
with the remnants of the lives 
of the tens of thousands of 
Muslim families expelled from 



rhe town piled in muddy heaps 
everywhere. Filthy clothes, 
pieces of furniture and garbage 
clog the creek that flows 
through the town. Many of the 
buildings in town were dam¬ 
aged by shells or burned dur¬ 
ing the war. 

Rehn said the _ 

devastation of 
Srebrenica and 
the human rights 
violations that 
apparently 
occurred during 
its capture were 
in some ways 
worse than what 
she witnessed in 
Beirut. “Of 
course it raises 
the question of 
why must people 
do" things like 
this to each other,” said Rehn. 
who is from Finland. “I believe 
this has nothing to do with 
war. with military actions. This 
is just abuse of civilian people 
in a way that is absolutely 
unacceptable, and hopefully 
justice will come some day .” 

During the Serbian offen¬ 


sive. thousands of Muslim 
men and boys tried to make 
their way out of the town 
through the heavily forested 
foothills nearby, according to 
intcmauonal observers. Other 
men who had gathered in the 
nearby village of Potocari 


Witnesses, however, have told of 
cold-blooded massacres —and human 
rights groups have characterized the 
deaths as the worst war crime in 

Europe since World War II. Rehn said . 

that the officials claims that all the men community solve the 
are dead would have to be 
independently verified. 


released. The fate or the rest 
has yet to be documented, but 
international officials estimate 
that between 6.000 to 7,000 
are in mass graves in the 
region around Srebrenica. 

Acting out the agony of 
their uncertainty, hundreds of 

_ women from Sre- 

” 1 11 1 1 1 brenica have been 
angrily demonstrat¬ 
ing in Tuzla. where 
US forces participal¬ 
ing in the interna¬ 
tional peacekeeping 
mission are based. 
They are demanding 
that the international 


were separated from the 
women and children and 
detained when their families 
were evacuated. 

Of the thousands, only 200 
were located by the Interna¬ 
tional Committee of the Red 
Cross in Bosnian Serb prisons, 
and most of those have been 


mystery of the disap¬ 
pearance of their 
sons. brothers, 
fathers and hus- 
bands. On at least 
two occasions, their demon¬ 
strations turned violent, with 
women heaving bricks through 
windows of the offices of the 
Red Cross and the local Bos¬ 
nian government. 

Before visiting Srebrenica, 
Rehn met with representatives 
of the women, who begged her 


to check out rumors that some 
of their men arc still alive and 
working in forced labor. 

On her tour of Srebrenica, 
sbe stopped at two of 10 
addresses where the women 
believe the men might be. 
There was no sign of them at 
either place, one of which was 
a school and the other a store. 

When journalists suggested 
that the stops were ridiculous 
because the local authorities 
could easily move any captives 
before her arrival. Rehn 
explained that her mission was 
an emotional one because she 
fell deep sorrow for the 
women. 

“I am really trying to help 
those women, so they can have 
as honest answers as possible,” 
Rehn said “Sometimes you 
have to make very unrational 
decisions if you want to help 
someone." 

She received a promise 
from local olTIciais that the 
women be allowed to travel to 
Srebrenica to conduct their 
own search. 

Last week, she met with the 
women in Tuzla to report what 
she had learned. 

Fatima Huscinovic. the 
leader of the women, said after 
talking with Rehn that the 
news of her efforts on their 
behalf had provided “comfort 
and bigger hope*' to the 
women. Although initially sad¬ 
dened to learn that the Serbs 
had said there are no Muslim 
men alive in Srebrenica, the 
women did not abandon hope. 

“It was hard, but at the same 
moment 1 thought they mast 
be somewhere else." Husci¬ 
novic added. 

Without Rchn's interven¬ 
tion. gaining access to Sre¬ 
brenica might have been 
impossible for the women. The 
area has been off limits to 
Muslims since July. ■ 


By- David Hoffman. 
The Washington Post 


MOSCOW—The Russian coal-miners un¬ 
ion suspended its .two-day nationwide 
strike after Priore Minister Viktor Cherno¬ 
myrdin signed a $22.. billion'f inanc i ng 
package of fixed subsidies and overdue 
wages for the troubled coal industry. 

But the miners, wary of unfulfilled post 
government promises, vowed to- strike 
again if .the money is not provided: by 1. 
March, and they threatened to aim apoUti- 
cai punch at PresMentBorls Yeltsin. 

While full details of Che financing pack¬ 
age were not disclosed, it appeared to be 
the latest example of Yeltsin's government 
responding to social tensions with spending 
. vnmi fmpnN that coold later fuel inflation. 

Xn debating whether to extend 'Russia la 
new $9 billion loan. Western economists 
are watching closely to see whether Russia 
maintains tight monetary discipline, which 
last year helped bring stability to the ruble 
and. hold inflation to its lowest level since 
the collapse of the Soviet Union four years 
ago. 

But since the Communist Party capital¬ 
ized on public disenchantment:in the par¬ 
liamentary election in December, Yeltsin, 
who is expected to announce this month hisr 
plan to seek re-election, has made a rash of 
costly spending promises without saying 
bow they would be paid for. He vowed to 
establish a “president’s social food*' to con¬ 
tain a month’s wages for everyone in the 
country, at a cost of more than $6 billion. 
He said he would send $34 billion In cash 
and $1 billion in foreign credits to aid file 
Chechen economy,- which has ' been 
wrecked by the Russian war against separ¬ 
atists there. He also accelerated -pettion; 
payments at a cost of $24 bflBon and; 
promised to Increase student grants after 
April 1 fot 1 $63 million. 1 • : - 

“It's time to pay more attention to social: 
questions,’' . 

Chernomyrdin told reporters Saturday 
before leaving for .a holiday at the Black 
Sea resort of SodiL “In February, we have 
to resolve all these problems, to pay wages, 
pensions, students’ grands in time. We have 
to ease the social tension. .But the course of: 
market reforms will go oil T donT think 
there is someone who wfll have the courage 
to change it.” 

But the reformist economics minister, 
Yevgeny Yasin, said there Is no way Yeltsin 


can JblfBI massive new qpendihg^/Dmniidt^ 
meats. ^ the* president erob^edcsvthat 
road, he would find himself ia-a wary. 
gerous role,” be said, according totheTnteiv 
• fax news agency.■ -• .*, 

Hie miners bad =sald . they were owod 
about $200 million 1st back pay^ W ' ‘ 
the money pledged .by CbernamyD^lg 
pears to be this year’s planned subBfflr* 

the government-owned coal monopoly 
govern m entalsopromised.td ftilCUT 
er agreements on wages, andto pa 

dustry by a fixed schedule'fer hi 1 
first half of the yean .. 

In the .Arctic mining region of-., 
union leaders also stud they wod a _ ^ 

from industry management not lo rake coal 
prices for the first three months, of this year 
and to consider restructuring tite coaf indus¬ 
try, which has remained largely OBaJtettd 
since Soviet days. . v 



‘'Everything hinges on promises' akjoe^i; 
a gain,* * said Yuri Vishnevsky, aVorknJSrntft 
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ion leader; according to Interfax 
miners are cheated this tijrie, too, they wilt 
start a strike prompted by the hopek^fctkss 
of their situation, not by derisions taJcen'by 
their unions, before : tbe presidential Sec¬ 
tions.” v"’. h 

The miners have long been a powerful 
. fitfcal force In Russia and hetped bringY; 
sin to power in 1991. ‘ L. -. 

'■ The miners, the coal monopoly afid'- 
customers have been-locked-in a weft 
overdue debts and iron-payments, 
to a.document that the miners- snUndttgdffolj 
the Russian parliament Friday, the-. 

• government’s debt to the miners 1s-20,g|i?. 1 
cent of the total owed to them _ the restfls 
due from industry customers- sach as steel . ^ resort to 
mills aud deriric power plants. which. fl ~ ! -* - 
srives are locked fh I he cycle of debts 
non-payments. 
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the deepening morass-of non^paymehtehas 
made the miners—-and millions of ?othcr 
Russian, workers—skeptical of promises 
about pay. -Chief among the miners’ 'de¬ 
mands was a fixed schedule of payments,to 
the industry. - : -.7‘-v.V 

“Everything that I've, promised, will be 
fulfilled,'" said Chernomyrdin, referring to 
the backpay. Bat he also alluded to a“prob- 
lem" of credits to file coal industry, saying 
the government would provide them onlyfor 
“concrete projects of the coal-mining enter- 
prises.” He did not elaborate.* 
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At edge of peace, will 


cfaoic 


Angola return to war? 


Diplomats say both the government and the UNIT A forces accuse each other of duplicity 
and that hard-liners on both sides may be secretly preparing for another round of war 
rather than submit to the power-sharing arrangement envisioned in the 1994 accord . 
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VILA NOVA. Angola—PaM 
bombed-out buildings and 
himed-out CJrs. near grim 
skull-and-crovsbomrs signs Tor 
roadside minefields, a dusts 
duster of military tents here 
hold the hopes fur lasting 
peace in Africa’s longest civil 
war. 

But Angola ]>js dashed such 
hopes before. And despite a 
shaky 15-month cease-fire 
utter two decades of death and 
devastation, it may be doing it 
again. 

Jonas Savimbi. the mercu¬ 
rial leader of the rebel UNITA 
forces, has promised to deliver 
16.500 soldiers and their 
weapons—or about a third of 
his army—by today. Thursday 
to the demobilization camp 
here and at three other sites 
run by the United Nations. 

But only 1,600 men have 
surrendered since mid- 
November. and many arrived 
barefoot and in rags. looking 
suspiciously like village 
youths and peasant farmers. 

"We are ready." said Molly 
Kamara, the UN administrator 
at Vila Nova, surveying scores 
of empty tents. “Bui it is 
going very slowly." 

Today's deadline is critical 
because the UN Security 
Council will vole that day on 
whether to renew the mandate 
of what is the United Nations'. 
largest peacekeeping force, 
now that NATO has taken 
over military' operations in the 
battered remnants of the 
Yugoslav federation. 

The 6,625-mcmbef force of 
blue berets—as the UN troops 
are known—military observ¬ 
ers and others was sent to 
Angola last year to verify 
implementation of a peace 
accord signed in November 
1994 by the government of 
President Jose Eduardo dos 
Samos and Savimbi's UNITA. 
the National Union for the 
Total Independence of 
Angola. 

An extension of several 
months is likely for the $1 mil- 
lion-a-day effort. But the UN 
special representative tn 


Angola. Aliounc Blondin Bcye. 
warned that “the international 
community rightly has become 
impatient after months of stall¬ 
ing and broken promises.” 

The last serious fighting 
ended 21 December when the 
government, under heavy pres¬ 
sure from Washington and 
other Western powers, halted a 
surprise offensive against 
UNITA positions hi the north. 
But the tsvn armies remain 
fully armed, ami officials fear 
that the fragile mice could 
quickly collapse. 

‘The current situation can¬ 
not last." Bcyc said in an inter¬ 
view at UN headquarters out¬ 
side Luanda, the capital. “So 


cither they change by pejeeful 
means, going by their agree¬ 
ment. or they return to 
confrontation.“ 

In the past. Bcyc has often 
called the pejee process "irre¬ 
versible" and was publicly 
upbeat. No longer. 

“When the soldiers arc dis¬ 
armed. then wc can call this 
irreversible." lie said in frustra¬ 
tion. “In -.Angola, there arc 
always doubts. Wc J«r never 
sure of anything. That’s why 
the conflict has lasted so mans 


years. 

Diplomats say both the gov. 
eminent and the UNITA forces 
accuse each other of duplicity 
and (hat hard-liners on both 


sides may be secretly prepar¬ 
ing for another round of war 
rather than submit to (he 
power-sharing arrangement 
envisioned in the 1994 accord. 

"What we arc swine is (he 
legacy of two decades of light¬ 
ing and killing " US Ambassa¬ 
dor Donald Steinberg said. 
"There is tremendous mistrust 
on both sides." 

Michel Dufuur. head of an 
International Committee of the 
Red Cross delegation, noted 
that UNITA has surrendered 
mostly assault rifles and small 
arms, not the mortars, tanks 
and artillery believed hidden 
in (he bush. 

“So far, the weapons being 
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Aotfok's Unit* leader JONAS SAVIMBI 


handed in are not credible." 
Dufour said. To be sure, 
Angola has come a long way in 
the last year. Before the cease¬ 
fire. the United Nations esti¬ 
mated. 1,000 people were 
dying every day from war- 
related injuries, starvation and 
disease. 

One of the largest and most 
expensive relief efforts in his¬ 
tory was mounted to feed and 
shelter about three million 
internal refugees—nearly onc- 
third the country's population- 
About I ! million people are 
still provided with food. 

Most humanitarian supplies 
now move by truck convoy, 
not planes, as dynamited 
bridges are repaired and m3jor 
roads arc cleared of countless 
land mines and unexpioded 
ordinance. In some areas, farm¬ 
ers rush in behind the mine- 
removal crews to plant seeds. 

But life has hardly returned 
to normal. Many cities and 
towns are in ruins after bomb¬ 
ings. sieges and house-to-house 
combat. Roving bonds of sol* 
diers and police have turned to 
banditry. Infant mortality rates 
remain among the world's 
highest. 

“We have no war, but there 
is no peace either.” said 
Andrew* Toh. director of the 
LN World Food Program’s 
largest relief program. 

Angola first went to war in 
I960 when liberation groups 
tried to oust the Portuguese 
colonial rulers. Wren indepen¬ 
dence was granted in 1975. 
full-scale wrar erupted among 
Ihe competing forces. 

The country soon was a Cold 
War battleground. The United 
Slates sent coven aid, aod ' 
South Africa invaded, to prop 
up ihc nominally pro-Wfil' 
UNITA. The then-MarxistgOV-/. 
emment was backed by Cuban 
troops and aid from the Soviet 
Bloc. 

A peace pact led to UN- 
Supervised elections in 1992. 
Although both sides agreed » 
demobilize and disarm theif 
armies, neither did. And when i 
Savimbi lost the election. W: 
alleged fraud and ordered Ins 
troops back to war.I 
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jBy Alexander Fumpianski 

T here is ho prophet in this land 
and, reflecting on the assignment 
received from 7Xe WoridPapcr, I 
understood the reason for it. A 
prophet is a person who sees 
through centuries, while people 
want to know what will happen tomor- 
rowoEven God Almighty can- REpo 
not answer this question, there- from 
fore people resort to his UM 
services only on rare, critical oc- fflfU 
cantons. 

But I am ready to become a prophet, 
and cast a glance into the future of my 
native land a couple of decades from 
nowlnddentally, this is not so hard. It 
ismuchhazder to say what will happen 
fo ns tomorrow. 

As aprophet, I azn rather optimistic. 
There is no way back, for my country. 
She has trodden the old path to the 
very end, exhausted; she has drunk to 

the last drop, like a ZSSZSSSSSSSSSSZ 
bitter cup. The end a . ■ 

■ * oZmmmm- PCB^e feaVC I 
which lasted for only . . — 

\ brief historical nu>- CilStCe. 1^6/ 
ment, Gorbachev’s _.m* ^ 
five-year-long pere - ' U 

strvika —and the-fall 
of foe empire which |l6iplifl! 

crashed literally over ' » .^i 

one day ‘are unmis- BHIfllTBSIil 
lakable signs of this. 
la addition to apolit- Mpf S SlB C 
ical firmament that 
wait mad, its eardily support, the com¬ 
munist economy, tumbled into hell un- 
derus. 

• Only a short time ago the Soviet 
Union proudly challenged the West, 
and even laid clafmw on the leading po¬ 
sition oh the world arena. Sputnik and 
the quantity of steel manufactured by 
it,not to speak of die tanks it produced, 
seemed to substantiate these claims. 
.However, hot by tanks alone is a state 
jalrve. The communist economy proved 
unable to feed the population, supply 
it with clothes and meet its most ele¬ 
mentary needs. It proved incapable of 
evolving naturally. 

There was only one way out of this 
unnatural, forced historical deadlock 
where the co mmunis t rule bad driven 
the country, the return to, reunion with 
oc, if you prefer, reconversion to the 
world economic system. 




Vnanii * 1 ^oungeveryday 
J.*-* Today,; a kind of instinctive, “grass 
il ropty” level consensus has formed in 

iann - Russian society. This is a natural phe- 
the ^ ^oroenon. People not only vote in par- 
ant hamentary or presidential elections 

i ly reiar ^j °nce every few years, they have to make 
c ^ I0 ^ cea every day—how, and in what 
Wa ^ 5 ®M1 t ^ e Y 63171 theb- daily bread? 
nds 01 ^ I Members of the new entrepreneurial 
iura ^ bare made a decisive choice, and 
j„f., ^ey are not alone. According to official 
■ e statistics, more than half of the work- 

r t?u! ib? is employed outside the state sec- 
jnVr." .’*! ^insphereswhere salaries are high- 
:tor 01 • pt The inefficient, money-losing and 
pr0 - TrJ ahinnane state-owned economy is dy- 
’ ,1 10 and ttds process is irreversible, 

jin A very clear vote takes place in the 

poriu^ c °nsmnption sphere every day. The 
- n ' n ^a^ hi* full of imported goods, from 

5 j 11 BOa p and detergents to household elec- 
[ U ^ ^puics, from chickens and salami to 
uv? i L ‘j • ^. People prefer real—i-e. foreign- 
ffie ma de--^oods. Add tourism’s embrace 

pjtf : °f®31ions of people, something which 
^ only a dream several years ago, and 
i ^doubts disappear. People have made 
‘ ' C^J choice. They want to live a nor- 

C.llF ; ttUtl l!P .1 i ■ « sv«s 1 !■ . "_ 
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Three-quarters of Soviet industry 
was involved in military production, di¬ 
rectly or indirectly. If one assumes that 
cannons are more important than peo¬ 
ple, and that people are nothing more 
than c ann on fodder, then everything 
becomes quite logical. A brontosaur 
could be taken as a symbol of Soviet in- 
REPOKmfG duatr > ^ever, this compari- 
FROM son is LiCorrect in one respect. 

nftuT Brontosaurs died out, being un- 
llOnf able to survive the period of the 

great ice ages. But the Soviet 
economy, oriented to the military in¬ 
dustrial complex, failed to survive the 
end of the Cold War. 

I will not enumerate all that the So¬ 
viet military industrial complex yield¬ 
ed in unbelievable quantities. It is dear 
that in the interest of Russian society, 
the lion’s share of these products 
should be manufactured no more. 
However, this spells economic crisis for 
m * ™* * * * ***^,,.* * ™,. whole cities and re- 

•*“ termina- 

iailu ulbll tion of research and 

UM»t Tnm 4 development activi- 

MIU Ilf @ a ties, the loss ofmil- 

■ ■_| m |. | l lions ofjobs and oth- 

KKiaurine . ersodalpipblems. 

. While 'JSoviet 

IRS W6SL heavy industry 

.1 ■ . failed to survive the 

\ HIS IS end of the Cold 

War, Soviet light in¬ 
dustry collapsed 
with the fall of the 
Iron Curtain. Not only was it unable 
to fill the consumer basket with even 
the most modest range of goods and 
foodstuffs. It turned out that, because 
of low quality, none of the commodi¬ 
ties manufactured by it could with¬ 
stand competition from foreign man¬ 
ufacturers. The children of Russian 
shoemakers have long since stopped 
wearing Russian-made shoes. 

lb live in capitalism 

A society which is trying to become 
normal has inherited this economy, an 
economy oriented not to peace but to 
war, to serving global imperial ends 
rather than such trifles as human 
needs. This inhuman state-controlled 
economy must be converted into a real 
economy, oriented to the market and, 
consequently, to people. Such tasks are 
not achieved overnight. Strictly speak¬ 
ing, no society has ever had to solve a 
problem like this. 

Now, a generation of post-Soviet peo¬ 
ple wants to live in capitalism. 

Capitalism, this new 
metaphor of happiness, is a 
less unattainable dream. 

However, the trouble is that 
the consequences of the com¬ 
munist utopia must be coped 
with first, while people want 
happiness here and now. And 
they don’t want to pay bills 
written out by history. 

The paradox of the situa¬ 
tion is that debts were in¬ 
curred by autocratic com¬ 
munist rulers, while it is the 
people who have to pay 
them. These people have 
been fed on promises for 
such a long time that they 
cannot wait two more 
decades. They are ready to 
trust new promises, even if 
they are only the same old 
communist ones—made by 
people who tell them that 
before democracy came. 



tomorrow 


Chaotic freedom offers 
youth a chance to live 
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Russians have rejected the destiny 
envisioned by Lenin and imposed 
by Stalin. They are well on the way 
to rejecting the one mapped out for 
them by the West’s capitalist democ¬ 
racies. Now two generations of 
Russians are faced with the task of 
deciding what they do want—and 
then making it happen 
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4rir choice^ They want to live a nor- people had jobs and all were 


the 5^ ; ^ Hfe; the kind of life people Jive in 

f Unfortunately, this is impossible. 

’ ' - For this tn a normal 


^ ^nomy is necessary. What we have in 
l ' v ^^Bj&a^ampnstKMisabim 
' p ^ Secondly; it is not an economyatalL 


equaL© 
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By Seda Fumpianski 

I n today’s Russia, after the M of 
the Soviet Union and collapse of the 
communist system, the traditional 
difference between “fathers and 
sons” turns out to be even more rad¬ 
ical. I am the daughter, and I re¬ 
member that our peaceful family sup¬ 
pers became permanent battlefields in 
1990-91 as we started having emotion¬ 
al political arguments with my father 
about Gorbachev. This was already the 
very end o (perestroika. 

“Gorbi is the greatest historical fig¬ 
ure, and it’s a pity that this society is still 
not able to appreciate what he has 
done,” was my father’s general position. 

“I know, and HI tell you more; no¬ 
body doubts that, but why doesn’t he 
want to occupy his place-in the R£po 
historical mausoleum? Don’t from 
you see that he already reached im i 
his limits, and is absolutely not IRlH 
able to do anything more?” we 
responded. 

“That’s because things still can’t be 
said directly in this country,” countered 
our father. “There are very few democ¬ 
rats, and even Gorin’s position is not sol¬ 
id because army and central committees, 

KGB and regional obkoms —all this still 
exists.” 

“And what about people? People 
have been waiting for one year, three 
years, but five years is really enough. 

People can’t ^wait any more. First you eat 
and only then discuss, don’t you? The 
country needs economic changes.” 

“But nobody knows what to do with 
the socialist economy. And maybe it is 
still not the moment,” said our father. 

“What do you mean, *not the mo¬ 
ment?’ I am not going to start living in 
20 years. I want to Kve now. 1 am young 
today ” 1 told him. 

Now I am 30, and I don’t doubt the 
great historical role played by Gor¬ 
bachev, but still £ have to acknowledge 
that the most difficult period in my life 
occurred during 1990-91. For two sim¬ 
ple reasons: firstly, the system of so¬ 
cialist distribution --- 

reached its nadir; — ^ ■ 

when even the two IY8 pTEYlfiflS | 
most basic things for ■ ■ 

any Russian—milk SSSTIlttfil Hi 
and bread—disap- ■ 

peared from the S@9i ffiSiiifiW 

shops; second, two ■ _ =a ,,_ t 

previous generations H30EfiSSB§ 1 
(our parents and our B -» - 

grandfathers) sacri- PCKStllib bllB0tt Wtl 

freed their lives for ^ _ __ji_ 

some unknown and VIHUBglEdl mttanmjl 

inaccessible future. ■ M _ 

Perestroika brought ftStt HE SfitSC W 
with it one great dis- ct, * #_ ■-» w a. ^ 

covery: that “the iTOBP»lOlf&. SlVB 

main sense of life is _■ 

just to live." So we WMfiililin 
wanted to live. 

For me personally, Yeltsin has al¬ 
ways been much less attractive than 
GoibL But I also give him some histor¬ 
ical credit as the person who managed 
to start economic reforms in Russia— 
even if they were painful and wild, even 
if the main reason for them was a desire 
to do something that his rival Gorbi 
never managed to do. The logic was 
right. If your family situation is un¬ 
bearable, one day you divorce. It’s bad, 
bat sometimes it leads to better things. 

The terrible “shock therapy," that 
started with the famous liberalization of 
prices on January2,1992, was that nec¬ 
essary divorce—the only option left; at 
that moment The body was almost 
dead.^The country was empty. I have of¬ 
ten heard—from very different people 
with very different incomes—“It’s awful 
that the price went up again, but still it’s 
better to have than not to have. Let it be 
expensive, but be." 

I also keep asking myselfi “And^what 
is really better? To be in some country 


where everybody is promised wonder¬ 
ful, paradise-like islands? Or a country 
where everybody is thrown into the wa¬ 
ter; and those who can swim are safe and 
those who can’t are on their own?” 

It may be the most horrible thing in 
the world, and it is definitely for removed 
from the ideas of humanity, democracy 
and human rights, but still I am afraid 
that I personally choose the second way. 
Maybe because I still think that 1 am 
strong. Maybe because I believe that at 
least some will be safe. 

My generation, bom into and grow¬ 
ing up in the atmosphere of terrible 
Brezhnevian stagnation, was always 
looking at our unpractical and idealis¬ 
tic parents, typical children of the 
1960s. Somehow we continued living 
with their ideals, being unable 

from - to create anything new. But 

mum then we changed. We became 

llUlv extremely cynical, wanting to 

protect ourselves from the false 
illusions. We started counting up 
things according to the way we saw life, 
and we soon made our choice—chaos 
is terrible, but chaotic freedom is bet¬ 
ter than a well organized military camp. 
It’s hard to live through the fell of the 
last empire mid then live inside its ru¬ 
ins, and it’s very important not to be¬ 
come a ruin yourself Something even 
more important ifyou are a young lady. 

It may seem a paradox, but young 
women in modem Russia exhibit both 
more independence and more depen¬ 
dence. On the one hand, a new image 
of a smart, self-made businesswoman 
has appeared. Women earn more, trav¬ 
el more, get more opportunities in pro¬ 
fessional fields and are starting to sup- 
port themselves. Some of them 
(though still very few) are even getting 
into politics. 

On the other hand, Russia being an 
extremely traditional society, where 
feminism almost never existed, many 
women discovered after the fell of the 
Soviet regime that they want to be¬ 
come just women—to be feminine, 
beautiful and well- 

m _ dressed, to be pro- 

^IK tected by rich, 

■ p [ ^ | - strong men and have 

sS 0T6$ Iff nice, easy, work-free 

lives, to create femi- 
!8H . lies and have ch il - 

. _ dren. You can see 

DSwB. such women at any 

j of the Moscow fesh- 

Hignl tall ion shows. 

Quite opposite 
•vJVSVjZ ideals oflife, of course, 

.• but maybe there is one 

IWI P B il point in which they 

Vfi ” MM coincide—both are 

IVBi, 00 WS quite fer from the 

famous “Russian ba¬ 
bushka.” This image, 
especially popular in 
die West, meant much more than just 
physical appearance. It meant a certain 
way of life and a certain mentality: 
saosficmgyoOT life to scMnething that riev- 
er existed and getting nothing at the end 
ofBfe, never having normal living condi¬ 
tions or material things and not being able 
to take care of yourself 

Russia is an incredible place where 
things can always get worse, and on 
very rare occasions better. If it seems 
to you that things cannot be worse, 
never believe it. How many times have 
I remembered this truth since 1985, 
and 2 am not at all pessimistic. But 
now, even if many more surprises are 
awaiting us in the near future, I still 
think that we have managed to touch 
tiie bottom. At least in the city where I 
live, in Moscow.® 

Seda Pumpiansxi writes for the 
Madrid-based Spanish newspaper 
El Pats. She is the daughter of 
Alexander Pumpiansel 
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STILL LIVING FOB TOMORROW 


The difference between a regional power and a superpower seems slight in Bucharest 

East Europeans share their bed 


with a rest 


ess elephant 


By Silvtu Brucan 

ihiLE the world is still won¬ 
dering about the amazing re¬ 
sult 5 of Russia's parliamentary 
elections last December, the 
campaign for its June presi¬ 
dential elections has already- 
started. Since geopolitics has placed 
Romania in the neighborhood 
of giant Russia, we are re¬ 
minded of an old Indian 
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proverb: “When you are in 
bed with an elephant, you bet- 


BDIH 


ter watch which way he turns." Indeed, 
the presidential elections, more than 
the parliamentary ones, will tell us 
which way the elephant will turn. 

In Russia, a strong presidential sys¬ 
tem is a historic necessity. The new 
constitution provides specifically for 
such a system, allowing President 
Boris Yeltsin to state that, in spite of 
the communists' electoral success, 
Russia's reform policy will stay on 
course. 

Never throughout their history 
have Russians experienced a period of 
democracy. Historian P. Miliukov not¬ 
ed in 1 994 that, “Whereas in the West 
the social organization conditioned the 
state system, in Russia it was the state 
that influenced the social organiza¬ 
tion." The state becoming the main 
agent of change. Even in recent years, 
most of the steps toward establishing a 
market economy, liberalizing prices 
and privatizing state enterprises were 
done by presidential decree. 

But decreed or otherwise, this eco¬ 
nomic reform has resulted not only in 
falling material standards for most 
Russians, but also in a degradation of 
living conditions—indeed, in how long 
they live. The mortality rate has risen 
40 percent since 1990. The recent 
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weakening of state control, instead of 
giving rise to a civil society, has fos¬ 
tered crime, drug addiction and law¬ 
lessness on an alarming scale. Hence, 
there is a wide popular demand for the 
restoration oflaw and order. Above all, 
Russian national pride has suffered a 
terrible trauma. 

The sudden downfall from 
the superpower status equal 
only to that of the US to pre¬ 
sent-day Russia has left the gi¬ 
ant nation looking like a poor 


relative, occupying a spare chair at the 
dinner of the rich nations. This Yeltsin 
could not ignore. He changed his 
rhetoric after the 1993 elections, claim¬ 
ing that Russia is a great power with its 
own sphere of influence and rejected 
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Agrarian Party 



YabJoto 


liberal Democratic 
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the role of a minor partner to the West. 
Now he will do the same, but even 
more so. 

Here is where Russia departs from 
the East European nations. The West¬ 
ern assumption that the market econo¬ 
my, combined with democratic plural¬ 
ism, will tame the Russian bear, 
allowing the West to steer the future 
course of Russia, has proved decep¬ 
tively wrong. The votes of 1993 and 
1995 gave expression to a profound 
popular dissatisfaction with present 
policies. Indeed, whereas the West’s 
control of the world econo mic system's 
“commanding heights" may compel 
East European nations to play by the 
rules of the world market, the same 
forces generate, in a great power like 

.. Russia, the will to resist 

Make no mistake, roost of 
those who participated in 
last December's elections are 
not just “a bunch of nostal¬ 
gic pensioners yearning for 
the communist past." Com¬ 
munism as a dictatorial, re¬ 
pressive system is dead po¬ 
litically. As a rigid and 
inefficient state planning sys¬ 
tem, it is dead economically. 
But it lives socially, its mes¬ 
sage of job security and 
social justice still resonating 
in the souls and minds of 
people. This is why so many 
voted for the communists. 


Communist 


This does not mean that the Com- 
munistparty wants to bring back the old 
system. It means, however, that Russian 
society will never be Westernized. The 
Russians cherish communitarian values 
rather than the Western cult of individ¬ 
ual liberty. They are neither pragmatic 
nor very industrious, but are endowed 
with a unique spirituality and sense of 
mission. In brie£ they feel they are dif¬ 
ferent and have a destiny of their own. 
The political leader who will chart such 
a course before the nation will win the 
June presidential elections. 

Having said this, let us now take a 
realistic look at Russia today, for only 
on that basis can we see where the 
country is going. It appears that, after 
five years of nervous and' painful slid¬ 
ing, the economy seems to have bot¬ 
tomed out and may be on (he brink of 
growing for the first time since 1991. 
Inflation is coming down from stratos¬ 
pheric heights and the ruble is more or 
less holding its value after plurtimeting 
wildly for several years. Many shops 
and restaurants that used to accept 
“only dollars," are now happy with 
rubles. With its tremendous riches in oil, 
gas, diamonds and gold, Russia might 
get on its feet around the year 2000. 

The noisy speeches about restoring 
the USSR have very little reverberation 
in the other republics. Moscow's at¬ 
tempts to reestablish its politico-military 
domination have failed—and will con¬ 
tinue to do so. In international relations 


one can’t love by force, particular^ 

ly when you are dealing with nations that 

discovered their Islamic identity- But 

there are good chances thata sort ofcom- 
roon market will take shape: Belarus is al¬ 
ready in, to be followed—eventually—by 
the Ukraine and others attracted by Rus¬ 
sia's energy resources and an internal 
market for their products that axe non¬ 
competitive on world markets. 

In Europe, the emergence of R u ssia 
as a great power might have a paradox¬ 
ical effect on the European Union's 
policy. During the Cold War, as part of 
its effort to contain the Soviet Union, 


simonious Eastern policy;So^'p^ 
doitically, the integration of East-E* 
rope into the European Union will 
pend on Russia becoming i 
challenger. 

Finally, in the world at large Roa^ 
may become a regional power rathe* 
than a global one. However assertive it* 
rhetoric, new leaders must reckon wiifc 
a country lacking the assets of a mmt 
em great power. Right now^Mescow 
can hardly pay, feed and shelter £ 
armed forces, and for at least a decade 
it will remain too weak to reestablish a 
military or economic presence ranch 
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the European Co mmuni ty granted 
substantial economic aid to its less de¬ 
veloped members such as Spain, Por¬ 
tugal and Greece to uplift their 
economies to co mmuni ty standards. 
This has not been replicated with the 
East European associate-members. 
During die next five years the 100 mil¬ 
lion people of Eastern Europe will get 
less than tiny Portugal, with only 9 mil¬ 
lion people, to modernize their 
economies. But with the Russian bear 
reasserting itself, the European Union 
will have to drastically change its par- 


beyond its borders. 

Russia does possess a tremendous 
nuclear capability. Although this is a 
major bargaining chip in international 
forums dealing with peace and securi¬ 
ty and in bilateral relations with die US, 
it is notenough to make Russia a major 
player in a world in which economic al 
sets rather than military force are the 
currency of geopolitics. © 


Silvtu Brucan is The WoiidPoper’s 

ASSOCIATE EDITOR FOR EASTERN 

Europe. 


State’s historic commitment to Siberia and its riches seems to have lapsed 


Northerners given the cold shoulder 
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By Artur Chilingarov 

R ussia's northern territories 
account for 60 percent of its over¬ 
all land holdings and are a very 
important component ofits econ¬ 
omy. Currently, they produce the 
greater part ofits oil, gold and di¬ 
amonds, and arc likely to provide for 
up to 70 percent of the total 
output ofits gas between 2000- 
2005. One might argue that it is 
only this region, known as the 
Extreme North, that keeps Rus- 
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► Inflation and non-payment of 
wages are both on the rise. The region’s 
already high prices are still going up 
while geologists, builders, teachers, 
medical personnel and other employ¬ 
ees do not get their wages on time. 

► An investment crisis. The area's 
volume of capital investments has fall¬ 
en by a third. At the same time, 
the greater part of the available 
capital was used for non-indus¬ 
trial construction. 

In addition to these factors. 


sia's crisis-ridden economy afloat. 

The Extreme North of Russia, in 
particular its Arctic zone, is also of 
strategic importance to this country in 
terms of defense. Its development is re¬ 
ally extremely important for the success 
of reform in Russia. However, the area 
teeters on the edge of survival. 

Its problems include: 

► A drastic fall in industrial pro¬ 
duction. Its volume has decreased by 
more than half since 1990. The total 
number of aircraft operating in the Ex¬ 
treme North fell to a third ofits previ¬ 
ous total, which has led to further iso¬ 
lation of the region and produced a 
sharp decrease in both cargo and pas¬ 
senger transport. 


the lack of federal investment in this 
part of Russia has contributed in some 
cases to the economic problems. Over 
decades, great resources were spent to 
develop and explore Russia's Extreme 
North, and create the infrastructure it 
needed. All that effort could now be 
lost forever, if the current crisis contin¬ 
ues rather than recedes. Entire regions 
arc on the verge of economic paralysis. 

Considering that it is impossible to 
survive in the Extreme North without 
fuel and foodstuffs, evacuation is a real 
issue. But to where? 

Russia, in its current state, is u nablc 
to provide a decent standard of living 
for residents of central and southern 
Russia. And many Northerners have 


nowhere else to go. Since the disinte¬ 
gration of the Soviet Union, leaders of 
some newly sovereign states have made 
clear that, since the Extreme North be¬ 
longs to Russia, it is Russia's task to 
take care of their inhabitants. 

It also appears —. . . . 

that Russia does not 
have any serious pol¬ 
icy drawn up to 
guide foreign devel¬ 
opment of the Ex¬ 
treme North. Re¬ 
gions rich in natural 


new, market-driven economic relations 
might be one of the basic functions of 
the new ministry, especially in Russia’s 
Extreme North. 

It is common knowledge that the cur¬ 
rent flourishing of the market element 
. ...... just adds to numer¬ 
ous difficulties expe¬ 
rienced by the Ex¬ 
treme North. That is 
why 1 would like to 
remind you that the 
exploration of Rus¬ 
sia's northern re- 



_ wm&Mi 

Without government help, the natural resources of Russia's Extreme North 
may be lost to the rest of the country because of Inadequate Infrastructure 


resources, which are currently being de¬ 
veloped by big overseas companies, get 
nothing for these resources—and are very 
unlikely to get anything in the near foture. 

All these circumstances liave forced 
the State Duma to support the initiative 
of the Northern deputies and begin to 
carry out legislative activities to protect 
the region. In this respect, the lower 
house has actually stepped into the 
shoes of the Supreme Soviet of the 
Russian Federation, which used to pay 
special attention to this problem. 

But problems remain. Deputies of 
the northern territories repeatedly state 
that, amidst the difficult conditions cre¬ 
ated by transition to a market economy, 
the largest of Russia's national regions 
has virtually been abandoned—no¬ 
body from the federal government pays 
any attention to its needs and bears 
some part of the responsibility for what 
is happening there. 

Under the current circumstances, 
two types of administrative tasks are 
combined. I am talking about pure eco¬ 
nomic life-support activities in the 
northern territories, in particular get¬ 
ting vital supplies to the North, and the 
development of a national and region¬ 
al policy which first and foremost stip¬ 
ulates a balance of interests between the 
Federation and its members. 

Although I have deep respect for the 
Nationalities Ministry, given die cur¬ 
rent state of things it seems that they 
treat the problem of economic support 
for tile Extreme North as a secondary 
task. That is why I support a proposal 
to set up a lull Ministry for Northern 
Affairs, such as those already function¬ 
ing in such northern countries as Cana¬ 
da and Norway. 

Such a ministry would need to be 
vested with extensive rights and pow¬ 
ers. It must be headed by competent 
experts with extensive knowledge of 
the north and its problems. Otherwise, 
this promising idea will be blocked 
from implementation as, unfortunate¬ 
ly, is quite common. Regulation of the 


gions goes bade to the 1920s. 

The process was professionally han¬ 
dled by the powerful GUrvsevmorput 
state organization, which controlled ice¬ 
breaker and cargo fleets, aviation routes, 
a network of meteorological stations, 
power enterprises and the means of 
transport needed for the delivery of evert- 
necessary article. Of course, all this was 


based on strict and sometimes unwisely 
centralized principles and a related sys-. 
tem of administrative command. How¬ 
ever, since tbe system proved itself then, - 
its experience can still be used today. - ” 

I am not talking about a need to re:, 
vive everything that no longer exists. 
Market relations currently being bora 
in Russia cannot be stopped and this 
would, indeed, be unwise. We kno*r 
what the former system of adminis&a-' 
five command did to the national econ¬ 
omy, and its consequences. 

However, one thing is absolutely 
dean the Russian North needs a mas-: 
ter. This is an acute questiob which" 
must be solved without delay. O'...' 


CROSSWt 


Artur Chilingarov is Deputy 
Chairman of the State Duma 
of the Russian F ederatton.This - 

ARTICLE IS COURTESY OF THE RUSSIAN 

Information Agency Novostx. 
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If you missed the last 24 issues of Russia 
Portfolio, then you haven’t achieved maximum 
performance in Russia’s capital markets. sd*a&c 
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managers investing bi Russia. Tbe newsletter fcannes such important 
topics as early warning of upcoming stock and hfmrf mvl-n^c 

o n sefiurogjmg a n d aaMatigU S. company news and its likely 
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Programs on JTV 
from 10-16 Feb. 


0IOUSH PROGRAM 
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*** - SATURDAY 

nna''--gtSSSS 

3 .- 00 —Harry And The 
Hendersons 
‘3:25—Blue Heelers 
4 : 00 —Okavango 
5:00—French Programs 
^jO—News Headlines 
i w «nen of 7:35—Major Dad 

- . ^ a.-OO—The Stamp of 

I^S^-SSSL-^ 

> w «"kinfiw 9 ; 16 —The-Glass Virgin 
‘ ^ 10:00—News at Ten 

| SvKL -10:25—A journey Across 
^Fyodoiov The Land OCIdam 
[ AO™;, „ ' 10 : 45 —Feature Film: In A 

,«erananp^ ganger's Hand, starring: 

Robert Urich & Mogan 
Gattagfcer 

A stolen child— A desperate 
woman— A deadly conspiracy 
! • ' . ^ il^O—Mancuso FBI 

« a t**** SUNDAY 
ithoueUT 2 M-The Jlratstones 
.■“«t 2:30—Disney’s Aladdin 
} 10 ouern^ 3 (0—Fam y Playhouse 
>oace and kq 3 JO—Islamic History In 
ions with tLt •" 

:e Russia J 4dW^Okavango 

■ k SUa ^ 5:08—EVencb Programs 
lch econwBjfc 7 - 36 —News Headlines 
ary force ait| 735—Keeping np 
s.ffli Appearances 

8:00—Oriental Rags 
H’ Jin 835—Hawaii Five-O 

HorldPapt ,i 935 —Women of the World 


t Eastern 


er 


HhOfr—News at Ten 
10:25—Counterstrike 
11:15—The American Chart 
Show 

12:00—Stay Lucky 

MONDAY 

2 : 00 —Bonkers 
230—Richie Rich - 
3:00—Playabout 
-3:15—Bustin Loose 


3:40—Animals of the 
Mediterranean 
4:10—Okavango 
5:00—Fre&ch Programs 
7:30—News Headlines 
7:35—McHaie’s Navy 
8:00—Inventions 
8 £5—Hawaii Ffve-0 
9:10—Russia: The Missing 
Years 

10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—A Journey Across 
The Land Of Islam 
10:40—Perfect Scoundrels 
21:10—Taurus Rising 
12 : 00 —EBen 

TUESDAY 

2:00—Captain Planet 
2:30—Johnny Quest 
2:50—Iris- The Happy 
Professor 

3:00—Spirit of Adventure 
3:40—Scientific Eye 
4:10—Okavango 
5:00—French Programs 
730—News Headlines 
7:35—You Bet Your Life 
8:00—Oriental Rngs 
8:25—Hawaii Five-0 
9:10—Harry 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Three Sovereigns 
■ For Sarah . 

11:15—Feature Film: Death 
in Small Doses, starring: Rich¬ 
ard Thomas & Tess Harper 

WEDNESDAY 

2:00—-The Flintstones 
230—Speed Racer 
3:00—Islamic History In 
Jordan 

3:30—Islamic Antiquities In 
Jordan 

4:00—Okavango 
5:00—French Programs 
7 JO—News Headline 
7:35—Evening Shade 
8:00—Oriental Rugs 
8:25—Hawaii Five-0 
930—Horizon/ Too Big, 

Too Soon 




1 - 


Kirk Douglas in Lonely Are The Brave, Friday at 11:45 


10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Airwotf 
11:20—The Silk Road 
12 JO— Second Thoughts 

THURSDAY 

1:00—Fireman Sam 
130—Disney’s Aladdin 
1:30—The Legends of Treas¬ 
ure Island 

2:00—My Secret Identity 
2:15—NBA 

3:15—The new leave it to 
Beaver 

3:40—Adventures of the Old 
West 

4 JO—Gillette World Sport 
5:00—French Programs 
7:30—News Headlines 
7J5—Keeping Up 
Appearances 
8:10—Islam In America 
8:15—The Album Show 
930— Pride And Prejudice 
10:00—News At Ten 
1035—A Journey Across 
The Land Of Islam 
10:45—Feature Film: Who 
Will love My Children, star¬ 
ting: Ana Margaret & Cathryn 


Damon 

12 : 00 —Matlock 

FRIDAY 

1:00—The Little Mermaid 

1:30—Iris The Happy 

Professor 

1:40—Lift Off 

2:05—See How They Grow 

2:15—Bush School 

2 JO—Wonder Why 

3:00—Feature Film: The ■ 

Time Gome, starring: Pat 

Bishop & Simon Olivers 

4 JO—Give Us a One 

5:00—French Programs 

7 JO—News Headlines 

7:35—Short Story Cinema 

8:00—Sea Quest 

8:45—America’s Funniest 

People 

930— Widows 
10:00—-News at Ten 
1035—A Journey Across The 
Land Of Islam 
10:45—Second Chances 
11:45—Classic Movie: Lonely 
Are The Brave . starring: Kirk 
Douglas & Gena Rowlands 


PROGRAMMES 
EN FRANQAIS 

SAMEDI 

5:00—Documentaire 

•Du soleil el du vent» 
5:30—S^rie 

Les compagnons de 
Faven ture 
* Les megaz&bres el 
I’Snigme du sphynx» 

6:00—Serie 

Chateau Vallon 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 

Faut pas rSver 
• USA. Tor rouge du 
nouveau monde» 

DIMANCHE 

5:00—Magazine 
Montague 
5 JO—S4rie 

Les compagnons de 
I’a venture 
Les mtgazebres: 
drSles d’oiseaux • 
6:00—Magazine 

Envoys special 
•Le passage * 

7:00—-Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 

Sports et musique 

LUNDI 

5:00—Magazine 
Nimbus 
5J0—Serie 

Les compagnons de 
1 ’a venture 

•Lola et les sardines: 
les chocolats» 

5:50—Magazine 

C'est pas sorrier 
6:20—Divertissement 
L‘ 6 cole des fans 
•Andre Verchuren* 
7:00—Le journal 


To 

Advertise 
in this 
space 
Call us at 
652380 


7:15—Magazine 

Cinq sur cinq 

MARDI 

5:00—Magazine 
Montagne 
5J0—Serie 

Les compagnons de 
I’a venture 

« Lola et les sardines 
course au tr£sor» 
6:00—Magazine mfHiral 
Savoir plus sant£ 

•La maison de tons 
les dangers•» 

7:00—Le journal 
735—Magazine 
Ushuaia 

MERCREDI 

5 : 00 —- Magazin e 

Plan fete en Equation 
5:30—Sdrie 

Les dames de la cote 
7:00—Le journal 
735—Magazine 

Sports et musique 

JEUDI 

5:00—Documentaire 
•Le ramadan 
au Maroc» 

5J0—Varietes 
Taratata 

«Gilbert Montagne * 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 
Archimfede 

VENDREDI 

5:00-— Magazine 
E=M 6 

5J0— 

• Elle voulait faire du 
' cinema» 

7:00—Le jonrnal 
7:15—Magazine 
Alio la terre 





inem 


“LORD OF ILLUSIONS” (MGM/UA, $9731): Hor¬ 
ror master Clive Barker (“HeUratser”) strikes again as 
writer and director of this supernatural tale, casting “ Quan¬ 
tum Leap " alumnus Scott Bakula as a detective hired by a 
woman (Famke Janssen, the viHainess in “ GoldenEye”) to 
watch over her magician husband (Kevin J. O’Connor). Of 
course, matters go haywire. ** (R and unrated versions: 
ASpP.V) 

“THE COURTYARD” (Republic, ) : Andrew 

McCarthy (“Weekend at Bemie’s”) stare in this suspense- 
drama — first presented on Showtime — as an architect 
newly relocated from Manhattan to Southern California, 
where he becomes involved in the probe of a pizza-deliver¬ 
er's murder. Suspects are plentiful, and they include the 
woman (Madehen Amick) to whom the newcomer has taken 
a shine. ** (R: AS, P, V) 

HELD OVER: “BEAS7MASTER HI: THE EYE OF 
BRAXUS” (MCA/Univereal, y ; Marc Singer returns 

as the warrior in this made-for-video sequel to the earlier 
sword-an d - sorcery adventures, the first of which is a cable- 
TV perennial. Sandra Hess (“Encino Man”) plays his female 
comrade in battle; also appearing are former “Beverly Hills 
90210” semi-regular Casper Van Dien and Tony Todd 
(“CanJyman ”). ** (PG-13: AS, P, V) 

“BORN WILD” (Columbia/TriStar.): Though 

Brooke Shields gets top billing in this drama, the title does¬ 
n't apply primarily to her character. Instead, it’s a reference 
to a female leopard being protected by John Varty — a 
renowned conservationist who appears as himself — while 
Shields plays a novice documentary maker who's cm her 
maiden assignment Martin Sheen also stars. ** (Not rated: 
P,V) 

** B URNT B Y THE SUN " (Columbia/TriStar.): 

The most recent Academy Award winner for Best Foreign 
Language Film, writer, director and star Nikita Mikhalkov's 
drama — a Russian-French co-production, presented in , 
Russian dialog with English subtitles — focuses on a man j 
whose life is shattered by the interference of the secret police. 1 
Oleg Menehikov also appears. *** (R: AS, P, V) j 

COMING SOON: “JADE” (Paramount, Jan. 23): Lin- I 
da Fioremino plays the lady who stirs trouble between David 
Caruso and Chazz Palminteri in director W illiam Friedkin’s 
melodrama. (R) 

“WAJERWORLD" (MCA/Universal, Jan. 23): More cele¬ 
brated for its cost than anything else last summer, the at-sea 
action epic stars Kevin Costner as its hero. (PG-13) 
“DESPERADO" (Columbia/TriStar, Jan. 30): Antonio Ban¬ 
deras plays the weapons-skilled antihero in director Robert 
Rodriguez' remake of his own 'El MariachL” (R) 
FAMILY-VIEWING GUIDE KEY: AS, adult situa¬ 
tions ; N. nudity: P, profanity; V, violence: GV, particularly 
graphic violence. 

O H>96. Tribune Media Services 
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE | -this week’S- 

HOROSCOPE 


PERKY & BF.ANZ by Russell Myers 



!!■■■ BRRHN 
HRNNIMR 411 
■ UMNNNil 

■a an aaaa 


min aNNNaaaa 


‘ ACROSS 
1 .Mins Ladd 
5 M a frenzy 
.9 Relating to 
birth 

14 Picture - 
section. for * 

' short. . 

15 Knowledge' 

16 Grade letter 

17 Btadr 

18 Alfptitei port. 

19 Posoobus 

20 Kind of 

22 Royal 
. home 

23 Rsh . 

25 Pulpit ; 
speech: 
abbr. 

26 Lessen 

30 Rmw Wtfi' . 
32 Engfishrran 
of noble birth 

34 Blue Eagle 
" teaas 

35 Fencing 
. weapon 


39 Team 
athletes 
41 Certain 
stands 

43 Dry 

44 Likely 
4$ Famed 

. invertor 
47 Esteem 

50 Isolated 

51 Race unit 
54 R uier 

56 Salem's 
state 

58 Pale horse 

63 French 
painter 

64 Dotted, in 
heraldry 

65 Scent 

66 Soap plant 

67 Romanov. 

. tor one 

68 Dermal 
hote 

69 Alights 

70 Office table 

71 Shade trees 


. DOWN 

1 Warlike deity 

2 Wolf 

3 Monad 

4 Zero 

5 Hito greeting 

6 Modes of 
conduct 

7 Speech 

B Knowledge 

9 Make 
memos 

10 BKtfcal 
prophet 

11 Author's 
works 

12 Spry 

13 One who 
ties strings 

21 Place query 

22 Arrow 
poison 

24 A Starr 

26 Current units 

27 Spleen 

23 Wingtike 

29 One who 

trifles 
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31 Satan 

33 Mythic 
monster 

36 Spanish coin 

37 British 
school . 

38 Saxon serf 

40 Bridge 

42 Potato state 

45 Circus 
swing 

48 Overacts 

49 Kind of plays 

51 Kind of train 

52 Scent 

53 Argentine 
mter, once 

55 Office 
worker 

57 Dental metal 

59 Sulk 

60 Hero 

61 Comic 
Crosby 

62 Mine finds 

64 Advanced 


( rossword Puzzle 
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By Linda Black 

Weekly Tip: The big lesson 
comes from experience, not from 
reading textbooks. It’s common 
sense that will be most useful. 

Aries (March 21-April 19). Pay 
bills. You’ll feel like doing that even 
less later. Work will be tough. You'll 
have to know the material cold. 

Taurus (April 20-May 20). You 
may not get everything you want, but 
you can sure put up a good fighL A 
raise may have your name on it 

Gemini (May 21-Jone 21). 
Concentrate. Don’t ask questions, 
and don’t offer information unless 
specifically requested. 

Cancer (June 22-July 22). A 
teammate could drop the ball. Be 
watching, so you can make the recov¬ 
ery. An especially irritating person 
could try to push you around. 

Leo (July 23-Aug, 22). A stubborn 
friend will not budge. You might as 
well do whatever you want done by 
yourself. These days are more work 
than fun. - 

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). Study 
as much as possible. Your brain will 
be amazing. Looks like a friend warns 
to party in your private space. 

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). Sell 
something to get the money you 
need. Studying will be fun, so do as 
much of it as possible. 

Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). Leam 
amazing things by working with a 
master craftsperson. If you don’t 
know one, rent a video. 

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). 
Keep unpleasant information to your¬ 
self. No use starting an ugly rumor. 
Save by getting something broken 
you can fix. 

Capricorn (Dec 22-Jan. 19). Get 
your team organized. A person who 
doesn’t say much will have the best 
idea. You may feel restrained by rules 
and regulations. That’s how it is, too. 

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). An 
assignment may threaten to dominate 
all your waking hours and then some, 
for days. Consult with a group of 
your friends. One of them may have 
a good idea. 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20). You’re 
lucky, especially with travel, love, 
and higher education. So. take a chal¬ 
lenge! Don't be intimidated by a pop¬ 
ular person. Laugh at a joke, even if 
it’s at your expense. » 

If You’re Having a Birthday 
This Week: A group can help you 
get where you want to go. Do what 
you said, or you'll be haunted by 
imkepi promises. 

( 1 1996. Tribune Media Sendee* 


THAT'5 SO 
CUTE! 


FT-RKY fell asleep 
BEFORE SHE COULP 
GET INTO THE BEP1 
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ELWOOD by Ben Templeton & Tom Forman 

C SUPER NEWS, euiii d^S 

SAYS HE’LL MAKE THE VIDEO- X~r 

1XFE OF OWE. ftyJOTO j Q-L 

SEHP TO M-TV- y 


CATFISH by Fred Wagner & Tom Cone 


GOSH..! HAVEN'T ANP 

DONE THAT IN OVER REMEMBEREPJ^L 
TO YEARS! 1 -7- 


•JJOW RX 
-THE BAD 
HEWS- 


as 



Unscramble these (bar words, one 
letter to each square, to fono four 
ordinary words. 




WHAT THE REPAIR¬ 
MAN CONSIPEREP 
THE COMPUTER 
PROBLEM. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as 
suggested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer hen: 


, TVNIWHHl — ui 9 [qaid 

winduioD aip pawpjsuoo urouredai aqi uamsuy 

A1BMVJ AB31VAV ACTION 3DNI/A tSttMSuy 


WORD WISE 


Q: Here’s one for you: 
Are callus and callous related? 

A: Callus is a noun mean¬ 
ing: a thicked patch of skin; a 
tissue mass that forms around 
a break in a bone and is con¬ 
verted into bone during heal¬ 


ing; or soft tissue that ftsms 
over a cut in a plant. 

Callous is an adjective 
meaning hardened or thick¬ 
ened, feeling no emotion or 
sympathy for others. I would 
say they’re third cousins. 


Words of 
Wisdom 


The fruits of patience out¬ 
weigh the bitterness of wait¬ 
ing. 

• ■ * 

Live with kindness today 
so that harsh words or actions 
do not: baum you tomorrow. 

• • • 

The strong in spirit are not 
afraid of being alone because 
they always have themselves 
to depend upon. 

• • • 

The wisest person is the 
one who claims to know the 
least. 

• • • 

Success in business is 
yours if you work hard, but 
don’t take anything too seri¬ 
ously. 

• m m 

Anyone who would cheat a 
foe would almost certainly 
cheat a friend. 

01996. Tribune Media Service* 


Bridge 

Give One, Get Two 

By Tannah Hirsch 

Both vulnerable. North deals. 
NORTH 
A A J 7 4 3 
V J 

0AEJ6 
*10 7 6 


WEST 

452 

V A 10 7 5 
0 10 9 
* Q 9 8 5 3 


EAST 

AKQ1086 

<?632 

0842 

*42 


SOUTH 

*9 

9KQ984 
OQ753 
*AK J 

The bidding: 

North East South West 

1* Pass 2<? Pass 

2a Pass 30 Pass 

40 Pass 4NT Pass 

5* Pass 60 Pass 

Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Five of * 

When there is a singleton in plain sight in the dummy, it is 
very difficult for a defender to refuse to win a trick in that suit. 
But bravery can have its rewards. 

North-South reached a fair six-diamond slam on a natural 
auction. They were playing Key-Card Blackwood, so North’s 
response of five clubs to the ace-asking four no trump showed 
zero or three aces, counting the king of trumps as an a ce . 

West led the five of spades, taken by dummy's ace. Declar¬ 
er put the defense to the test immediately by running die jack 
of hearts. Had West taken this trick, declarer would have been 
home. It would have required just one ruff to set up the heart 
suit, and declarer would have been able to ruff one spade low 
and one with the queen. That would have yielded, in all, three 
trump tricks, three ruffs, three hearts, two clubs and the ace of 
spades. 

However, West allowed the jack of hearts to hold the trick! 
Double dummy declarer could still scrape together 12 tricks 
(try it if you like), but at the table the task proved insur¬ 
mountable. Declarer came to hand with a high club and led 
the king of hearts to ruff our West’s ace, then tried the club 
finesse. When that loa to the queen. West could have seTt lf d 
matters there and then by giving East a dub ruff. The spade 
return merely postponed declarer's agony. After ruffing in 
hand. South trumped a heart to set up the suit, cashed dum¬ 
my’s high diamonds and now had to lead aclub. East’s tuff 
was the setting trick. 

0 19%. Tribune Malm Savxrci 


SlApSjIX — 
Speaking without 
thinking is like shooting 
without taking aim. 


O 1996. Tribune Media Services 
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Le roi Hussein attendu 
dimanche en Arabie Saoudite 


Supplement en frangais du Star 


%p our sceBer la reconciliation entre les deux pays, le roi Hussein de Jordanie se 
rendra dimanche en Arabie Saoudite ou il rencontrera le roi Fahd (sur notrephoto) et 
le prince AbdaBah. ' . _ 

A I'occasion de cette visite, le roi Hussein devrait effectuer lepetupilerwage ala 
Mecque, comme en 1994. Mats cette annie-la, U n’avaitpas iti rept par le roi Fahd. 
La brouille entre les deux pays remonte au mats d’aofa 1990, Ryad reprochant a 
Amman d’adopter une politiquepro-irakienne apres Vinvasion du Koweit. 

Le nouveau ministre jordanien de Vlnformation Marwan Moasher a dtclari mardi qae 
cette rencontre illustrcdt la volonti politique de la Jordanie d’entretenir d’excellentes 
relations avec les pays arabes, et particaUbrement les pays du Golfe. 

II a ajoutd que le roi Hussein, inviti par le president Hosni Moubarak, se rendrait 
prochainement en Egypte. 





SELON 



Si le reve permet a 

1'etre humain de recevoir 
un message dc son sub- 
conscicnt durant le som- 
meil. il prend une signifi¬ 
cation particuli&re quail d 
il s'agil des jeunes filles 
oriental es. 

En dehors du contrtile 
permanent de la famille et 
loin de Tlcrasani «2tau de 
la soci£l£. le r5ve peut per- 
mettrc aux jeunes filles de 
s'assurer que le man tant 
attendu va bientot arriver. 
ou bien de parler k un in- 
connu. 

Il leur pennet d'extd- 
rioriser leurs desire ca¬ 
ches. sans censure, si cc 
n'esl celle du systfeme ner- 
veux qui leur enlfeve le 
plaisir de profiler intd- 
gralemem de leurs reves 
en les ddcoupant en pedts 
morceaux. 

Entre IS et 30 ans, une 
jeune femme passe deux 
ans de son temps de som- 
meil phy.siologique a r6- 
ver. Et devinez de quoi? 
Bien dvidemment de 
ITtomme qu'elie ne peut 
approcher en plein jour et 
qui devient accessible 
sous la protection des 
saintes dtoiles. 

Dans son livre 
*L'Orieni». Maupassant a 
dcrit: +Je n'cdme que le 
rive. Lux seui est bon, lui 
seul est doux. La rialite 
implacable me conduirait 
au suicide si le rive ne me 
permettait d'attendre .» 

Ce qui intdresse les 
jeunes filles, dtant donnd 
que Ics reves sont trfes 

rare merit 6 mis en langage 
decodd. e'est de compren- 
dre la signification de ce 
qui a uoubld leur som- 
raeil. 

Fort heureusement. les 
ouvTages spdcialisds me- 
langeant croyances. my- 
thes et analyses psycholo- 
giques nc manquent pas 
pour les y aider. 

Jeune fille. si tu reves 
que tes parents t'ont enfer- 
mec a la maison ou que 1c 
chef dc famille veut 
tegorger. ne crams rien. 
Cela signifie que tu vas 
bientdt ic marier! 

De meme, si tu fais un 
reve triste. sois contente. 
car tu sera bientot com¬ 
bine dc bonheur. Ne sois 
pas degue si lu reves a un 
homme agd: tu vas epou- 
scr un beau et jeune gar- 
gon. Et si cel homme est 
barbu. alors rdjouis-loi: tu 
vas enfin epouser celui 
que tu aimes. 

Par comrc. civile de voir 
des souris ou dcs lapins 
dans tes reves: cc sont les 
anges gardiens des fem¬ 
mes mfid&les. Le chat. lui. 
te garanlira la tendresse el 
si un cheval apparaTt. cela 
signifie que ton cavalier 
blanc n'est pas loin et que 
tu peux ddjH pnfparcr les 
cartons d'inviiation. 

Gare k loi si tu perds tes 
cheveux dans tes reves. 
car e'est le signe que ta 
pudeur s en va. Et si tu tc 
vois danscr toule nue. tu 
peux avoir honte car cela 
signifie que tu es devenue 
one proic facile et qu'un 
scaudale ne va pas utrder k 
ddater. 

He crois pas que la vue 
de for soil de bonne au- 
gure car cela va te con- 
duire k la ruine. Au con- 
trairc. la foudre t'annoccc. 
die. une meilleure situa¬ 
tion financifere. 

Alois de quoi te plains- 
m, jolie jeune fille? Tu as 
le droit dc lever cn cou- 
I^ur, et cn toute s£curit£. 
Et en plus, sur catalogue! 
Si tu ne comprcnds pas la 
signification de tous tes 
reves, dcs manucls t'ap- 
porteront avec fid£lil£ et 
authenticity toutes les ex¬ 
plications n&essaires. 
Bonne nuit, et fais de 
beaux rSve&B 


SuhaO AJ-Sweis 


Politique interieure 

Kabariti forme un gouvernement de reformes 

Choisi par le roi Hussein a la tete du nouveau gouvernement, Abdel Karim Kabariti, ancien 
ministre des Affaires etrangeres, est charge de proceder a un «changement radical» 
dans la gestion des affaires du royaume. Il a deja promts une plus grande liberte d’expression. 


Le nouveau Premier 
ministre Abdel Karim Kabariti 
a assur£ que le nouveau gou- 
vemement, malgrfi lc fait qu'il 
inclue un grand nombre de d£p- 
ut£s. va apporter des change- 
ments radicaux et positifs. par- 


ticuli&rcment au niveau de la 
dfimocratie et des libertfis pu- 
bliques dans le royaume. 

Le gouvernement de Kabari¬ 
ti qui a et£ connu dimanche, ne 
rfpond peut-etre pas aux aspi¬ 
rations de 1'opinion publique 


Recolter les 
«fruits de la paix» 


Avec l'onnonce de la formation d'un nouveau gouvernement, le 
roi Hussein de Jordanie a souhaitf un •changement radical *. 
Pour cela. il a choisi un gouvernement rajeuni, qui puisse 
tripondre aux aspirations de la jeunesse. • 

Le nouveau Premier ministre a immfidiatenieht rfpondu au 
roi qu'il tScherait de •libirer les Energies des jeunes et de les 
mettre au service de la Jordanie». 

Cumulant les fonctioos de ministre des Affaires foangferes, 
ministre de la defense et Premier ministre, Abdel Karim Kabaii- 
ti, 46 ans, incame llmage de la modemit£. 

Pour lui, la paix avec IsraSl est un fait accompli et il entend 
d6somiais s'attachcr fi la normalisation des relations entre les 
deux pays. Il s'est (failleurs mpig* k faire recueillir k 
l'&onomie jordanienne •les fruits de la paix.» 

Avec lui, la Jordanie devrait continuer & prendre ses distances 
avec llrak. comme elle I'a fait depuis quelques mois. notam- 
ment en r£duisant ses exportations vers ce pays. 

A plusieurs reprises. M.Kabariti a en effet vivement critique 
les dfrigeants irakiens. Le roi Jcri-m&ne a rappete dimanche que 
la Jordanie soutenait le peuple irakieu et s'efforcera •de mettre 
find ses souffrances», ce qui prouve que les relations entre Bag¬ 
dad et Amman risquem de se modifier complfttement. 

(Test en effet une des conditions sine-qua-non du rapproche¬ 
ment avec les diffcrents pays du moode arabe entrepris par le roi.B 


qui souhaitait la presence de 
certains ministres, et 1'absence 
d'autres. mais il reflete 1'in- 
tention du gouvernement 
d'entamer des reformes a tous 
les niveaux. 

*Le trio de ministres. Mous- 
tapha Shneikat, Kamal Nasser 
et Abdel Karim Doughmi est 
un signe du gouvernement 
quant a sa determination de 
promouvoir les libertes pub- 
liques et la democratic». con¬ 
state Abdel Karim Kabariti, qui 
est lui meme d£put£ 'A la ebam- 
bre basse. 

Moustapha Shneikat. mini- 
stre dc l'Agriculture, est un 
membre de I'opposition A la 
chambrc basse et un avocat des 
droits de 1'homme. Kamal Nas¬ 
ser. ministre du Developpe- 
ment administratif. est le presi¬ 
dent du syndicat dcs avocats ct 
le president des syndicats pro- 
fessionnels. et Karim Dough- 
mi, ministre de la Justice, pre¬ 
side Ic comite judictaire au 
Parlement. 

La presence de ces trois mi¬ 
nistres, cormus pour leurs posi¬ 
tions liberales et leurs luttes 
pour les droits de I'Homme et 
la promotion de la democratic 
r££Ue en Jordanie, est un signe 
du gouvernement qui veut 
prouver qu’il.souhaite serieuse- 
ment s'atiaquer k ccs sujets. 

Depuis quelques mois, les 


manoeuvres pour faire tairc 
ceux qui denon^aient une re¬ 
gression du processus d£mocra- 
tique entame depuis 1989 sc 
sont multiplies: attaques con- 
tre la pressc. mesentenie entre 
le gouvernement et les syndi¬ 
cats professionals ct incarcera¬ 
tion croissante de Jordoniens 
accuses d'avoir pone altcinte a 
la security rationale. 


Une plus grande 
liberty cfexpresalon 

La pressc hebdomadaire, bn 
paniculier. a 6t6 rdeemment 
soumise a dc nombreuses at¬ 
taques pour publication de 
fausres informations et dc pho¬ 
tographies obsc£nes. 

Deux hcbdomadaircs, 
-tHawadcth al Sa'ah» et «ai Bi- 
lad», ont die suspendus I'annec 
demifcre. 

Or. M. Karabiti a declare qu'on 
ne pouvaii pas nier que «/u 
presse hebdomadaire efait par- 
tie integrante de la presse na- 
lionale ». 

Les joumaux de I’opposition 
ytaient aussi sous surveillance. 
Des dizaincs de pnoebs ont £ie 
internes contre cux. 

Le Premier ministre a promis 
que, dans le futur. la situation 
serait diffdrente, non pas scule- 
ment pour la pressc. mais aussi 
pour les syndicats professionels 
qui ont ete attaques pour leur 


Arabisme 

Le nationalisme arabe dans Pimpasse 

Du rejet de TOccident a Vadhesion aux theses socialistes, le nationalisme 
arabe a revetu de nombreuses formes depuis la fin de Toccupation ottomane. 


Avec un seul point commun: elles ont toutes abouti a la meme impasse. 

Comment, 


une na¬ 
tion, caressee par I’Histoire. 
acceplerait-elle sans melanco- 
lie te sentiment insidiewc de 
quitter le rang qui fut le sfcn?- 
Ainsi Gaude Imbert a decrit 
l'angoisse dc la France (Le 
Point. 15- 2-1992). caus£e par 
le recul dc son staiut mondial. 
Pourtant. la France d emeu re 
une grande puissance qui 
possidc la qua trie me ecorhimie 
du mondc. 

Que peuvent bien dire les 
Arabes. heritiers d'unc hisioire 
cgalcmcnl gtoricusc. alors 
qu'ils se trouvent incapable^ de 
se distinguer dans aucun do- 
maine. m£mc dons cclui du 
sport? Cette question do- 
minc. a juste litre, les debuts 
des intcllectucis arabes. Plu- 
sicurs formules sont proposes, 
qui emanent dc diverses ten¬ 
dances politiques. Mais ious les 
discours sur cc sujet. toumeni 
autour d une question centrale: 
comment lenir tetc a 
l'Occidcnt? 

La premiere r£ponsc propo- 
s£e par les nationalisres arabes 
etait le rejcl de t'Empire otto¬ 
man cn faveur dc relations 
dtroites avec Ics grandes puis¬ 
sances europeennes. Mais la 
chute dc I’Empirc ottoman n'a 
pas realise les reves dcs natio- 
nalistes arabes. qui ont irouve 
leur pairic non seulemcnr domi- 
n£e de nouveau par des puis¬ 
sances dtrangeres. mais cn plus 
diviscec en plusieurs Etais. La 
domination europdenne n'etait 
ce pen dam pas complctcment 
ndgative. 

Certes. elle a divis£ la Vila¬ 
yet de Syrie cn quatre Cuts, 
mais ce n'est que grace 5 
Taction miliiairc e ur opde n ne 
que chacun de ccs Elals est res- 
td uni. En Jordanie. par exem¬ 
pt. sept duns independents e- 
xistaient, et aucun n'etait capa¬ 
ble d'umficr le pays, ou 
d'dtablir une administration 
centrale cfficace. 

PounanL l'incorporation des 
soci£t£s arabes dans I'fconomie 
mondialc. ajoutdc aux difficul* 
tds lifes 5 la erdation d'un appa- 
reii d'Etat. ont entraind dcs dc- 
sequilibres sociaux qui ont ren¬ 
du obsoleics les modes de vie 
de plusieurs couches sodales. 

Les puissances coloniales 
ont profile de cetic situauon cn 
f3vorisant certains gttnipcs eth- 
niques ou religicu.x, qui par 
consdqucnL ont domind les 
nouvelies economics naiio- 
naics. 

Le renversement de cer ordre 
politique, dans Ics anrtecs an- 


quame, avail ses origines dans 
les desequilibres sociaux et 
economiques plutot que dans 
(tes raisons iddologiques. Les 
activites economiques tradi- 
tionnelles des petit* rentiers et 
des artisans ont £ie d£passecs 
par les nouveau x modes de 
production et dc distribution. 
Incapable* dc gagner leur vie 
par les move ns tradilionnels. 
les jeunes de ces couches soci- 
ale se sont inscrits dans rdmer- 
gente administration et l'armec 
dc leurs ctats. toutes deux 
domince* par ics elites qui ctai- 
ent micuK pljcees pour profiler 
dcs relations avec Ics puissanc¬ 
es cokmiaics. 

La performance dcs nou- 
veaux ctats n'etait pas u la hau¬ 
teur dcs ambitions des Arabes, 
qui croyaicnt que lc renversc- 
ment dc la domination otto- 
mane rendrait it leurs territoire* 
arabes la prosperity perdue. 
Les analyses arabes tcnaicnl 
ics puissances colonialcs rc- 
sponsablcs dc tous les maux 
dont souffraient leurs pays. 


Mais les eiats social istes 
netaient pas les seuls it subir 
un echec economiquc. ni h 
profiler des subventions du pe¬ 
tiole. Panout dans le monde 
arabe, la mauvaisc gestion et¬ 
ait cachde par les revenus 
prove-nant de l'extcrieur. ce 
qui a produit des economics 
dominees par dcs secteurs 
publics louids ct de moins cn 
meins efficaccs. Done, la 
polarisation du mondc arabe 
dcs snn£cs soi-Xante, etait 
remplaccc par une situation bi- 
rarre. ou Ics distinctions entre 
Ics cuts som dcicnucs frmuil- 
16ev. Pourtant. Ics changc- 
ments d’oriemation politique 
au niveau gouveme mental 
ytaient cachees dcs pcuplcs 
par lc main lien du discours na- 
tionalislc arabe dcs annecs 
soixantc. y compris le mes¬ 
sage centra I du rejet dc 
lltegemonie occidentalc. 


(.’^mergence des 
nations du pitroie 

Or. le rcnversemcnt des 
elites aiiiees des puissances co- 
lomales a produit un conflit 
d'interets avec les puissances 
coloniales. ce qui a amcnf Ics 
nouveaux dirigeants arabes ^ 
chere her unc alliance avee 
rUixion Sovidtiquc. 

Le message central du natio- 
naiisme arabe est devenu lc rc- 
jet de ['Occident. Les diri¬ 
geants arabes qur maintenaient 
des relations cordialcs avec 
I'Oc-cident ont *6 inures de 
nfaciionruircs ou dc trail res. 

Au fit du temps. les Etats 
progressistes arabes n'ont plus 
cu le vent en poupc. La ddfaite 
militaire cuisanie dans la 
guerre de 1967, la degradation 
tomoniique. et rechcc des pro¬ 
grammes social istes etaient ac- 
compagnds par !'£ mergence 
des pays p£trolirrs conserva- 
teurs. 

L'arrivdc dc la manne petro- 
liere a permis aux g6n6raux 
progressistes socialistcs de 
cachcr leurs fehecs econo¬ 
miques avec dcs programmes 
de couveiture sociale, et de 
remplacer leurs tenues mili- 
taircs par des habits civils tall¬ 
ies par Ics grandes maison de 
couture europeennes. Pour y 
arriver. ils ont dd mettre fin a 
la guerre de propagande, et ar- 
rStcr les attentats ay ant pour 
bin la destabilisation dcs pays 
conservatcurs. 


Pas cTautra 
alternative possible 

Enfin. ('implosion dc 
1’L'nion Soviet iquc, ct lc dis¬ 
credit du socialismc. a produit 
un nouvel ordre mondial, qui 
n'est pas trcs different de cciui 
qui dominail avant les mouve- 
ments indepcndamislcs. 

Certes. il n'y aura pas dc re¬ 
tour a ia domination colonia- 
liste. Mais la faiblessc econo- 
mique ct politique dcs euts 
arabes nc leur permettra que 
de suivre les conseiLs des puis¬ 
sances mondialcs. en confer- 
mite a\cc lc proverbe arabe 
qui dir: •La mam que ion nc 


peut pas casser. on iembrasse 
ct on prie Dicu pour qu elle 
soil cassce*. 

Ccs rccommandations pous- 
sem les nations arabes vers la 
democratic, et ic retour de 
leurs economics dans le 
systeme economiquc mondial 
ou occidental. II n'y a pas 
d'autres choix. 

La saccssc d'apnts coup 
nous am£nc a In conclusion 
que la recherche d'un systeme 
altcmatif n'a produit rien 
d'autre qu'unc perte dc temps 

La rcstmciuration des econ¬ 
omies .irabes semblc jusqu'u 
present suivre Ic m£mc rythme 
que lors des :inn6^ quaruntc 
ou cinquontc. 

Les nouvcUcs elites econo¬ 
miques qui sc sont formccs 
sont ctroitement liees au pou- 
voir politique. En mfinic 
temps, Ic boulcvcrscmcnt 
economiquc a appuuvri dcs 
couches sociules qui voient 
disparaitre tout espoir 
U'asccnsinn sociulc. 

Quant au discours politique. 
Ics intellectuals arabes continu- 
ent dc diffuser ic message lais- 
sant entendre que la (kirnina- 
tion occidentalc est la cause dc 
tous Ics maux du monde arabe 
ct que Ic rcnversemcnt dc cette 
domination csl la clef dc la res- 
tauration du passe gloricux. 
Ccst cn effei beaucoup moins 
pcniblc que d'occcptcr d'as- 
sumcr ses erreurs. 

Plus change, plus c cst pa¬ 
red.* 

AU Kassay 



vie 

L'agertda franc;ais d* Amman 


Peinture 

"L'estampe de print re en France*, au Centre 
culturel franca is. 

Une exposition qui reunit les ceuvres de 
quatre artistes: Jean-Charles Blais, Hel&ne 
Delprat, Philippe Favier et Gerard Ga- 
rouste. 

Cinema 

«Lacombe Lucien», un film de Louis Malle. 
Lundi 12 a 20h00 au Centre culturel 
franca is. 


opposition k la normalisation 
des relations avec Israel. 

Au sujet des libertes pu- 
bliques, Abdel Karim Karabiti 
a indiqud que la nomination au 
poste de ministre de rintcrieur 
d’Awad Khlcifat. rdputd pour 
etre un homme droit □ ’dtant im- 
pliqud dans aucune affaire firau- 
duleuse ou ddlictueuse, est un 
autre signe de la bonne volontd 
du gouvernement pour I’adop- 
tion d'une politique plus d£- 
mocratique. 


M. Kabariti n'a pas oublid les 
islamistes, qui ont un poids 
non-negligeable au niveau na¬ 
tional. 

Dans ses consultations avec 
les leaders du parti du Front is- 
lamique ct des Fn6res musul- 
mans. il a manifests son envie 
de coopdrer avec les islamistes. 
qui peuvent etre consideres 
dans ce pays comme lc courant 
islamique le plus moderd du 
monde. 

Selon M.Kabariti, essayer de 


limiter le idle politique des is¬ 
lamistes pourrait entraJner des 
mouvemems extrfimistes qui 
menacenrient la stability du rh 
yaume. 

Les islamistes, eux, ne sont 
pas opposes k 1'idee de partidp- 
er au gouvernement de 
M.Kabariti dans le futur. mais 
ils prdffcreni observer tow 
d’abord Taction de ce nouyeau 
gouvernement avant de se di¬ 
dder. ■ 

Sae'da Kilani 
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'Le roi Hussein avec, a sa gauche, le nouveau Premier ministre jordanien, Abdel Karim 
Karabiti, et a sa droite le prince Hassan. 


Jordanie 

Une situation economique mitigee 

Si les chiffres boursiers ne sont pas bons en janvier, les 
meilleurs resultats a l’exportation enregistres a la fin de Vannee 
demiere laissent esperer une legere amelioration economique. 



La bourse jordanienne 
a enregistri une Icgcrc baissc 


dcs cours cl dcs volumes »u 
mnis dc janvier. Linde \ dcs 
cours du Mareh£ financier dc 
Amman (MFA). fa bourse du 
pays, a baissc dc 2CJ . alors que 
Ic volumep global) des actions 
vendues a chut£ de 32.4f* par 
rapport au mois de decern hrc. 

Deux livlncmcnts ont do mi¬ 
ne Ics acti vitii hoursiOres Ju 
mois passe: la chute prtvuc dcs 
exportations vers Tlrak ct Tan- 
ticipotion dc Turrivce de Tonds 
inlcmatiuttiiux sur Ic marchc 
boursicr. 

La decision du gouveme- 
ment jordanien de bjisscr Ics 
exportations au tori sees vers 
llrak de 400 millions dc dollars 
it 220 millions a touche plu¬ 
sieurs investisscurs sur Ic 
MFA, el particuliftremcm les 
actions tndustriellcs qui repre- 
sentent 26.7 < 5(: des ^changes cn 
janvier. 

En ce qui concemc les achc- 
tcurs ihrangcn;. la bourse anti- 
cipc Tamv£c d'investisscurs 
(Strangers qui vculcnl profitcr 
dc la oouvcllc loi. plunk IjbC- 
rale. leur permettmt de placer 
leurs capitaux sur Ic MFA. 

L'economic rbcilc dc la Jor- 
danic enregi&trc, die. plutuf 
unc leg&re amelioration. 

Selon les dernier* chiffres 
disponiblcs qui datent 
d’oetobre 1995. Ics exporta¬ 
tions de ma-tidres p remit rev 
som cn housse, surtout grace au 
phosphate. Comme Ic momre 
Ic tableau d-dcssous. plusieurs 
autres produits jordamens par- 
i agent eel cssor. 

Pour ne pas sc montrer trop 
optimisic, il faul nmer que Ics 
cxportations-clcfs. cnmmv les 
fruits el les legumes, ont chute 
dans la mfime p£riodc. 

It est dUSSi important dc no- 
tcr que Ics importations snnt 
toujours cn haussc, ct cc A un 
niveau beaucoup plus lilevC- que 
Ids exportations. 

Au mois iToctobrc 1V95. Ics 
importations se monlaicnt a 
259 millions dc dinars centre 
230.2 en octobrc 1994. Cela 
signifie que le commerce cxi£- 
ricur jordanien esi encore bien 
loin do !'£qui!ihrc et que Ic de¬ 
ficit rcstc important 


Les previsions pour I'annee 
1996 som plutoi optimistes. On 
s'attend a quelques investissc- 
ments cirangcrs ct a une Iccerc 
amelioration du dimat econo¬ 
mique du pays. 

Mais les problemes ct les 
soucis dc 1995 rcsicnt sans so¬ 


lution radicale pour les mois 3 
venir. 

Ei dans unc telle situation, la 
diminution dcs exportations 
vers I'lrak nc peut etre qu'un 
lourd fordcau. ■ 

Riad el Khouri 
MEBA S.A.RJL 
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Exportations jordaniennes 
(en millions de dinars) 


OCTOBRE 94 

OCTOBRE 95 

Phosphates 

9,2 

11* 

Huiles vegetales et 
animales 

7.6 

10,1 - 

Produits chimiques 
Dont engrais 

21.9 

9.9 

33,2‘ ^ 
16,1; ' A 

Produits divers 
manufactures 

7,8 

10^- ; ■: 

TOTAL 

81,2 

93,9 


ieI Phia Bo 



Communique publicitaire 


Air France partenaire 
de la fondation Al Hussein 


A 1 occasion cie la vente annueiie ' 
de charite organises par la fondation 
M Hussein s occupant de la reeduca- 
tion des personnes handicapdes, Air 
France, partenaire principal de cette 
manifestation, a offert le premier prix 
de la ioterie, un billet d’avion. 

Un ticket aller-retour Paris/Amman' 
a ete remis au gagnant par le direc- 
teur regional d'Air France pour la jor¬ 
danie et 1 Irak, M, Jean-Jacques Ledau- 
phin. 
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;c : yjil Cultural Centre - 661026/7 

’* raaican Centre Library...-820101 

jdsh Council _i.--—. 636147/8 

-■arch Cultural Centre.... 637009 

'jetbe institute-.-—-641993 

: iyant£s Institute (Spanish)._610858 

(ritishColtnral Centre__...... 639777 

AjyaArts Centre___ 665195 

_W.CLA_.__641793 

■ WJrt-A.—.---___664251 

aratalfiohun____643252 

lia Art Gallery LI .._. 639303 

.aladna Art Gallery-657132 

aba Al Mashini TbecTe_675571 

ahfl & Hisham’s Theatre_625155 


Concord Cinema__ 

Plaza Cinema ..„.. 

Philadelphia Cinema_ 


.... 677420 

.W9238 

.634144 


Sports dubs 

Al Hussein Sports City_667181/5 

Orthodox Club. 810491 

Royal Automobile Club_815410 

Royal Shooting-Club..736572 

Royal Chess Club —.673713 

Royal Racing Club..09-801233 

Jordan Bridge Club..676990 

Amman Mun. Library........636111 

Univ. of Jordan Library. 843555 

R.S.C.N.—. 837931/837937 



Government Depts. 


i o bock your AdvcrtiGemervt Graphic and Designs on the electronic Sign Beards on the 
of SAFEWAY Bldg 6SHMANA Center - Jabal Alhussien £> DOWNTOWN coll 6BQ3S7 


The Prime Ministry.. 

Ammon Greater Municipality_ 

.641211 
.. 636111 

686151 

Awqaf & Islamic Affairs. 

... 666141 

Culture / Jabal Amman.... 

... 636391 

Education & Higher Education.... 
Energy & Mineral Resources- 

..669181 

-815615 



.. 663191 


641467 

Interior Ministry.. 

.. 663111 


diplomatic Corps 


j gerian........--- 

641271/2 

673246/7 


... 644635 

, ihraim ___ 

664148/9 

642183 

»Jgim.__ 

.675683 

aJgarian 

.. 818151 


.. 666124 

hilean __ 

.. 823360 

f yprus Honorary Cons .... 677559 

“ iech :—.n:.. 671813/666135 

: • >anisb Consulate Gen.603703 

■ Inaish Consulate 824654/824676 

'.french.. 6412T3/4 

jerinan... 

... 689351 

jiwflc-- - . 

671331/2 

Hungarian.... 

celandic Consulate. 

-.815614 

...698851 

...637262 

Indonesian.. 

... 828911 
... 639331 

Italian ... .. ... 

... 638185 


672486/7 

Kuwaiti ... .. 

675135/S 

Libyan.. 

693101/3 


Airlines 


Adria Airways.667029 

Aeroflot. 641510 

Air Canada.-.630879 

Air France.666055/667824 

Air India .688301/2 

Air Lanka .1682140 


Alyemda (Air yemeri). 

. 65369 

AAOTKS 

Arab Wings...8944S4 

Austrian Airlines.. 637380/667028 
Balkan Airlines.665909 

British Airways . 

. 641430 

Cathay Pacific. 

628596 


63623: 

Cyprus Airways. 

. 66702E 

643661 

Egypt Air-- 

Emirates Airlines. 

Gulf Air... 

.630011 

. 643341 

653613 

Hungarian Airlines . 622275 

Iberia.... .637827/644036 

Iran Air. 622826 

Japan AirLines .630879 


Lebanese .—. 641381, 

Moroccan -- 641451' 

Netherlands-™.. 619699 / 619693 ! 
Ne^-Zealand Consulate.—. 636720 1 

North Korean ..666349 

Norwegian Embassy...... 644932/4 

Omani*.,:..686155 

Pakistani...:_ _ _ 622787. 

Palestine.,..:..-.677517 ! 

People's Rep. of China.666139 

Pfuibppioes ...—.. 645161 

P6Hsh : :.-.....-G. 637153 

Qatztri -682666 

Romanian . 667738 

Prfccifln-;- 641158 

Saudi Arabian.814154/6 

SfeVenia Honorary Cons„...861542 

Sn Lariki, Consulate.645312 

South Korean................. 660745/6 

South Africa...-.811194 

Spanish.... 614166/9 

Sq&mese-- 644251/2 

Swedish ..—-- 669177/9 

Swiss—-.-.686416/7 

Sjman-641076 

Taiwan ' 671530 

Tunisian 674307/8 

U:A. E.-. .. .'643347/643341 

United Kingdom...:.:..-™....... 823100 

United States..:.. 820101 

Yemen.:. 642381 

EEC Delegation.- 668191 

ESCWA...- 694351/8 

ICRC. 688645 

UNDP/WFP ;. 668171/7 

UNRWA. 607398 

UNICEF... 629571 

UNESCO.:. 606559 


Korean Airlines ... 676624/662236 

Libyan Arab Airlines 643831/2 

Lufthansa.-601744 

Malaysian Airline 639575/653446 


Olympic. 630125/638433 

Philippine Airlines.640200 


Polish Airlines .625981 

Qantas... 641430/655447 

Royal Jordanian. 678321 


Scandinavian Airlines 

.604499 

.676177 


_ 694501 

Swiss AirfG.S.A.) 659791/641906 
Syrian Air. 622147 

USAir... 

... 694801/2 

TAROM- Romanian... 
Thai Airways. 

. 637380 

. 637195 

Trans World Aidine.... 

. 623430 

i\iridsh Airlines . 

.659102 

Yemenia. Airways. 

Queen Alia Airport_ 

RJ Flight Info. 

.628175 

(08) 53200 
..(08) 53200 


Important Numbers 


Emergencies 

Police.192/621111 

Civil Defence H.Q. J93/19S/I99 

fire Brigade.622090/93 

Ambulance.199 

Blood Bank.775121 

Traffic Police.625943/639703 

Traffic Accidents.897467/8 

Highway Police.7871II , 

Hospitals 

Akleh Maternity_.642441/2 

Al-Ahli, Abdah.. 664164/6 

Al-Bashir, Ashrafieh....775111/26 

Al-Muasher Hospital.667227/9 

Amal Hospital..674155 

Army, Marka..89161 I/I 5 

Hussein Medical Centre... 813813 
1 talian- Al-Muhajreen.... .777101/3 
Jabal Amman Maternity... 642362 

Khaledi Maternity.644281/6 

Malhas. J. Amman.636141 

Palestine, Shmeisani.664171/4 

Queen Aha HospitaL... 602240/50 

Shmeisani Hospital.607431 

The Islamic. Abdali.... 666127/37 
i University Hospital. 845845 

General 

Amman Municipality.843402 

Electricity Complaints.. 121 

Prices complaints...... 666181 

Hotel complaints. 08/53200 

Sewerage Complaints.896390 

Water Complaints.656390/91 

Jordan Television_773111/19 

Radio Jordan....774U1/19 

Post Office Info.750981/2/3 

Telephone Information.121 
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Labour.6981S6 

Municipalities & Environment_641393 

Parliamentary Affairs..— 641211 

Planning ...644466 

Post & Communications.624301 

Public Health ...665131 

Public Works & Housing .668481 

Social Development...67319! 

Supplies-- 602121 

Tourism & Antiquities.642311 

Transport.641461 

Water & Irrigation...680100 

Youth / University..604701 
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Hotel Suites 

A Luxury 

Tel 

Fax 

Jt Comfort 

r^. i 

J§^ Service 


jt, Location 

iit; 

In the ^ of 

Q I 

Sweifyieh 

T 



NOW OPEN FOR 
LUNCH ft DINNER 





CARDENS ST 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room..! 




v'Hut 

World’s No.l Pizza Chain 

ifitsnadax at ipizzu. 'Hue 

Open buffet: 

Soup, salad, pasta, spaghetti with 
meal & sauce. 

Garlic bread supreme, all kinds of 
Pizza. Soft drinks und desNOts. 


■5* 7 l* -S' Jv 

i JL i-fc W . _ £*4, d\s. 

t:.v 4 


True Vacations come to 
live In our 
Uniquely Moorish 
Style Hotel 

our sea star divitig center 
will unravel the secrets of the 
Red Sea to your wildest 
imagination 

Tel:314131/2. 



Tel. 8 J0605- 810609- 
865605. Fax. 810520 
Abdoun. Almouhtaseb Center. 


TO GET BETTER 

FURNITURE . 

FOR YOUR OFFICE 
OR HOUSE.... 

JUST VISIT 



Te l : 66 6705 


Aqaba Hotels . 


AI-Cazar . 314I3I 

Aqaba.314091 

Aqaba Gulf Hotel.316636 

Aquamarina 1. 316250 

COral Beach..313521 

Holiday Inti.312426 

Miramar.314340 


f~. There are certalnly so ^ 
many ways to epjoy the 

' junnnus cassam & 

r _ bum!!! . ^ 

r «. Most welcome to phone s 
Most welcome to come r 





Amman Tel: 607193 
P.o.Box 9403 Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 Darotl Jo 
Ideal Residence for 
Expatriates and Businessmen 


Beauty Institute 

O Facials- 

6 Unity skin irtii'.mcn: 

O Make-up 

o Fit rope tin manicure.-. A 
pa dicu res 



- rflUaeeipai?. &qqk uauesr 

Back in stock 

-Celestine Prophecy . 

-Memories, Dreams, Reflections 

-Men are from Mars, Women from Venus 

•19th Century Lithographs by David Roberts and Bartlett 

Also 19th century Lithographs 
By David Roberts + Bartlett 



s $ .< * P ^ 10 '04 tv iirt! gpli 
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THE BIGGEST 
THE MOST 
DELICIOUS 
AND CERTAINLY 
THE BEST 
HUMBERGER IN 


Develop your colour film at our 
shop and gee 

JUMBO photo size 
30% larger 
•»* free enlargement 
20X30 cm 

Shmeisani- Opp. Grind- 
lays Bank. 

Phone : o04C42 
Swefieh. Phone S23S91 


The first & best 
Chinese Restnrant 


1st Circle, Jabal Amman, 
near Ahliyyah Girls School 
Take away is available 

Open daily I2:Q0-3:30p.m 
7:00- Midnight 






I K T I S A D 



bus hehtsb n» mes ssmrzcss 

*Professional Drycleaning - 
*Shoes Repair 
*Daming 
*Engraving , 

*Upholstery & Carpet Cleaning 
Al - Jaber & Housing Bank Shopping Centers 
Tel: 679947 


Economic Perspectives 

Jordan's authoritative economic 
newsletter Published every two weeks. 

Available by subscription only . 
For a free copy caU Raed at 652-380 


THE TOP THREE HIGH CLASS FASHION HOUSES IN GERMANY 

Available at t - t. ^ 

KAKEMAN JANARD Boutique H ! | J 



To 

Advertise 
Hi *£ES1S 
specs, eaEI 

US £1 

552-33® 



ermany i^CID'K i A \ ; A 

ii 51> ?] n ?> p ij n d n 

k.*r r £i-Mr i? ii 5? f* 


Hi j'J j 7' : ' 
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Al - Jaber Shopping Center, Mecca St Phone: 821656 & 814714 


'CARRIAGE CARRIAGE 


CARRIAGE CARRIAGE 




b dd=iU* Wasfi Al- Tal St. 

t&k Tel: 695180 
Fax; 682525 


< 5 ? \ 




CARRIAGE CARRIAGE Relit a Car CARRIAGE CARRIAGE 


l ^ X we offer:- c 

\ ■ 4« Computerized Engine Check ❖ Electro Mechanical car check 

---—■" 4 Automatic & Manual car wash services 4* wheel balance maintenance . — 

❖ Oil Change \basuS2.v 

Wasfi Al-Tal St Tel: 685454 Fax: 682525 




Not all “ cafe's if are 
created equal 
A Touch Of Class In 
True Arabian Style 






> _c lJ r | 


The Place For Finest 
Arabic Setting 
Close Enough To Get 
Away From ItAU 


A/ttAU, 0idteEasiiBait& TeL: 
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Software publishers still lose $266 million in the 
Middle East , due to piracy: 


Stepping up the battle 


By Zeid Nasser 
Special to The Star 
AT ONE point, software 
piracy was the subject of the 
hour. Everyone in the com¬ 
puter hardware and software 
business was involved in 
debating the issue and there 
were a variety of opinions as 
to the means to combat 
this act of intellectual 
property theft in the 
Middle East. 

Today, with some 
countries like Saudi Ara¬ 
bia, UAE and Egypt all 
enforcing their intellec¬ 
tual property rights laws; 
talk of piracy has 
become less in the 
region’s media. 

However, with a new 
alarming figure being 
released by Novell Mid¬ 
dle East, the topic of 
piracy in the region is 
rising again. 

According to Novell, 
international software 
companies are losing a 
sum of $266 million in 
the Middle East, due to 
piracy. 

Compared to Europe, 
which is a software market 


the region. 

The BSA in Egypt will fol¬ 
low in the footsteps of its inter¬ 
national organization by rally¬ 
ing computer hardware and 
software companies in the 
country and the region who do 
business in Egypt to battle 
piracy by lobbying with the 



Time is running out for the pirates 


tens of times bigger than ours, 
the humble losses of $30 to 
$100 million dollars make the 
$266 million in our region 
sound quite alarming. 

The problem still exists and 
is in full force in certain 
countries. 

In Egypt, a branch of the 
international body of software 
publishers that fights piracy 
has been established. 

The Business Software Alli¬ 
ance BSA/Egypt Branch was 
announced last month in Cairo 
and aims to eradicate piracy in 
the Egyptian computer market. 

The alliance is made up of 
Egyptian software publishers, 
representing this growing 
export industry for the coun¬ 
try. who have managed to 
make Egypt the Arabic soft¬ 
ware development center of 


government to enforce intellec¬ 
tual property rights, and educat¬ 
ing the public. 

Many are convinced that 
international software publish¬ 
ers like Microsoft. Novell and 
Lotus are all concerned about 
protecting their products in 
what they call ‘the important 
markets in the region.' 

These are Saudi Arabia. 
Egypt and maybe a couple of 
Gulf states such as the UAE 
and Bahrain. To these compa¬ 
nies. Middle East growth in 
software sales will come from 
these countries and that is were 
they would like to reserve their 
rights. 

When it comes to smaller 
and less lucrative markets like 
Jordan. Syria. Lebanon; inter¬ 
national software publishers 
would welcome copyright 


enforcement, but they don’t 
seem to to be fighting hard for 
it 

In Egypt, the extreme push 
made by the local authorities to 
crack down on piracy, was 
mainly the reason why Micro¬ 
soft arid Novell set-up regional 
hubs in the country, 
rather than continuing to 
run Egypt operations 
from Dubai. 

Yet. there arc huge 
losses still being 
incurred in these and 
other Middle Eastern 
markets. 

What are the .pros¬ 
pects for proper soft¬ 
ware copyright enforce¬ 
ment in Jordan? Well, it 
seems that we will have 
to attend to this matter 
ourselves as the software 
giauts of the region are 
still waging their battles 
in markets that count to 
them more than ours. 

However, regardless 
of Jordan's small size as 
a consumer software mar¬ 
ket. we are making our 
presence felt in the area 


Internet Glossary for beginners 


WITH COMPUTER users in 
Jordan waiting for full Internet 
access, we would like lo 
present to you Internet terms 
which you may need to know 
when we go on-line. 

The Internet Glossary below 
includes some of these terms: 


Features built in to Websites 
for automatic transition to 
other related Websites. 


Bandwidth 

The information carrying 
capacity of the network. 


HTML 

Hyper Text Made-up Lan¬ 
guage. The standard test docu¬ 
ment format on the Internet A 
subset of SGML, HTML ver¬ 
sion 3.0 is the latest version 
supported by Web browsers. 


Mosaic 

A popular World Wide Web 
browser. 

NetScape Navigator 
A popular World Wide Web 
browser. 


Node 

Any device connected to the 
network. 


BBS 

Bulletin-board system. This 
posts public messages for a 
group of users. 


Hypertext 

A link between one docu¬ 
ment and another allowing 
users to skip from one docu¬ 
ment to the next by clicking on 
a word. 


POP 

Point of presence 


PPP 

Point-to-point Protocol. 


FAQ 

Frequently Asked Ques¬ 
tions. summary section of 
a Usenet group. 


FTP 

File Transfer Protocol 
provides a simple way for 
users to transfer files to 
and from remote servers, 
data files are stored in a 
DOS-likc directory struc¬ 
ture with a short file name 
describing wh at is contained 
within the file. FTP can transfer 
files in two modes: binary or 
ASCfl format. 



Telnet 

Terminal emulation 
which gives you remote 
access to a computer on the 
Internet. You can use it as 
if it were your own desktop 
sitting in front of you. 


IP 


Flame 

An insulting message 
through the Internet. 


The Internet Protocol, stan¬ 
dard addressing system used by 
the internet. 


Usenet 

This is a part of the Inter¬ 
net dedicated to mainly text 
communication between 
user-groups Including 
world news, debates, for¬ 
ums for discussion, help 
groups, etc.. You require a 
newsreader programme to 
access these groups and some 
may require membership. 


sent 


Gopher 

This is a way to store and 
transfer files in the Internet 
using full descriptions of files 
and directories to make trans¬ 
ferring files more user-friendly. 
Gopher search utilities can be 
built into Web-browsers such 
as Mosaic and Netscape or can 
be a separate application as 
TurboGopher for the 
Macintosh. 


IRC 

Stands for Internet Relay 
Chat! or talking to Internet 
users via your keyboard in real 
time. 


Userid 

UserlD or account signature 
in an e-mail address eg. Zeid— 
Nasser® NETS.com.jo (Zeid— 
Nasser is the userlD) 


ITR 

Internet Talk Radio. 


of software development It is 
for this purpose that an organi¬ 
zation such as the BSA should 
appear in Jordan: mainly to pro¬ 
tect the rights of rising Jorda¬ 
nian software publishers. 

It doesn’t make sense to 
apply a law selectively, protect¬ 
ing only Jordanian software. 

With Jordan gradually filling 
the GATT requirements, intel¬ 
lectual property rights will be 
actively enforced in all fields: 
music tapes, video tapes and 
computer software are all 
included. 

For international software 
publishers, it means that Jordan 
may become a more attractive 
market for selling software. For 
Jordanian software publishers, 
it will mean protection they 
deserve and have waited long 
to achieve. ■ 


Home Page 
Opening screen 
Website 


MBone 

Multicast bone. A new 
means to broadcast multicast 
packets over the Internet. The 
user's system must support IP 
multicasting to receive these 
broadcasts. 


URL 

Universal Resource Locator 
the Website address such as 
h ftp 7/www arabia com. 
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Where’s the ink? 


of any 


Hot Links 


MIME 

Multipurpose 

Extension. 


WWW 

This stands for the World 
Wide Web which is a business 
oriented multimedia network of 
interlinked sites on the Internet. 
To access these sites you 
require a Web browser. 


Internet Mail 


Website 

A server on the World Wide 
Web. 


News update 


Apple still up for sale 


• The fiasco al Apple Com¬ 
puter Inc, the company behind 
one of the tnp personal com¬ 
puter brands in the world, Mac¬ 
intosh. continues with the com¬ 
pany being offered at around 
50^ of its worth one year ago. 

Already. Chairman Sphidlcr 
has left the company and is to 
be replaced by someone who 
will lake Apple into the next 
stage of its life. 

j As of yet. nothing is final 
] regarding Sun Microsystem’s 
j bid to takeover Apple, but 
i industry analysts believe the 
! deal will come through. 

For Macintosh users and 
i enthusiasts all over the world. 


whatever the conclusion, the 
Macintosh will live on. Under 
Sun. it may even move 
upmarket. 


Novell, Corel finalize 
WordPerfect deal 


multimedia software, the sec¬ 
ond-largest independent vendor 
of personal productivity soft¬ 
ware for personal computers. 
Novell's stock was up one at 13 
1/2 in Nasdaq trading today. 


Ideal Group get Tandem 


Novell says it's reached a 
definitive agreement for Corel 
Corp. to buy Novell’s Word¬ 
Perfect word processor. Perfect 
Office application suite and 
QuattroPro spreadsheet and 
related software. 

The cash, slock and licens¬ 
ing deal is worth about $197 
million. 

The deal will make Corel, an 
Ottawa-based developer of per¬ 
sonal computer graphics and 


" • Ideal Systems Cd:. part of 
the ,Ideal Group of companies, 
has recently been appointed as 
Tandem distributor in Jordan. 

Tandem is a well-known 
name worldwide and in the 
Middle East in mid-range com¬ 
puter systems. 

Ideal Systems is yet to make 
an official announcement. 

We will include the full 
details on this development 
once it comes in. 


APPARENTLY, THERE was an ink crisis in the Jordanian J 
printer market last week. - —-U- 

If your inkjet printer is a Hewlett-Packard or Lexmark, ^ 
you’ve been looking for ink cartridges, then you probably 
know what Tm talking about. 

One manager of a computer shop in Wasfi Al Tai {Gar¬ 
dens) Street told me that he felt something was wrong when 
he sold 72 ink cartridges in one day. All of which were for die-} 
Hewlett-Packard Deskjet 
500. 

Of course, he told me 
to pay him a visit the 
next day when he would 
have received another 
shipment 

The suppliers of Lex¬ 
mark printers in Jordan 
have been telling cus¬ 
tomers to wait while 
black ink cartridges 
become available and 

user's have had to resort to other people's printers in the" 
meantime. _ ..... 

This makes you wonder about the efficiency of stock sys¬ 
tems in computer companies in Jordan. Why should custom¬ 
ers wait to be served? Why should they hear things like, “We 
still haven't received our order of that item”? 

So. is the ink rush in Jordan over yet? It looks like supp&es. 
are arriving now at most shops, but it took around four days 
before people could replace their old, empty cartridges with 
brand new ones. 

Like we said last week, this all falls to the benefit of 
encouraging more email and electronic faxing communica¬ 
tions opposed to primed communications. Maybe if printer, 
vendors looked at it like that, they wouldn’t put there market 
al risk. ■ 


Rk 



H' 


I* "U 

- 

55*****“? 

#0* ''' ' 


Jordanians go for on-line 
advertising 


ITS INTERESTING to note how well Jordanian companies 
are responding to the idea of advertising in cyberspace. 

Already, the E-Commerce section on the NETS service is 
full of companies who are promoting their products by inclu¬ 
sion of folders with their name on them. Inside, you can find 
a mixture of promotional material such as the company pro¬ 
file, an explanation of servi ces'offered, and public responses 
to the company from NETS users. 

Companies who are utilizing this on-line advertising oppor¬ 
tunity include Al Sharqiyoun. Al Manhal Computer, Zone 
Technological Applications, the Amman World Trade Center, 
Marriott, Special Systems Co., N .E.RT ., Ultra Electronics 
Center and others. 

Acc ording to NETS, companies have responded well to the 
NETS offer, paying a monthly rate of JD 35. 

With reach of aro und 6 00 people on the service, it’s a ‘cap¬ 
tive audience 1 like NETS says. 

The other main supplier Of on-line services in Jordan, 
Access also offers a commercial section to which companies 
are responding well lo. ' 

From the looks of it, this infatuation with the idea of ‘Inter¬ 
net’ and ‘On-line’ has even hit businesses in this country who 
allocate advertising budgets carefully among newspapers and 
magazines. 

Apparently, there is a future for on-line advertising in Jor¬ 
dan. Let’s see what happens when we get real connection 
from Sprint soon. ■ 
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Comic books reflect on 


Japanese culture 


The comics also offer a rich fantasy world in a society where 
conformity is deemed a necessity, assertion of individual will is viewed 
as unacceptable and life itself is often eye-glazingly predictable 


By Hilary E. MacGregor 

LA Times-Washington Post 
News Service 

TOKYO—Many Japanese 

look to Kosaku Shima to teach 
them the impeccable corporate 
etiquette that will take them to 
the top of the business world. 
When this young, hard¬ 
working, irresistibly debonair 
Hatsuba Electric worker was 
promoted to division chief in 
1992, it made national 
headlines. 

Many also look to Rintaro. a 
visionary, idealistic bureaucrat 
in the Ministry of International 
Trade and Industry, to teach 
them about the secret machina¬ 
tions of the nation s ministries 
and to share his insights on 
energy policy. Now. politicians 
in Washington wont to hear 
what be has to say. 

Rintaro and Shima boast 
social influence, salaries and 
celebrity that Prime Minister 
Ryutaro Hashimoto and Los 
Angeles Dodgers star Hideo 
Noma would envy. 

Never heard of Rintaro and 
Shima? That may be because 
they aren't real. They are char¬ 
acters in Japanese "manga." or 
comic books. 

Manga are a hi 1 lion-do liar 
industry. Sales of these fat 
comics, which go for about 
$3.50 each, account for close 
to a third of the total output of 
publishing houses here and 
amount to a whopping 553 mil¬ 
lion copies a year. 

More than 500 categories of 
manga are released each 
month- Some playful commen¬ 
tators once estimated that the 
Japanese use more paper for 
tie telephone-book-size com¬ 
ics than for toilet paper. 

Many analysts say this 
medium is more influential 
than television or newspapers 


Manga play 
a vital 
social func¬ 
tion. sup¬ 
plying the 
flamboyant 
heroes that 
a highly 

controlled 
society 
can't pro¬ 
duce. 

experts say. 

The com¬ 
ics also 
offer a rich 
fantasy 
world in a 
society where conformity is 
deemed a neccssitv, assertion 



of individual will is viewed as 
unacceptable and life itself is 
often cye-glazingly predicta¬ 
ble. All this, while gently rein¬ 
forcing the values of working 
hard and supporting the status 
qudi 

"Among Japanese media, 
manga are unquestionably the 
most powerful." says the crea¬ 
tor of Rintaro. who uses the 
pen name Kuzu Hanio. 

In their subject matter and 
approach, manga range from 
fantastic, such as Doracmon 
the robot cat. to realistic, such 
■ os businessman Shima Kosaku. 
to educational, such as die 
world-famous “Japan Inc.,“ a 
1,000-page tome laying out the 
labyrinthine ways 

of the country's corporate 
economy. 

Their'stoncs often blend real 
news events with outlandish 
fantasies, unsayablc words, 
undoable feats and—for a best 
seller—graphic sex scenes 

So ubiquitous is their cast of 
characters that for millions of 
manga maniacs the line 
between comics and reality 
often blurs. For them, the char¬ 
acters take their place along¬ 


side real people in everyday 
life, capturing headlines, offer¬ 
ing testimonials for advertising 
and winning the public's love 
and respect. 

"Manga mode me w hat I am 
today." says Haruko Sato. 30. a 
scif-proclaimed manga nerd. 
"After I read the manga on the 
French Revolution—liberty, 

equality, fraternity and all that 
_ I knew what I wanted to do 
I was 13. and I thought. 
’Wow!'" says Sato, who works 
for an international think tank 
on Japanexc-Europcan 

relations. 

Cultural critics call manga 
Japan's postwar literature, its 
social commentary and a 
repository for its most creative 
minds. They also call them a 
window into ihe Japanese 
psyche, shedding light on what 
motivates, inspires and titil¬ 
lates readers. 

Universities teach manga, 
psychologists analyze them 
and there is even a museum m 
Osaka to memorialize them. 

Professor Tomofu.sa Kurc 
lectures on manga at Tokyo 
Rika University, teaching stu¬ 
dents to study these graphic 
novels the way American stu¬ 
dents studv classic literature. 


To him. manga an; a unique lit¬ 
erary form that h;is thrived 
untamicd by foreign 
influences. 

Although comics existed 
before World War II. they were 
considered a children's 
medium. But amid Japan's hor¬ 
rible postwar poverty, today's 
manga industry was bom. 

"After the war. ilicre was a 
big gap between what the Japa¬ 
nese people wanted and what 
they had." says Hiromichi 
Motcki. a private publisher 
with a passion for manga. 
"Movies were too expensive to 
make, but manga allow you to 
make a high-quality product 
cheaply." 

Manga arc compact and 
entertaining and require little 
concentration. Publishers also 
throw in idrge doses of pom to 
woo readers: Huge, sexually 
insatiable white women arc 
often the 

subject of sexual attentions 
from mighty Japanese manga 
heroes 

And as the manga generation 
began to reach lop posts in the 
Education Ministry, a society- 
wide transformation in atti¬ 
tudes occurred, elevating the 
comics from an entertainment 
medium to an educational tool. 

"While people are laughing 
at manga, they are also uncon 
seriously learning how to 
behave’ and what not to Jo." 
says Dr. Masahiko ito, a pedia¬ 
trician who co-wrotc a book 
psychoanalyzing one of Japan's 
most famous manga heroes. 

Why do comic books exert 
such influence in Japan? Soci¬ 
ety's demand* here may often 
exact such a sleep psychologi¬ 
cal pnee from its members that 
manga con be essential in 
maintaining a mental bjlancc. 
experts say. ■ 
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By Thomas W. Lippman 

LA Timrs Washington Post 
News Sertvicc 


WASHINGTON—One of the 
Clinton administration's most 
ambitious foreign policy 
goals—vcttlcmcnt i»r the dee- 
adcs-old dispute over Cy¬ 
prus—has run aground on a 
barren rock in the Aegean Sea. 

When Greek and Turkish 
warships faced off lust week to 
enforce rival claims to sove¬ 
reignly over a 10-aere islet in¬ 
hibited only by feral goats, ad¬ 
ministration officials shelved 
plans to begin this month what 
they had billed as a major ini¬ 
tiative in resolve one of Eu¬ 
rope's thorniest problems. 

Assistant Secretary of State 
Richard C. Holbrooke had 
planned to go to the region 
next week, his last full week in 
office, to begin an all-out US 
diplomatic effort to solve the 
Cyprus issue, which Holbrooke 
regards as a threat to the stabil¬ 
ity of all southern Europe. 

But al ter the tern tonal dis¬ 
pute over ihe islet blew up into 
near-war last week. Holbrooke 
revised his mission into a ten¬ 
sion-defusing effort that would 
keep the way open for a Cy¬ 
prus initiative later this year. 
Then Monday, he scrapped (lie 
inp altogether when Greece 
told him he would not be wel¬ 
come, apparently because Alb¬ 
erts thinks Washington sided 
with Ankara last week. 

The Greek decision was a 
setback lor Holbrooke and oth¬ 
er Clinton administration offi¬ 
cials. who had promised a ma¬ 
jor effort in unravel the Cyprus 
problem in 1996 

"We arc committed to a ma¬ 
jor effort on Cyprus this year." 
Holbrooke said’ last week. 

That remaias the official pol¬ 
icy. If anything, according to 
State Department officials, the 
confrontation last week be¬ 
tween two NATO allies long 
divided by (he Cyprus dispute 


only makes it more urgent to 
find a solution. 

This announced intention to 
settle a volatile issue that has 
long defied the best efforts of 
the United Nations, various Eu¬ 
ropean intermediaries and US 
administrations reflects the ad¬ 
ministration's new-found for¬ 
eign policy confidence. 

Criticized during its fins two 
years for perceived indecision 
and inconsistency in foreign 
’policy, the administration now 
says it has jettisoned its earlier 
commitment to multilateralism 
in world affairs in favor of the 
muscular exercise of US leader¬ 
ship. Officials date the transfor¬ 
mation to last summer, when 
President Clinton finally decid¬ 
ed to seize the initiative in Bos¬ 
nia, leading to Holbrooke's 
brokering of the Dayton peace 
agreement in the fall. 

Holbrooke is leaving his post 

-:.. . • 


21 February to return to private 
business in New York. Much 
of his tenure as the administra¬ 
tion’s top official for European 
affairs was consumed by the 
quest for peace in Bosnia, but 
Holbrooke always said he 
viewed a Cyprus settlement as 
the key to ensuring stability 
and security in southern Eu¬ 
rope and the Mediterranean. 

Cyprus, an island is very 
small in size combined with 
about 730.000 residents, has 
been divided by barbed wire 
and barbed words into Greek¬ 
speaking and Ttirfcish-speaking 
sectors ever since Turkish 
troops landed in 1974. 

To the United Nations and to 
every country except Turkey, 
there is only one Cyprus, repre¬ 
sented by the Greek-speaking 
government of President Glaf- 
cos CIcrides. Ankara recogniz- 
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es the Turkish-domi rated 
northern third of the island as a 
sovereign stale. 

The issue has long inflamed 
passions in Greece and Turkey, 
and torn at NATO’s unity. 

Largely at Holbrooke's urging, 
the administration proclaimed ft’; 

Cyprus settlement one of ils 
highest foreign policy priorities 
this year, along with a peace 
agreement between Israel and 
Syria. 

With Holbrooke’s departure,., 
the US point man in this effort . 
will be New York lawyer Rich- 
ard Beanie, Clinton's part-time; p 

special envoy to Cyprus. Brti 
Slate Department officials said. : 'Sn^ ntl - v clear r ' 
they expect the 

profile Holbrooke to be ui- J* 'feys. & “ : 
volved at least informally, as* . ors-m’ 

suming the effort survives the'. 
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